
by Lori Humphreys
Staff writer

Robert M. Franklin, president of Morehouse 
College, will discuss “What Makes Us Moral” 
at the final lecture of Abrahamic week at 10:45 
a.m. today in the Amphitheater. 

He will share his definition of what it means 
to be moral. He also will identify and define 
moral literacy, our ability to learn the ABCs of 
morality; moral imagination, our capacity to 
look out into the blue sky and conceive, even 
dream, of moral possibilities; and moral agen-
cy, our capacity to act in remarkably honor-
able, inspiring ways.

He defines moral leadership as “the capac-
ity to act and communicate with integrity for 
the common good in such a compelling way 
that others are motivated to follow and emu-
late such action.” Franklin knows something 
about moral leadership. 

Franklin shares 
definition of what it 
means to be moral

See Franklin, Page A4

by Regina Garcia Cano
Staff writer

Painter Julie Langsam 
will lecture about her art at 7 
p.m. tonight in the Hultquist 
Center.

Langsam said her oil-
on-canvas and oil-on-panel 
work deals with subjects that 
people think of as ideals, but 
explicitly know they never 
will be able to achieve.

“It is just this idea of truth, 
beauty, sort of perfection, but 
it doesn’t exist,” Langsam 
said. “It is just this thing you 
kind of keep reaching for, 
but you know you’re never 

going to get there.”
Langsam added that the 

pursuit of things beyond 
someone’s grasp has a correla-
tion with all artists’ creations.

“If I were painting and 
I finally said, ‘Oh this is 
it,’ then I wouldn’t have to 
make the next painting,” 
she said. “There wouldn’t 
be any reason for me to go 
into the studio the next day 
and make another painting 
because I just did it.”

In her paintings, Langsam 
situates examples of mod-
ernist architecture, such as 
the TWA Terminal designed 
by Eero Saarinen, in a land-

scape with a romantic sky. 
Along the bottom of these 
pieces, she paints references 
to abstract painting.

Langsam said while she 
uses photographic sources 
to paint the buildings, the 

skies come from her imagi-
nation. The abstract connec-
tions belong to a third-gen-
eration copy of a painting 
in a book. Whereas the first 
generation is the photo di-
rectly taken of the painting, 
the second generation is the 
image printed in the book.

“I have this third-genera-
tion copy of a painting that 
is supposed to be this perfect 
solution, and I copy it exactly,” 
Langsam said. “Somehow, I 
have this idea of being very 
meticulous, about being per-
fect about imperfection.”
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Jason Alexander to 
end his comedic tour 
in Chautauqua
by Elise Podhajsky
Staff writer

A t the ripe age of 14, Donny Clay 
dropped out of high school and be-
gan to pursue his life’s true calling 
as a motivational specialist. Con-

vinced he is “blessed with the gift of know-
ing,” Donny guides audiences on this often 
bumpy road we call life — a road for which 
Donny not only has lost the directions, but 
never seemed to have in the first place.

Donny Clay 
wants to 

Show you
the way!

See Alexander, Page A4

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphithe-
ater, Donny, played by multi-award-win-
ning actor Jason Alexander, will fumble 
through comedy bits, musical numbers and 
even magic tricks as he gives important — 
or what he thinks is important — advice 
on how to become successful, talented and 
good looking in his newest comedic tour, 
“Donny Clay Will Show You — The Way!”

“Donny speaks as if he is giving you 
the most sage advice, as if he’s the most 
enlightened man on the planet,” Alexan-
der said, “but he has absolutely nothing to 
say. His ideas are foolhardy.”

The Donny Clay character actually be-
gan as Bob Patterson in a short-lived 2001 
ABC sitcom. Written by Alexander and 
Peter Tilden, the show followed the ut-
terly dysfunctional life of its namesake, a 

clueless motivational speaker. “Bob Pat-
terson” premiered within weeks of the 
9/11 tragedy, which Alexander linked to 
the show’s ratings, or lack thereof, and it 
was canceled after just five episodes.

“We felt it didn’t get the dues it de-
served,” Alexander said. “We loved the 
character and the idea of a guy that re-
ally doesn’t know very much claiming to 
know a lot. Over the years, we often talk-
ed about how we could bring him back.”

Recently, Alexander said, he was asked 
by his agents to create a live show for cor-
porate retreats. With Patterson in mind, 
Alexander decided to create a character 
that would conduct real, live motivation-
al seminars for retreat audiences. Donny 
Clay was born.

8:15 p.m. Tonight In the Amp

by Judy Lawrence
Staff writer

This afternoon’s Department of 
Religion Interfaith lecturer, Har-
vey Cox, will discuss what happens 
when young people deal with mor-
ally difficult choices, how they think 
and discuss them and how they 
make decisions. The title of his lec-
ture is “Moral Choices and Moral 
Courage,” and he will speak at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philosophy. 

Cox comes to Chautauqua from 
Harvard University, where he is the 
Hollis Professor of Divinity. Cox, 
an American Baptist minister, has 
taught at Harvard since 1965. He is on 
the Harvard Divinity School faculty 
and the Arts and Sciences faculty.

Cox taught for 15 years in a di-
vision that helped students at Har-
vard “think through how they were 
going to use what they were learn-
ing in a morally mature way.”

“I learned a lot about myself in 

teaching these students,” he said. 
“All the reasoning and argumenta-
tion doesn’t get you to the point of 
having the moral fiber or gut to do 
the thing that you should be doing.

“Where does that courage come 
from and can we help them be open 
to finding the resources to do the 
right things?”

Cox has served as Protestant chap-
lain at Temple University; director of 
religious activities at Oberlin College; 
ecumenical fraternal worker in Berlin 

with the Gossner Mission and Evan-
gelical Academy; and professor at 
Andover Newton Theological School.

Born and raised in Malvern, Pa., a 
small town in the southeastern cor-
ner of the state, “There wasn’t much 
else happening except the church 
when I was a kid,” he said. “My 
parents weren’t really church peo-
ple, but they sent my siblings and 
me to the Baptist Sunday school. 

Painter Langsam lectures on her oeuvre

Harvard professor Cox to discuss youths’ morally difficult choices

Cox

Courtesy of the artist and Frederieke Taylor Gallery, NYC

Julie Langsam’s “Saarinen Landscape” (TWA Terminal) 2008 oil on 
canvas
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“It is just this idea of 
truth, beauty, sort 
of perfection, but it 
doesn’t exist.”

—Julie Langsam
Painter
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News from around the grounds

Briefly
The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended to 
provide space for announcements of Institution-related organiza-
tions. If a meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it 
should not be repeated in Briefly. Submit information to Priscilla 
in the editorial office. Please provide name of organization, time 
and place of meeting and a contact person’s name with phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication. 

BTG sponsors Nature Walk today
Naturalist Jack Gulvin will lead a Nature Walk spon-

sored by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club at 9 a.m. today. Meet 
under the green awning toward the lake side of Smith Wil-
kes Hall.

CWC Flea Boutique thrift shop open
The Flea Boutique thrift shop will be open from noon 

to 2 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays be-
hind the Colonnade. 

Meet the CSO musicians at today’s Brown Bag
All are invited to a Brown Bag lunch at 12:15 p.m. today 

in Smith Wilkes Hall to meet the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra musicians.

EJLCC holds choir practice, Brown Bag
This morning from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. at the EJLCC, 

Susan Pardo leads a choir rehearsal. Parents are welcome 
to bring a brown bag lunch and join us at 12:15 p.m. today 
to discuss “Blessing our Children.” Pardo will teach the 
history of several blessings for our children.

APYA coordinators hold Muslim prayer service 
Every Friday, Hassan Raza, APYA male Muslim coordi-

nator, will lead the community in Jum’a: the Muslim prayer 
service recited on Friday afternoons. The Jum’a prayer will 
be available in Arabic, English and transliteration with de-
tailed explanations for those who wish to join in prayer or 
understanding. Please join us at 1 p.m. today at Miller Bell 
Tower. No special dress or reservations are required.

CWC offers Mah Jongg for members 
The Chautauqua Women’s Club invites members to meet 

at 2 p.m. today in the Clubhouse for an afternoon playing 
Mah Jongg. Bring your set if possible. Memberships are 
available at the door.

BTG extends deadline for member Luncheon
There’s still time to make reservations for the 12:15 p.m. 

Bird, Tree & Garden Club Life Member Luncheon, $30, on 
Aug. 7 at the Athenaeum Hotel. All life members, past, 
present and future, may contact Barbara Georgescu at (716) 
357-4949 or bgeorgescu@aol.com. Guest speaker Betty Hite 
presents “Naturescaping: A Beautiful Solution to Water 
Pollution.”

CLSC banners on parade and on view
All CLSC classes should prepare for their banners to 

be carried in the Recognition Day parade. See Lynn at the 
front desk at Alumni Hall. For information, call Alumni 
Hall at 357-9312. From 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. Monday, there 
will be an open house of the Banner Room at the Oliver 
Archives Center. This will be the final open house for the 
summer.  Follow the signs to the back of the building.

CLSC class news
The CLSC Class of 1999 will meet at 8 a.m. on Recogni-

tion Day, Aug. 5, at Alumni Hall for a brief meeting. Cake 
and coffee will be served. Dues will be collected.

The CLSC Class of 1997 will hold its annual meeting 
after the “Gala” on Aug. 5. Please call or stop by Alumni 
Hall to make your reservation and purchase a ticket.

Chautauqua accepts non-perishable food
Chautauquans can dispose of their sealed, non-perish-

able foods, such as boxed and canned items, in the gold-
papered carton on the floor inside the north entrance of 
the Post Office. The Mayville Food Pantry makes the food 
available to needy individuals and families in the Chautau-
qua Central School District. For more information contact 
Lou Wineman at (716) 357-5015.

CWC ‘Walk of Friends’ Brick Project continues
Chautauqua Women’s Club continues its “Walk of 

Friends” Brick Project, adding an additional 50 bricks to 
CWC’s beautiful garden. Each brick can be inscribed with 
three lines, 14 characters per line. Bricks are available for a 
donation of $100 each. For information contact Pat Hirt at 
(716) 753-7846 or come to the CWC Clubhouse. 

Piano Program hosts 14th Annual Piano Competition
At 10 a.m. today in Sherwood-Marsh Studios, the second 

half of the preliminary round for the 14th Annual Chau-
tauqua Piano Competition will commence. Today’s round 
will see contestants Nos. 15 to 27. All performances for the 
competition today are free and open to the public.

Vamos presents violin master class
At 2 p.m. today in McKnight Hall, Almita Vamos, vio-

linist and five-time recipient of the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, will give a master class to five vio-
lin students in the Instrumental Program. The class will be 
open to the public and entry costs $5.

‘Pigtails in the Outfield’ reading
Longtime Chautauquan David Zinman will present a 

staged reading of his one-act play, “Pigtails in the Outfield,” 
at 3 p.m. today in the Girls’ Clubhouse at Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club. The two-character play concerns a macho baseball 
coach with a girl on his Little League team. The production 
stars Carl and Jean Badger, also longtime Chautauquans.

Men’s Club panel discussion addresses aging
The Men’s Club meeting at 9 a.m. today at the Wom-

en’s Clubhouse will feature a panel discussion on the is-
sue of aging with Ruth Bennett, M.D., Westfield Hospital’s 
Tina Newell, and Andrew Freay, manager of Chautuaqua 
Health & Fitness.

The Robert S. and Sara 
M. Lucas Religious Lecture-
ship, an endowment fund in 
the Chautauqua Foundation, 
provides funding for today’s 
2 p.m. lecture by Harvey 
Cox, Baptist minister and 
Hollis Professor of Divinity 
at Harvard University.

The Robert S. and Sara 
M. Lucas Religious Lecture-
ship fund originated in 1980, 
in honor of the couple’s 50th 
wedding anniversary, by their 
daughter and her husband 
through contributions to the 
Chautauqua Foundation.

Dr. Lucas, who died the 
following year, practiced in-
ternal medicine in Butler, Pa., 
for more than 50 years. He 
was a member of the Cov-

by Jessica Hanna
Staff writer

C.A. Curtze Co. is spon-
soring Jason Alexander’s 
presentation of “Donny 
Clay will Show you the 
Way!” at 8:15 p.m. tonight in 
the Amphitheater.

A food service distribu-
tion company out of Erie, 
Pa., C.A. Curtze Co. has 
sponsored a program for 
the Chautauqua Season for 

the past several years.
“We’re just very excited 

to be a part of the program 
and proud of our associa-
tion with Chautauqua Insti-
tution,” said Bruce Kern Jr., 
president of C.A. Curtze Co.

Kern said that his family 
has been coming to Chau-
tauqua to attend lectures, 
concerts and performances 
every summer since he can 
remember. They are very ex-
cited for Jason Alexander’s 

performance, he said.
“We think he’s got a ter-

rific comedic flair and are 
excited to see him in the role 
of Donny Clay,” Kern said. 
“And what he does with the 
motivational speaker pro-
gram sounds fascinating. 
Being in a sales and service 
related industry, we think 
we’re going to be able to real-
ly relate to some of his turns 
of phrase and comedy.”

Event Title / Speaker Date Time Location Sponsor

Bible 
teaching/
Brown 
Bag Lunch 
(optional)

“Father Abraham” 
with the Rev. 
Kathie Kuhn

Today 12:30 p.m.-
1:45 p.m.

Baptist House,  
35 Clark 

Chautauqua  
Christian Fellowship

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at Chautauqua but are not one 
of the Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional 
vehicles. Listing in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, 
sponsor and cost, if there is one. The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing.

The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for $10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should 
go to the Daily Business Office in Kellogg Hall.

Bulletin
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Curtze Co. sponsors Alexander presentation

Lucas Religious Lectureship sponsors today’s Cox lecture
enant United Presbyterian 
Church, where he served as 
elder, trustee and deacon and 
was involved extensively in 
professional and civic activi-
ties. Dr. and Mrs. Lucas were 
active in the United Presbyte-
rian Association of Chautau-
qua and maintained a sum-
mer home here for 40 years.

A Juniata College gradu-
ate, Mrs. Lucas had been an 
elementary school teacher 
before her marriage. In But-
ler, she served on the board 
of directors of the Butler Pub-
lic Library. She was active in 
the Alice Wick Missionary 
Society of Covenant United 
Presbyterian Church, the 

Butler Senior Women’s Club, 
the Butler Medical Auxiliary, 
the Literary Club, and the 
Butler Garden Club.

The Lucases’ daughter, 
Sylvia Miller, continues the 
family’s Chautauqua tradi-
tions with her children and 
grandchildren.

a good taste for music
Photos by Roger J. Coda

Sylvia Bookoff, Nancy Weintraub and Anne Prezio 
have their hands full serving birthday cake Wednesday 
afternoon to help commemorate the 80th anniversary 
of the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra. Free cake was 
offered to all in Bestor Plaza. Left, 5-year-old Joseph 
Sweeney enjoys a piece of the CSO birthday cake.
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by Christina Stavale
Staff writer

For Kathryn Moriarty, re-
staging ballets is like passing 
down folklore.

At 3:30 p.m. today in 
Smith Wilkes Hall, she will 
present her lecture “Secrets 
of a Repetiteur,” as part of 
the Chautauqua Dance Circle 
lecture series. A repetiteur is 
someone who stages ballets. 
In her lecture, she will dis-
cuss how dancers learn and 
how repetiteurs, like herself, 
teach works that have been 
choreographed many years 
ago.

Most of her work in re-
staging ballets is in classical 
works, such as Arthur Saint-
Léon’s “Coppelia.”

“[‘Coppelia’ is] a standard 
classical ballet that’s been 

done many times,” she said. 
“It’s work that’s already been 
done. The steps have been 
choreographed many, many 
years ago. Restaging those 
kinds of works is kind of like 
folklore in a way, where its 
handed down, rather than 
someone creating a new 
work.”

Moriarty, a faculty mem-
ber with the Chautauqua 
School of Dance and the 
North Carolina Dance The-
atre, said she started restag-
ing ballets when she worked 
as a rehearsal assistant for 
the Dayton Ballet. In this 
position, she was in rehears-

als with choreographers and 
artistic directors, and then 
would be asked to stage a 
particular work the follow-
ing season.

The CDC presents pre-
performance lectures before 
each major dance perfor-
mance of the Chautauqua 
Season, where guests have 
the opportunity to ask ques-
tions about the works they 
are about to see. Moriarty 
said questions frequently 
entail the rehearsal process 
and how dancers learn the 
ballets. She said she hopes 
today’s lecture will answer 
some of those questions.

When she is restaging 
a ballet, she said she tries 
hard to preserve the style of 
the dance. Most of what she 
teaches comes from memory 
or video. Often, she said, she 
restages works that she has 
seen rehearsed before.

Though the style of most of 
the ballets Moriarty stages is 
classical, she said she has had 
both classical and contempo-

rary ballet training. 
She began dancing in Mil-

waukee, where she studied 
under Russian teachers Lupe 
Serrano and Jury Gotshalks. 
In contrast, she also stud-
ied the modern techniques 
of Martha Graham and José 
Limón. When she danced 
with the Hamburg Ballet, she 
said she also did contempo-
rary ballet work.

by George Cooper
Staff writer

It is a subtle point and counterpoint 
on a not-so-subtle topic: “On The Race 
Problem At The South,” and excerpts 
of this 1899 Chautauqua platform ex-
change will be read and discussed as 
part of the Oliver Archives 2009 Heri-
tage Lecture Series at 3:30 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Christ.

Hugh Butler, Chautauquan and Ar-
chives volunteer, will take the role of 
the Rev. J.S. Johnston, Protestant Epis-
copal bishop of Texas, out of whose 
mouth spilled words such as: “When 
the sons of the veterans of the Confed-
erate and the United States armies went 
up San Juan Hill shoulder to shoulder 
under the flag of the common country 
and planted it upon the ramparts of the 
Spanish fortress, they really obliterated 
Mason and Dixon’s Line and closed 
what was once an unfortunate bloody 
chasm between the sections and sealed 
it with the rich, warm blood of the boys 
whose fathers a generation ago had 
worn the blue and gray.”

Unity in post-Civil War years was 
so important that any attainment of it 
justified bloodshed in the later Span-
ish-American War. Unity also meant 
bringing former slaves into main-
stream American culture.

Johnston first considered the Indian 
situation and concluded that General 
Sherman’s solution was hardly satis-
factory.

“General Sherman, 
I think it was, said 
that the only good 
Indian was a dead 
Indian,” Johnston 
said. “And they are 
nearly good now, and 
the problem is nearly 
settled.”

He then consid-
ered the Chinese im-
migrants, whose la-
bor was appreciated 
but whose presence 
was not.

“After a few years, 
when several tens of 
thousands of them 
had arrived in Cali-
fornia,” Johnston 

said, “the organized labor of this coun-
try became alarmed for fear that they 
were going to supercede them in every 
line of business, because the China-
man, as you know, is an imitative crea-
ture.”

The result was the Chinese Exclu-
sion Act.

But as Johnston said, “The negro is 
here. We have got him, or he has got 
us.”

Johnston recognized that previous 
solutions to problems with integration 
are not workable for the black popula-
tion and concluded that one solution 
and only one solution will work: “the 
education and elevation of the negro 
to be fitted to discharge the responsi-

bilities of American citizenship which 
have been thrust upon him.”

Dr. J.W.E. Bowen of Gammon Theo-
logical Seminary in Atlanta responded 
to Johnston’s speech, and he largely 
agreed.

“I desire also to say that I appreci-
ate very highly, and so expressed my 
appreciation to Bishop Johnston of 
Texas, his liberal spirit and his large 
conclusions, which in my judgment are 
right,” he said.

Bowen’s voice and words will be ren-
dered by Eagle, a Chautauqua Building 
and Grounds employee who might be 
heard to say, “A false notion exists in 
this country that this is a white man’s 
country. It is a notion that is based ex-
clusively upon blood and race. It is an 
un-American notion.”

Although Bowen agreed with much 
of what Johnston said, he takes issue 
with notions of heredity and ancestry, 
especially as they relate to superiority.

“Questions of superiority and of an-
cestry play no part whatever in the set-
tlement of great civic and social ques-
tions,” Bowen said.

But still, an element of cultural su-
periority maintained over time and 
will maintain until, as Bowen said, 
“we come to respect each other as men 
and brethren in white and as men and 
brethren in black.”

Then “we will solve the problem,” 
Bowen said, concluding with a subtle 
or rather a not-so-subtle point.

Black and white perspectives on 
racial integration: Chautauqua 1899

Dance Circle lecture to focus on teaching classical works

McCown to speak on 
elements in Writers’
Center lecture today

Johnston

Bowen

Photos by Katie Roupe

A panel of leaders from regional arts organizations discusses “Art in the New Economy” at the Chautauqua Theater Company Brown Bag 
event Thursday afternoon in Bratton Theater. The panel included Ethan McSweeny and Vivienne Benesch (far left), CTC co-artistic directors, 
and Robert Chelimsky (far right), CTC general manager.

by Sara Toth
Staff writer

It’s all elementary — 
whether you’re Sherlock 
Holmes, a scientist or a fic-
tion writer.

Clint McCown, this week’s 
prose writer in residence at 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center, 
will illustrate the use of the 
essential elements of fiction 
in his lecture, “The Hydro-
gen Atom of Fiction,” at 12:15 
p.m. today on the front porch 
of the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall.

McCown, a professor at 
the University of Southern 
Maine and Virginia Com-
monwealth University, will 
spend his time at the po-
dium making comparisons 
between the periodic table 
of elements and elements of 
solid writing.

“They made us stare at that 
periodic table when we were 
in seventh grade, when they 
were introducing us to the 
idea of elements that make up 
the universe,” McCown said. 
“There are elements of fiction 
that make up the fiction uni-
verse.”

McCown knows his fiction 
universe; the author of The 
Member-Guest, War Memorials 
and The Weatherman recently 
completed his fourth novel 
and has received two Pulit-
zer Prize nominations, in ad-
dition to twice winning the 
American Fiction Prize.

Elements of the fiction uni-
verse include character, plot, 
theme, setting and voice, 
McCown said, and part of 
his lecture will include his 
asking audience members 
to hierarchize them. Each is 
important in its own right, he 
said, and a person can write 
an interesting story without 
all five of those. They just do 
so at their own risk.

The element that McCown 
believes to be the cornerstone 
of the others may be a sur-
prise to the audience, he said. 
There is some dissenting 
thought over which element 
is the most important: some 
say character, others, plot. 
McCown cited Anton Chek-
hov and Raymond Carver 
as key figures in the school 
of character, while Edgar 
Allan Poe used plot as the 
dominant element, a belief he 
shared with Aristotle.

While the debate between 
which element should be 
subservient, plot or charac-
ter, has been raging for years, 

McCown

‘Art in the new economy’

McCown said he wanted to 
get people to wake up to the 
fact that there is one crucial 
element undervalued — but 
which element that is, is any-
one’s guess.

“In my sense, there’s a lot 
being overlooked, and I want 
to get people to see that ele-
ment in a new light so they’ll 
take it more seriously,” Mc-
Cown said. “I’ll be giving 
a lot of examples from the 
history of literature to try to 
prove my point. I’m going to 
try to take the discussion in a 
different direction.”

As for the continual sci-
entific references throughout 
his week on the grounds — in 
addition to the lecture “The 
Hydrogen Atom of Fiction,” 
McCown also taught the 
workshop “Diamonds from 
Coal: The Art of the Short-
Short Story” — McCown said 
it was purely coincidental, 
and that he has absolutely no 
background in science. But, 
like the poet Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge once noted in re-
gard to chemistry, science 
provides the handiest of met-
aphors.

“The world of science or 
math, any of the hard sci-
ences, provides such easy 
metaphors because quite of-
ten, that’s the world of clear-
cut results,” McCown said. 
“Writing fiction or poetry, 
any of the literary art forms, 
is a much messier process. 
Our experiments are not 
quite so controlled.”

The use of scientific met-
aphors, he said, makes it 
easier to conceptualize a fi-
nal goal. But still, the liter-
ary process is in many ways 
more complex than that of 
science, he added.

“It would never be as easy 
to write a diamond of a short 
story as it would be to cut a 
gem in which the perfection 
can become obvious,” Mc-
Cown said. “Perfection is 
much less obvious in the lit-
erary arts and perhaps even 
unattainable.”
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“Everything about Donny 
is deeply rooted in how much 
fun we had in that TV show,” 
Alexander said.
At first, “Donny Clay Will 

Show You — The Way!” was 
open only for corporate book-
ings. Alexander said it had a 
directional skeleton, but the 
meat of each show was re-
written and tailored for each 
company. After leaving its au-
diences in stitches and receiv-
ing rave reviews, Alexander 
was challenged again by his 
agents to mold the show for 
general audiences. Instead 
of using product names and 
poking fun at chief execu-
tives, Donny now addresses 

common concerns such as 
first impressions, physical ap-
pearances and romantic rela-
tionships. Though the general 
show is more structured, Al-
exander said there is room for 
plenty of improvisation.

“A lot of the show is still 
interactive with audiences,” 
he said. “Depending on who 
gets involved, anything can 
happen.”

Alexander, a New Jersey 
native, said he grew up go-
ing to Broadway shows and 
watching live stage perfor-
mances. In school, he trained 
for the theater. Up until 1990 
when he was offered the part 
of the ill-fated, haphazard 
George Costanza on NBC’s 
hit sitcom “Seinfeld,” Alex-
ander said he “had no fan-
tasies of having any kind of 

career in film or TV.” After 
nine unprecedented seasons, 
Alexander decided to return 
to his first love: live theater.
“I find the greatest thrills 

and greatest challenges and 
some of my most rewarding 
times as an actor have been 
performing live,” he said. 
“Because of that direct com-
munication with the audi-
ence, there’s no safety net, 
no breaks, no ‘let’s do an-
other take.’ I became an ac-
tor because of my desire to 
perform live.”

Alexander said being 
aware of a live audience as 
an actor often means negat-
ing them and trying to stay 
in the world of the play. 
However, with his newest 
theatrical venture, Alexan-
der said he doesn’t have to 

put up that fourth wall be-
tween him and the audience 
— the world of Donny is the 
world of the audience.

“That is really freeing and 
refreshing and fun,” he said.

Marty Merkley, Chautau-
qua vice president and direc-
tor of programming, said the 
Institution rarely has the op-
portunity to bring in come-
dians, let alone comedians of 
Alexander’s stature.

“I think it’s going to be 
great fun,” he said.

As Chautauqua is Don-
ny’s last stop, Alexander 
said he anticipates tonight’s 
performance to be his best 
of the tour.

“With Donny,” he said, 
“you never know what’s go-
ing to happen.”

AlexandeR
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He has said and written, 
“American colleges and uni-
versities do not expect or 
demand enough from un-
dergraduates with respect 
to becoming morally literate 
and active.”

He has walked the talk. 
When he assumed the role 
of Morehouse College presi-
dent in 2007, he put his vi-
sion for moral education 
into practice and translated 
that vision into the college 
program and curriculum.

“We are seeking to instill 

moral literacy, imagination 
and agency in our students,” 
Franklin said. “We are pre-
paring Renaissance men 
with social conscience and 
global perspective.” 

His lecture will include a 
description of the Morehouse 
College program, or as he 
writes, “the components of 
this experiment including our 
‘Five Wells.’ Morehouse stu-
dents will be well-read, well-
spoken, well-traveled, well-
dressed and well-balanced.”

Franklin has strong ties to 
Chautauqua. Not only is he a 
member of the board of trust-
ees, he was the Chautauqua 
Institution Theologian in Resi-

dence in 2005. He lectured on 
“Sacred Texts in Context” in 
the Amphitheater in 2007.  

He suggests, “perhaps the 
Chautauqua model (liberal 
learning and love of ideas, re-
spect for diversity, celebration 
of religious diversity and in-
spiration from music and cul-
ture) are resources for helping 
American higher education.”

He is a contemporary in-
carnation of the early Ameri-
can college presidents who 
were frequently ministers as 
well as teachers. Franklin re-
ceived a Master of Divinity 
in Christian social ethics and 
pastoral care from Harvard 
University and completed a 

Franklin
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I really enjoyed it and felt 
appreciated there.”

He said he especially 
liked the stories in church, 
and he will speak today 
about how important sto-
ries and narratives are to 
the moral imagination.

Cox grew up during the 
Depression, and his mem-
ories are pretty vivid and 
not all bad, he said.

“There are some good 
things that came out of 
that that we may be learn-
ing now,” he added.

Cox’s father was justice 
of the peace and his hear-
ing chamber was their liv-
ing room, he said. Some-
times he had a hidden 
view of the proceedings 
and saw how his father 
had to really make just 
and compassionate deci-
sions on the spot. Then his 
father would talk about 
the decisions later. This 

and the church school, Cox 
said, got him interested in 
moral reasoning.

A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 
and Yale University, Cox 
earned a doctorate at Har-
vard. A prolific author, his 
most recent book is When 
Jesus Came to Harvard: Mak-
ing Moral Choices Today. His 
book titled The Secular City, 
published in 1965, was an 
international bestseller and 
was selected by the Univer-
sity of Marburg as one of 
the most influential books 
of Protestant theology in 
the 20th century.

Some of his other books 
include The Feast of Fools; 
The Seduction of the Spirit; 
Religion in the Secular City; 
Liberation Theology and the 
Future of World Christianity; 
Many Mansions: A Christian’s 
Encounters With Other Faiths; 
and The Rise of Pentecostal 
Spirituality.

For Langsam, artists have 
never lost faith in their art, 
yet artists have lost faith in a 
kind of art. The painter said 
the art world no longer has 
the framework that various 
movements, figuration and 
abstraction provided to art-
ists.

“Now, you can do what-
ever you want and there is 
a freedom in that, but there 
is also no structure in that,” 
Langsam said. “[My] paint-
ings are longing this time 
where … people had faith in 
Modernism and even though 
I know that’s impossible, 
that’s what they are about.”

Langsam is a faculty 
member at Rutgers Univer-
sity. She received her M.A. of 
Fine Arts from Queens Col-
lege, The City University of 
New York. The Frederieke 
Taylor Gallery in New York 
City and the Cleveland Cen-
ter for Contemporary Art are 
among the places she has 
presented solo exhibitions. 
She is a painting instructor 
at the Chautauqua School of 
Art this season.

Cox
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doctorate in ethics and soci-
ety, and religion and the so-
cial sciences at the University 
of Chicago. Before he became 
president of Morehouse Col-
lege, Franklin was a Distin-
guished Professor of Social 
Ethics at Emory University 
and a senior fellow at the Cen-
ter for the Study of Law and 
Religion at the law school.

A Phi Beta Kappa gradu-
ate in political science and 
religion, Franklin also has 
traveled extensively and has 
studied seven languages. 
He is a recipient of a Ford 
Foundation grant to study 
and examine religion in 
public life and has authored 
three books: Crisis in the Vil-
lage: Restoring Hope in Afri-
can American Communities; 
Another Day’s Journey: Black 
Churches Confronting the 
American Crisis and Liberat-
ing Visions: Human Fulfill-
ment and Social Justice in Af-
rican American Thought.

At 10 p.m. tonight at the College 
Club, Dan Wilbur, comedian and 

self-proclaimed “smartest man 
alive,” will offer comedy in the 
form of stand-up. Hailing from 
Cleveland, Wilbur has profiles 

posted on comedy sites including  
rooftopcomedy.com and 

dailycomedy.com. Each of these 
profiles boast Wilbur’s pride in 
helping to found and establish 

a Stand-Up Comedy Club at 
Bard College in Annandale-on-

Hudson, N.Y. According to his 
Web site, “Dan’s clever stand-up 

will shield you from the drudgery 
of modern existence, rather than 

pull you down to his level of 
pettiness and boredom.”

‘Smartest man alive’ Coming to College Club
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by Beverly Hazen
Staff writer

Come to hear Native 
American storytelling by 
Tina Nelson at 4:15 p.m. to-
day at the Mabel Powers 
Firecircle. Nelson is the na-
ture counselor for the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club, so she is a 
familiar figure to children 
here on the grounds. Nelson 
said she finds that storytell-
ing provides a special way of 

entertaining and educating. 
She also said she feels that 
Native American stories are 
filled with lessons about hu-
man relationships with na-
ture that can be enjoyed by 
young and old alike.

Nelson is the nature guide 
who conducts the early Tues-
day morning (7:30 a.m.) Bird 
Walk and Talks for the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club. As a na-
ture educator, Nelson is active 
in the Roger Tory Peterson 

Institute and the Jamestown 
Audubon Nature Center.

The Firecircle is located 
creek side, below the east end 
of Thunder Bridge. It may 
be reached by the path next 
to the stream from Club or 
from the ravine path lakeside 
at the bridge. The BTG spon-
sors this event and all are 
welcome. An adult should 
accompany children younger 
than 12 years old. Rain loca-
tion is Smith Wilkes Hall.

by Jessica Hanna
Staff writer

In 2008, Chautauqua re-
ceived matching gifts from 
31 different companies, total-
ing $104,266. These charitable 
matching programs combine 
a company gift with the gen-
erous gifts of Chautauqua do-
nors, helping to provide the 
quality programming and 
scholarships for which the In-
stitution is renowned.

Ralph and Helen Crockett 
make a gift toward the theater, 
which is matched yearly by 
General Electric. According 
to Ralph, a retired employee, 
the GE Foundation Matching 
Gifts Program started in 1975, 
and through various donors 
has been matching donations 
for the Institution for 30 years. 
The donor chooses where the 
money is applied; the Crock-
etts have chosen to fund a 
theater scholarship.

The Crocketts first came 
to Chautauqua in the mid 
’60s and purchased property 
in 1973. They said they al-
ways have been interested in 
theater and loved the Cleve-
land Play House in their 
hometown. When they came 

to Chautauqua, they said, 
they realized the theater, 
with inadequate facilities at 
the time, needed support.

Ralph, who served as 
a member of the board of 
trustees for eight years, got 
involved with Friends of 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany as its first president. 
He said he is proud of the 
group’s continued accom-
plishments, which pro-
vides relationships with 
theater students to make 
them feel at home.

“The students, when they 
come here, are amazed at 
the audience they have and 
are amazed to be among 
friends,” Ralph said.

Lowell and Becca Strohl, 
who have given to the an-
nual fund for most of the 
50 years they have been at 
Chautauqua, have their gift 
matched by Exxon Mobil 
Corp., from which Lowell 
is retired. The company, 
like many other companies, 
has a matching program for 
cultural institutions. The 
program matches a gift dol-
lar for dollar up to $2,000.

Lowell said he and his wife 
are very dedicated to the In-

stitution and to its goals. They 
realize that many people don’t 
know that gate tickets cover 
only a portion of the cost of 
operating the Institution, and 
said they hope that once peo-
ple are aware, they will give. 
The matching of their annual 
gift by Exxon Mobil enables 
them to provide more for 
Chautauqua.

“I feel pretty strongly 
that everyone who comes to 
Chautauqua ought to be an 
annual fund contributor,” 
Lowell said. “Some people 
can give $50 and some people 
can give thousands of dollars, 
but nonetheless, all of those 
contributions are important. 
If you enjoy Chautauqua and 
want it to continue, you need 
to support it.”

According to informa-
tion from the Chautauqua 
Foundation office, most 
major U.S. companies have 
a matching gift program 
with a simple application 
procedure. Donors are en-
couraged to contact their 
human resources/person-
nel office to see if their 
company participates in a 
matching gift program.

One of the many won-
derful traditions of the He-
brew Congregation is the 
annual luncheon, which 
will be held this year at 
12:15 p.m. Saturday in the 
Athenaeum Hotel. The 
cost is $25. This year, the 
new officers will be in-
stalled. These officers are 
Marilyn Neuman, presi-
dent; Arthur Salz, ritual 
vice president; Judy Farber, 
program vice president; 
Gloria Gould, recording 
secretary; Judy Goldman, 
corresponding secretary; 
and Len Katz, treasurer.

Entertainment for this 
event will be provided by 

three Voice Program stu-
dents who are recipients of 
scholarship awards given 
by the Hebrew Congrega-
tion. Each summer, five to 
seven scholarships are giv-
en to students in the School 
of Music. Featured in this 
musicale are Danielle Bir-
rittella, Raquel Gonzalez 
and Daniel Johansson. The 
Hebrew Congregation in-
vites everyone to come and 
enjoy a lovely afternoon of 
good food, good music and 
good friends. For reserva-
tions, call Gloria Gould at 
(716) 357-2046.

Nelson to tell Native American stories

Hebrew Congregation to install 
new officers at annual luncheon

Matching gifts bolster philanthropy

Correspondence from our readers

Letters to the Editor

Photo by Roger J. Coda

Tina Nelson presents Native American stories for the Bird, Tree & Garden Club during a rainy day at Smith 
Wilkes Hall.

 

Playgrounds
A playground for preschool 
children is located at the 
Children’s School, Hurst 
and Pratt avenues. A 
playground for school-age 
children is located at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club. Both 
are available to the public 
during non-program hours. 
An additional playground 
for school-age children is 
located in the wooded 
area adjacent to the 
Chautauqua Tennis Center.

Dear Editor:
I’m not sure whether I was more offended by Michael No-

vak’s ethnic jokes or his outmoded ethno-centrism that so 
sharply contrasted with the Chautauqua spirit that values 
the contributions of all religions and civilizations. What was 
with those jokes about African cannibals, Russian peasant 
envy, or the one with the punch line, “my Indian just died?” 
Do they still get big laughs at the American Enterprise In-
stitute? In his attempt to demonstrate the supremacy of the 
Judaeo-Christian faith, the scholar Novak completely ignored 
the beliefs and profound contributions of Islam, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, those of the American Indian, and 
Athenian democracy to boot. And, in the face of the worst 
worldwide economic crisis since the Great Depression, Novak 
had hardly anything to say concerning its root causes, ways 
to prevent another debacle, or the fundamental issue of ethics 
and capitalism. 

Arthur Salz
Chautauqua, N.Y.

Dear Editor:
There have been some really memorable and historic 

events  in Chautauqua's 135-year-old history. Add one more: 
Elie Wiesel, July 27, 2009. When is the last time one experi-
enced seeing our guest lecturer receive a standing ovation 
before he or she said one word? When was the last time you 
sat and listened for one hour in an amphitheater in which you 
could hear a pin drop? 

Elie Wiesel joins our pantheon of Chautauqua greats.  It 
was an honor and privilege to be a witness to the event and to 
the genius and brilliance of the man. Wiesel in the morning 
and afternoon; ballet, opera and theater in the evening. All 
world-class and only in Chautauqua.

vic gelb 
Prendergast Point

Dear Editor:
Chautauqua’s bicycle rules address the issues of gear, ar-

eas, speed, right of way, and the law. What could these rules 
look like if they applied to Chautauqua walkers?  

Gear: When Chautauquans are walking they will wear a 
yellow yield sign on their derriere, a red hat (blinking red 
hats are optional), and carry a flashlight after 7 PM.  This 
should not be considered a uniform as we want to promote 
individuality.  Also, dogs must be on a leash not more than 
2.45 meters long.     

Areas: Greeting others and holding conferences in the 
middle of the street is prohibited! Please move to the side of 
the road and assure that your yellow yield sign is showing to 
the passing walkers.  Turn on your red light if available.

Speed: Walking must be at least 2 miles per hour.  If you 
cannot maintain that pace, confine your walking to the red 
brick areas or take skipping lessons on the yellow brick road.  
Information about the skipping classes and where the yellow 
brick road can be found in the “Special Studies catalog.”

Right of Way: People will give the right of way to others 
who are older than them.  Thus each person who wants to 
have right of way must wear their age on the front and back 
of their walking shirts.  If you are older than 90, one needs to 
wear a gold star and everyone will move out of your way.

Law:  Walking and talking on a cell phone is a felony 
(WUI — Walking under the influence of a cell phone). Citi-
zens’ arrests are encouraged, and remember, the walking 
police are everywhere.  

Maybe, we just need to promote Chautauqua as a pedes-
trian community and behave accordingly. 

Rich Flanagan
20 Hurst

Dear Editor:
The House Next Door

The house next door 
Was built by an Episcopalian family
Who raised their boys there eleven years
But moved to a larger home and sold
To a Presbyterian family
Who lived there one year
But didn’t like the Pittsburgh job and sold
To a Jewish family
Who had their son’s Bris and Bar Mitzvah there
But moved nearer family and Temple and sold
To a Catholic family
Who loved this house and neighborhood
But followed their job to Nebraska and sold
To a Chinese Doctor and his family.
She is a Buddhist, but thinks he is an Atheist
And all were wonderful neighbors
In the house next door.

Carolyn Wilson
A Methodist

DAY IN THE SUN

Photo by Sara Graca

Sunbathers make the best of a rare sunny day on the dock at 
University Beach.
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Leila Nadya Sadat argues for why the United States should support the current International Criminal Court 
during her lecture Thursday morning at the Amphitheater. 

Sadat advocates for International Criminal Court
has spent nearly $1 trillion 
on a defense budget, suggest-
ing that this country “pre-
fers war over virtually every 
other means of international 
engagement.”

President Barack Obama 
has not taken a position on 
the ICC, she said, but he has 
appointed individuals sup-
portive of the court and its 
mission to many key posts.

In 2010 there will be a re-
view of the ICC, and Sadat 
wonders if the U.S. will at-
tend the review conference.

She also wonders whether 
the U.S. will help make end-
ing impunity for war crimes 
against humanity a reality.

Reasons for U.S. to  
Support ICC

Sadat suggested some rea-
sons for the U.S. to support 
the ICC, such as self-interest, 
justice and morality. The 
ICC is important in the fight 
against international terror-
ism, she said, which is a ma-
jor concern of the U.S.

Is it moral, she asked, for 
the U.S. to refuse to support 
the ICC? Is it acceptable to 
have international legal rules 
that apply to all countries ex-
cept the U.S.?

Sadat quoted the Rev. 
Martin Niemöller, who wrote 
the following:

“First they came for the 
Jews, and I did not speak 
out because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for the com-
munists, and I did not speak 
out because I was not a com-
munist. Then they came for 
the trade unionists, and I 
did not speak out because 
I was not a trade union-
ist. Then they came for me, 
and there was no one left to 
speak out for me.”

She followed that with the 
Edmund Burke quotation, 
“All that is necessary for the 
triumph of evil is that good 
men do nothing.”

The adoption of interna-
tional law is grounded in the 
universality of Abrahamic 
faiths. But there is a shadow 
side to Abrahamic faiths, Sa-
dat said, as exemplified in the 
Bosnian War.

“We, as Americans, must 
take our deep faith in the 
rule of law to the internation-
al stage,” she said. 

It takes faith in the hope 
of justice as a remedy to de-
spair, she said.

a no action veto on those 
amendments, but then the 
U.S. demanded a vote on the 
treaty. It was approved by 
120 votes to seven.

Why, Sadat asked, would 
the U.S. propose a vote it was 
bound to lose? The answer is 
not clear, she said. It was a 
U.S. idea to have the “force of 
law and not a law of force.”

Many countries got legiti-
macy and a sense of doing 
the right thing, Sadat said. 
They needed rules, institu-
tions and institutions to en-
force the rules, she said.

“Rules and institutions 
help us to remember our 
collective responsibilities,” 
she said.

They serve as a repository 
for wisdom to guide genera-
tions. 

“Institutions can help 
make us moral,” Sadat said.

Buergenthal writes that 
if today’s mechanisms and 
norms existed in 1930, per-
haps many lives lost in the 
Holocaust would have been 
saved.

United States Actions
The U.S. did not realize 

how powerful the forces of 
the conference were, Sadat 
said. The purpose of the ICC 
was not to make war impos-
sible, but to put international 
law on the side of peace.

There are now 110 states 
that are party to the ICC stat-
utes. Alone in the West is the 
U.S., with no American judge 
on the ICC.

The second Bush adminis-
tration made an effort to de-
stroy the ICC by boycotting 
its meetings and proposing 
legislation to undermine it. 
The U.S. refused to allow the 
U.N. to pay for the apprehen-
sion of those responsible for 
the genocide in Darfur.

Sadat suggested that per-
haps at this juncture in his-
tory the situation might em-
bolden leaders who want to 
get around the ICC.

The ICC has only 18 judg-
es, a modest budget and no 
police.

She asked why the U.S. 
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by Alice R. O’Grady
Staff writer

“What is our moral and le-
gal obligation to those suffer-
ing from war crimes?”

This question was posed 
by Leila Nadya Sadat in her 
Thursday morning Amphi-
theater lecture, “Prosecut-
ing Crimes Against Human-
ity: Caught Between Justice 
and Despair.”

Sadat’s answer to the ques-
tion would be prosecution of 
the perpetrators in an inter-
national court.

She asked why the United 
States is not willing to put its 
weight behind a permanent 
commission to prevent atroc-
ity crimes.

In A Lucky Child, Judge 
Thomas Buergenthal re-
counts his experience of be-
ing a child in a concentration 
camp. At one train stop, he 
heard a woman say the place 
stank of Jews, but at the same 
station, an SS guard gave the 
boy a cup of coffee.

The guard, Sadat said, saw 
humanity in young Thomas. 

“Recognizing and re-
membering our common 
humanity is, of course, what 
can begin to change the 
world,” she said.

Sadat suggested that prac-
tical efforts to build and ap-
ply the rule of law could save 
a wretched world. Ameri-
cans have special talents and 
responsibilities, both legal 
and moral, to help improve 
the lot of others, she said.

Birth of International 
System

The foundations of an in-
ternational criminal justice 
system date back to World 
War I. Rules were set out for 
waging war, but there were no 
enforcement mechanisms ex-
cept payment of reparations.

An international commis-
sion proposed war crime tri-
als over U.S. objections, but 
the commission was a fiasco, 
Sadat said.

The League of Nations, 
without U.S. participation, 
attempted to make the World 
War I slaughter impossible to 
repeat, she said, but the orga-
nization was too feeble, espe-
cially without the U.S.

After World War II, it 
was the Americans who ar-
gued that there should be a 
trial of the Nazis. Winston 
Churchill, Sadat said, want-
ed them shot.

Robert Jackson, chief 
prosecutor for the U.S. at the 
Nuremberg Trials, argued 
that it was necessary to es-
tablish a legal principle that 

The relative success of 
these spawned the creation 
of others for crimes regard-
ing Sierra Leone, the Khmer 
Rouge, Lebanon and East 
Timor, Sadat said.

They also spawned the 
development of related com-
missions against those who 
performed atrocity crimes, 
such as former Chilean dic-
tator Augusto Pinochet and 
former dictator Hissene Ha-
bre of Chad.

The indigenous “Gacaca” 
trials in Rwanda try perpe-
trators of genocide, of whom 
there are about 100,000. The 
trials are fast, familiar and 
traditional, Sadat said.

Current International 
Criminal Court

The Coalition for the Inter-
national Criminal Court, now 
with about 2,500 members, 
made the establishment of an 
effective, independent and 
impartial permanent crimi-
nal court its aim. The organi-
zation’s Web site, www.iccnow.
org, is the best source of infor-
mation about the internation-
al court, Sadat said.

In 1998, about 60 coun-
tries formed an organiza-
tion they called the Like 
Minded Group to establish 
a permanent ICC. Sadat said 
it was plain old-fashioned 
hard work and good luck 
that allowed negotiations to 
come to fruition.

Their first meeting in 
Rome was attended by lead-
ers and by hundreds of del-
egates from more than 165 
countries and 250 non-gov-
ernmental organizations, in-
cluding those from the U.S.

They demanded that gov-
ernments stop the impunity 
of those that commit crimes 
against humanity.

The U.S. delegation contrib-
uted to the treaty’s substance.

It was a five-week confer-
ence, but near the end, In-
dia and the U.S. proposed 
amendments that would kill 
the possibility of getting the 
treaty approved.

Norway was able to get 

the prosecutions in the court 
and the Security Council has 
five permanent members, one 
of them which is the United 
States of America, and the 
United States of America 
could therefore veto any case 
that could be brought before 
the ICC. So, I try to keep it 
fairly succinct. There were 
some other allegations as 
well, but essentially it comes 
down to, I think they would 
say, the United States gets a 
special place in the world be-
cause it uses its military more 
often than other countries 
and therefore deserves a spe-
cial place in the world, and I 
think that’s exactly what they 
would say if they were here.

Q: This question suggests 
that perhaps the concern 

is that the ICC would be con-
trolled by countries who do not 
have … judicial systems based 
on a rule of law. Would you 
comment on that?

A: One of the things you 
can do, if you would 

like, is go to the ICC Web 
site and you can actually see 
where the judges are from. 
So initially this was the kind 
of speculation that went on 
in 1998, ’99 and especially 
after 2000, during the Bush 
years, but now we have sev-
eral elections that have actu-
ally been held. Where do the 
judges come from? Canada, 
Sweden, Norway, Latvia. 
It’s true we have a Ghana-
ian, but Ghana has a very 
effective legal system. These 
are some of the best judges 
in the world, so while one 
could be afraid of interna-
tional justice, and this is a 
theme that one hears in anti-
ICC rhetoric, when one actu-
ally looks at the courts judi-
ciary today, that fear is not 
well founded. And I think 
the Bush administration, 
even in 2006, started to back 
off its anti-ICC rhetoric. We 
didn’t vote for the Darfur 
resolution in the Security 
Council, but we didn’t veto 
it, and there were many 
statements by then legal ad-
viser John Bellinger to the 
effect that we see the court 
is operating properly.

Q: Can you speak about … 
genocide going on in Tibet, 

where the Chinese continue to be 
killing indigenous Tibetans and 
discriminating against them, and 
the hope for justice there?

A: Well, one of the things 
that happen[ed] dur-

ing the Rome Conference 
was that the U.S. delega-
tion pushed very, very hard 
for war crimes committed 
in internal armed conflict 
to come within the hospice 
of the ICC statute, and that 
would include things like 
autonomous regions and 
things that are being com-
mitted in territories being 
held by another state. Chi-
na, of course, objected to 
that; the U.S. was successful. 
The ICC statute does include 
crimes against humanity 
and war crimes committed 
in internal, as well as in-
ternational, armed conflict. 
That’s one of the reasons 
China did not vote for the 
ICC statute either.

— Transcribed by  
Regina Garcia Cano

Q: I’m wondering if you 
might try to [do] this, as 

hard as it is, and I know a good 
lawyer can, to set aside your pas-
sion and advocacy, and perhaps 
explore with us a little bit more 
[of] what I imagine are good and 
smart people in this country who 
do not agree with you on why the 
United States should participate 
in this and try to stay [as] neu-
trally as you can … if they had 
asked you to represent them in 
this case what you might be say-
ing on their behalf.

A: Well, the U.S. made six 
objections to the ICC, 

assuming that we are talk-
ing about the ICC and not 
the ad hocs, and basically all 
six of them came down to 
there was no exception to the 
United States, and I don’t say 
that as a criticism, it’s what 
they argued. They wanted a 
Security Council filter for all 

no people or leaders have 
the right to wage war or 
commit atrocities.

International law, accord-
ing to the Nuremberg Trials, 
imposes duties on men, not 
just nations, for the breach 
of which they may be tried 
and punished. Sadat said 
this was an extraordinary 
breakthrough. The Nurem-
berg and Tokyo trials devel-
oped a new system of inter-
national justice and human 
rights law.

Efforts to Build a New 
System

Afterward, there was an 
effort to codify the Nurem-
berg legacy and codify the 
crime of genocide with 
the Geneva Convention. A 
standing international crimi-
nal court also was suggested, 
but the Cold War interfered. 
However, on the human 
rights side, many treaties 
were adopted, but enforce-
ment was weak.

After the fall of commu-
nism in 1989, the United Na-
tions was particularly con-
cerned with the waging of 
war and making of peace. 
When Iraq invaded Kuwait, 
President George H.W. Bush 
went to the Security Council 
to condemn the invasion.

The former Yugoslavia War 
Crimes Tribunal was the first 
since Nuremberg. The Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia 
has grown into a major in-
ternational organization. It 
has more than 1,000 employ-
ees and an annual budget of 
about $170 million. It is sup-
ported by the U.S., both finan-
cially and with personnel.

That and the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwan-
da are proceeding.
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s y m p h o n y

by Anthony Bannon
Guest reviewer

Just a light summer breeze 
Tuesday evening through the 
Amphitheater, a soft counter-
point to a natural unfolding 
of Mozart’s music — a late 
symphony, a concerto and 
the overture of an opera: A 
diverse program for late July 
near a lake.

This entirely Mozart night, 
without intermission, was 
the inspiration of guest con-
ductor Günther Herbig, for-
merly music director of the 
Dresden Philharmonic; then 
the Berlin, Detroit and Toron-
to Symphonies; and now mu-
sic director of the Taiwanese 
National Symphony Orches-
tra. It was programming for 
summertime, he said.

The concert centerpiece in 
the continuing anniversary 
highlight of Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra prin-
cipal players was the “Con-
certo for Flute and Harp,” 
from 1778, featuring flutist 
Richard Sherman and harp-
ist Beth Robinson in com-
manding performances, as-
sured by Herbig’s careful 
modulation of relationship 
between solo instruments 
and the orchestra. Flute, harp 
and orchestra begin the con-
certo as one element, an as-
sertive introduction for the 
slow beginning. And then 
the fun begins — flute and 
harp often intertwining as 
one instrument, then one or 
the other playing into and 
through the other. At turns 
noble, and then jaunty, al-
ways joyful, these solo in-
struments, sometimes mis-
represented as delicate, held 
the huge space very well, as 
Herbig maintained a lovely 
balance, making a comfort-
able bed with the strings.

With the sweeping grace 
of the second Adagio move-
ment, a train of melody, 
charming and exquisite, pre-
pares the listener for a long 
duet, just the temperament 
for an idyll. Not about nature, 
but fully drawn from the nat-
ural harmonies of wind and 
wave and the play of the light 
of day, Mozart here and in 
the subsequent “Symphony 
No. 36 in C Major” connects 
one theme to another, link-
ing motives like a family tree, 
each bearing the likeness of 
the other, though fully sepa-
rate and distinct.

Such is the sweeping lux-
ury of the Adagio, next dot-
ted and closed with a robust 
Allegro movement, done 
with jaunty confidence and 
the colors of a courtly dance. 
Then, just as the harp took 
flight, a handful of geese 
joined in a vocal fly-by — one 
of the gifts of performance 
outdoors.

The concert opener was 
the Overture from Don 
Giovanni, composed in 1787, 
a brief contrast in manners 
and portent, as the orches-
tra is summoned first for a 
commanding declaration of 

Food Daily: 
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Ice Cream 
Daily: 

Sun – Thurs.: 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Fri – Sat.: 
11 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.

T H E  G A Z E B O
Brewing Starbucks coffee including 
espresso, cappucino and your favorite 
Starbucks blends. Assorted pastries, 
muffi ns and treats are available to 
accompany your beverage of choice. 
Daily 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Light breakfast items including breakfast 
sandwiches are available at the Gazebo. 
Daily 7 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Grilled 
Filet 

Mignon 
Sandwich

New 
for this 

year

EVERYTHING AVAILABLE TO GO!

ENJOY OUR DECKS AT THE REFECTORY 
THEY’RE A GREAT PLACE TO GATHER

The spot to be on Bestor Plaza 
for your favorites

Pizza
Soups
The Grill
Fresh Salad
Deli Sandwiches
Ice Cream

A  W O R L D  O F  F O O D

R · E ·V · I · E ·W

Entirely Mozart concert highlighted by flute and harp

Photos by Jordan Schnee

Above, harpist Beth Robinson 
and flutist Richard Sherman 

share interlocking solo parts  
as guest conductor Günther 

Herbig leads the CSO through 
an all-Mozart concert Tuesday 

night in the Amp. Right, Herbig 
leads the CSO through the 

second piece of the concert.

the spirit of the murdered 
Don Pedro and then to rak-
ish flourishes suggesting the 
devilish caprice of his killer, 
Giovanni. Herbig established 
quickly his deliberate and ar-
ticulate control, so pleasantly 
continued in the concerto 
and symphony.

The 36th Symphony, nick-
named “The Linz” after the 
city where it was quickly 
composed and performed 
in a lightning strike of four 
days in 1783, like the others 
begins with a full orchestra 
assertion. It quiets briefly for 
a slow introduction, giving 
way to a livelier and spirited 
allegro.

Theme tumbles upon 
theme, rounding in waves of 
related expression. Through 
the flow and curve of it, a lis-
tener reflects upon just how 
many ways one can find to 
be lovely. The reverie of a sec-
ond short Adagio movement 
prepares for a Minuet, which 
prefigures melody from “The 
Magic Flute,” before a finale 
that proposes a wonderful 
drama outside of time, name-
ly in the relation of soft and 
loud, a play that Herbig and 
the orchestra seemed to enjoy.

The little gestures — the 
surprising punctuation of 
the trumpet and timpani in 
the Adagio, unexpected tim-
ing in the fourth movement 
— take privilege away from 

the big moves and restore 
a balance that Herbig kept 
under keen watch. The audi-
ence loved it and insisted the 
guest conductor return for 
three bows.

It was the same for soloists 
Robinson and Sherman — one 
in a formal gown, the other in 
black T-shirt — who also re-
ceived huge applause from the 
audience and huzzahs from 
friends in the orchestra.

Their friends the geese, 
however, were gone. They 
didn’t stay for bows. Just the 

breeze remained, the stand-
in for nature.

Anthony Bannon is direc-
tor of George Eastman House 
in Rochester, N.Y. Formerly, he 
was an arts writer for The Buf-
falo News.

Rollerblading
Rollerblading is permitted 
on perimeter streets only: 
Massey Ave. and North 
and South Lake drives.

Land & Building
Building permits must be obtained from the Community Design 
Office (357-6245) for all interior and exterior work. To maintain 
Chautauqua’s contemplative atmosphere, construction without 
Institution permission is prohibited during the summer season. 
House trailers, mobile homes or camper-type trailers or other 
similar types of movable structures may not be used as living 
quarters on the grounds or in Institution parking lots. 
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d a n c e

R · E ·V · I · E ·W

Anna Gerberich and Addul Manzano perform “Grand Pas Classique.”

Photos by  
Katie Roupe

Rebecca Carmazzi 
performs to “Lascia 
la Spina.”

Marty Merkley presents flowers to Violette Verdy, a former 
Chautauqua Dance instructor. The evening of pas de deux was in 
honor of the famous ballerina.

Jamie Dee and Justin VanWeest perform “Scene 1 — Psycho.”

by Anthony Bannon
Guest reviewer

Violette Verdy received 
flowers Wednesday eve-
ning in the Amphitheater. 
For nearly 60 years, she gave 
life: First to the art of dance 
and to those who study it, 
to movement at its most el-
egant, and then to its direc-
tion, to leading dance the-
aters and companies and 
teaching at universities and 
at Chautauqua. To audiences, 
to dance theaters and to stu-
dents, her contributions have 
been “incomparable,” said 
Marty Merkley, Chautauqua 
vice president and director of 
programming.

The “Evening of Pas de 
Deux,” an annual gift from 
the resident North Carolina 
Dance Theatre, set the stage 
and defined terms for a cel-
ebration of Verdy’s work. The 
NCDT company set a context 
by programming dance cho-
reographed by her teacher 
and by colleagues and added 
a piece from the repertoire 
company she served for most 
of her career.

At the heart of the eve-
ning was a showing of ex-
cerpts from a new docu-
mentary directed by Nefin 
Dinc and produced by Sara 
Lundine, “Violette Verdy: 
The Artist Teacher at Chau-
tauqua Institution.”

Merkley brought her to 
the stage after the screening, 
where she lauded what she 
called “the ideal Chautauqua 
combinations of attention to 
religion and the arts,” and at-
tention “to love and reason,” 
and she praised and thanked 
the Institution’s administra-
tion and its audiences, “won-
derful people who attend 
performances in bigger num-
bers every year.”

The audience Wednesday 
in the Amp had a direct les-
son in the relationship be-
tween art and education. 

NCDT Rehearsal Director 
Sasha Janes choreographed a 

piece for Handel’s aria, “Las-
cia la Spina, Cogli la Rosa,” 
from Rinaldo. There were big 
life and death suggestions 
for the pas de deux by Janes 
and Rebecca Carmazzi, but 
the point of the evening was 
that the two extraordinary 
dancers stepped out of the 
frame. Way out of the box, 
they went with their bod-
ies to much different places, 
aesthetic arenas where they 
could put arms and legs 
together in ways very few 
have seen or considered.

The audience in the Amp 
got it; their absolute stillness 
in witness of something tru-
ly remarkable revealed the 
shared understanding that 
they were witnesses to some-
thing privileged and unique. 
Sudden and unexpected syn-
chronies emerged in Janes’ 
dance from impossible con-
figurations; lifts emerged 
from lithe exchange on the 
floor. Like fine education, this 
art opened doors for the un-
named and unimagined.

Rebecca Carmazzi and Sasha Janes perform to “Lascia la Spina.”

Preceding the honors 
to Verdy, two other stun-
ning contemporary works 
from Nicolo Fonte, who has 
worked before with NCDT, 
and company choreographer 
Mark Diamond graced the 
stage. Both secured the no-
tion of the shared virtue of 
fine art and fine education.

To a Bach “Partita No. 2 
in D Minor for Solo Violin,” 
Kara Wilkes and Janes again 
located classical lines for 
contemporary notions about 
what bodies can do when 
lined together, opening and 
closing in both the details 
and in the larger composi-
tions, a beautiful trope in 
Diamond’s eye, as touching 
as any traditional structure.

Fonte’s work, an excerpt 
from his larger dance called 
“A Night at the Movies,” ex-
tracted the violence of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s film “Psycho” 
for chilling effect with Jamie 
Dee and Justin VanWeest.

There also was ample 
grounding for the con-

Celebrating the ‘incomparable’ Verdy
NCDT fetes former Chautauqua Dance instructor in evening of pas de deux

Kara Wilkes and Sasha Janes perform “At Knight.”

cert in classical form. The 
“Grand Pas Classique” 
by Verdy’s teacher, Victor 
Gsovsky, gave opportunity 
for a showing of virtuosity 
from Gerberich and Addul 
Manzano. And Traci Gil-
chrest and David Ingram 
performed a lovely synopsis 
of the “Romeo and Juliet” 
choreography by Verdy’s 
colleague at New York City 
Ballet and Chautauqua, the 
artistic director of NCDT 
and Chautauqua Dance, 
Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux.

A gift for the memory — 
and for the imagination — 
was the “Tchaikovsky Pas 
de Deux,” which George 
Balanchine choreographed 
for performance in 1960 by 
Verdy. She  worked with Bal-
anchine for 18 years until her 
retirement from the stage in 
1976. Verdy was rare among 
the Balanchine prima bal-
lerinas, brought in to the 
company from France for her 
sparkling vitality, rather than 
developed from within, as 
was Balanchine’s custom. In 
her first two years with the 
company, Balanchine created 
six dances for her, an unprec-
edented move by the master.

Imagine, then, Verdy 
watching radiant NCDT balle-
rina Alessandra Ball, each year 
a pleasure to see return to the 
Chautauqua stage, dance the 
piece with Dustin Layton. Ball 
sends out, like a personal mes-
sage to each audience member, 
a charisma conveyed through 
confidence and visceral con-
nection, magnetizing her au-
dience to join her in the act of 
creation.

This kind of relationship, 
after all, also is the one be-
tween teacher and student, 
made all the more powerful 
when it establishes a connec-
tion through art that engages 
and convinces an audience to 
carry the wonder forward.

Anthony Bannon was the 
dance critic for The Buffalo 
News. He now is the director of 
George Eastman House Interna-
tional Museum of Photography 
and Film in Rochester, N.Y.
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Bring on the heat
After learning 
about fire 
safety, the  
kids at the 
Children’s 
School got a 
special treat: 
They were 
sprayed with  
a fire hose.

Photos by Sara Graca

Above, kids at the Children’s School are sprayed by a hose from a fire 
truck last Friday. Right, Royal “Butch” Briggs Jr., chief of the Chautauqua 
Volunteer Fire Department, helps children get into the fire truck for a tour. 
Left, counselor Sarah Ferguson playfully fights off Group 1 classmates 
Cal Benson and Genna Barge. Below, Mark Powers, assistant chief of the 
Chautauqua Volunteer Fire Department, puts on all his gear to show the 
children what firefighters would look like if they came to their house so they 
wouldn’t be afraid of firefighters in an emergency.

The art of youth
The Children’s Art Show will close at 5 p.m. today in 
Logan Galleries on Bestor Plaza. The exhibition includes 
pieces made by students of the Children’s School, 
members of the Boys’ and Girls’ Club and of the 
Chautauqua School of Art Young Artists Program.

Abby Drucis - Age 12
Young Artist Workshop

Tepper Blair - Age 11
Young artist

Joe’s Button Factory
5’s Blue Crew

young
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t h e a t e r

by Stacey Federoff
Staff writer

Returning Chautauqua 
Theater Company members 
Ryan Garbayo and Amelia 
Pedlow said they are both 
grateful they were able to re-
turn for a second season.

“I think for me it felt like a 
homecoming this year; I had 
a wonderful time last year 
and to be able to come back is 
a great treat,” Garbayo said.

Both actors star in “The 
Glass Menagerie,” directed 
by CTC Co-Artistic Director 
Ethan McSweeny, which will 
be performed at 4 p.m. today 
in Bratton Theater and will 
have four more performanc-
es through Sunday.

Pedlow, who plays Laura 
Wingfield, said she has fo-
cused much more on study-
ing the text of the play and 
rehearsing than last year.

“Last year, the play and 
the socializing and the peo-
ple were kind of evenly bal-
anced, and this year, because 
it’s such a small cast and all 
four parts are so hefty, it’s 
been a larger commitment to 
the play,” she said.

Pedlow played Sarah in 
“Sick,” one of last year’s New 
Play Workshop productions, 
and Hermia in “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream.”

Garbayo, who played Tim 
Timko in “Reckless” and 

Snout (the wall) in “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” said 
his roles this year are much 
more dramatic.

“I’m grateful to share that 
with the people here,” he 
said. “They’ll get to see a dif-
ferent side of me.”

Pedlow said Laura’s per-
sonality is easily stereotyped, 
but the actress has tried to 
make her character multidi-
mensional.

“I guess the challenge of 
her and the beauty of her is 
finding that something that 
is in everyone, the shy and 
the person who can’t be near 
the person they love because 
they’re afraid they’re going 
to pass out,” Pedlow said. 
“That kind of terror and that 
kind of wonder about things 
in life she sort of personifies 
and takes to an extreme.”

The wonder of the glass 
figurines and the terror of 
the real world frame the 
character, Pedlow said.

“She’s been a joy to work 
on, both the child that is and 
the old maid shut-in that she 
is at the exact same time,” the 
actress said.

Garbayo said he wanted 
to examine two sides of his 
character, Tom Wingfield 
— one as the narrator Tom, 
who just returned from the 
Merchant Marines, and the 
other Tom, who is active in 
his family memory.

“I think the 
character has 
two journeys 
in the play, in 
two different 
time periods. 
In the reflec-
tion, in the De-
pression era, it’s his constant 
struggle with his mother and 
how he overcomes that,” he 
said. “In the future, it’s him 
struggling to cope with his 
guilt about abandoning the 
people he loves.”

Tom is unsatisfied with his 
life, working in a shoe facto-
ry to provide for his mother, 
Amanda, and sister, Laura. 
Later, Tom brings home a 
Gentleman Caller for Laura 
“as a means of bringing real-
ity into the house.”

Amanda is played by 
guest artist Franchelle Stew-
art Dorn and the Gentle-
man Caller, Jim O’Connor, 
is played by conservatory 
member Kevin Daniels.

Garbayo said Dorn’s years’ 
experience playing great 
characters of Shakespeare 
and the American canon 
have not been intimidating 
or overbearing.

“There’s not really a lead 
character, so everybody has 
to pull their weight,” he 
said. “She has let us pull 
our own weight and she’s 
let us figure out our stuff for  
[ourselves].”

Returning conservatory 
members explore ‘Glass 
Menagerie’ characters

Photos by Roger J. Coda

Amelia Pedlow (top) and Ryan 
Garbayo (above) portray Lau-
ra and Tom Wingfield in CTC’s 
“The Glass Menagerie.”

Pedlow said she was glad 
to get the chance to work with 
McSweeny after seeing him 
direct other actors last year.

“It’s actually helpful, I 
think, to watch other people 
work with him,” Pedlow 
said. “There’s this incredible 
amount of trust from day 
one, for me anyway, that isn’t 
always there in the director, 
in the way he steers you and 
the way he pushes you.”

The three conservatory ac-
tors said they have enjoyed 
their experiences together in 
“The Glass Menagerie.” They 
have found it interesting to 
combine their different train-
ing, Pedlow and Garbayo 
said, even though it has in-
spired a friendly contest.

“The joke is we’re Yale, 
NYU and Juilliard,” Ped-
low said.

“So it’s a competition to see 
who comes out with the best 
performance,” Garbayo said.

hip-hop poetry

Photo by Jordan Schnee

Slam poet Clifton Duncan gives a charged performance Monday, 
touching upon race, class and the loss of innocence. Duncan, 
an actor in CTC’s 2008 conservatory, used hip-hop techniques, 
beatboxing and singing in his one-man show.
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r e l i g i o n

357-9880
Office Hours Daily 9-5 & Sunday 12-5

19 Roberts Avenue at the Englewood

Visit www.howardhannaholt.com to see every property on the market

Sales • Appraisals • Rentals • Property Management

Today’s Feature Property
Open Daily 1-3pm

3571 Colburn Rd. -
Bemus Point

Spacious home with lots of
amenities. Upper & lower

decks, 3 BR/2.5 BA.
$305,000

6112 Lookout Ave. - Dewittville
Large lot, 5 bdr, 2 baths,

garage, wrap porch,
and unbelievable charm!

Lake Access.
$349,500

43 North Wind Dr. - Dewittville
Panoramic lake views

highlight this 3 bdr, 2 bath
home. Large deck, enclosed

sun porch, tennis &
beachfront cabana.  $349,900

5958 Manor Dr. - Mayville
Charm and appeal describe

this 4 bdr. 2 bath home.
Screened porch, hardwood flrs

& Lake access through the
association dock.   $485,000

OPEN HOUSE
EXTRAVAGANZA
Saturday, August 1st

 6183 Terrace Ave. - Dewittville
Private year round Lakefront

Estate, pool, deck & guest house
      Plenty of room for family &
friends.  4 BR / 3 BA  $649,000.

5829 Cardinal Rd. - Mayville
If privacy is what you’re

looking for, then this is it!
Featuring 200 ft. of secluded

lakefront. 4 BR/2 BA
$569,900

4988 West Lake Rd. - Mayville
Located 1/4 mile from

Chautauqua Institution.
Situated on 1.9 acres of land

 this 5 bdr 3 bath home is
ready to enjoy.  $675,000

143 Sea Lion Dr. - Mayville
Beautiful lakefront log

cabin meticulously
maintained, featuring

3 bdr. 2 baths.  $515,000

5128 Ash St. - Ashville
Unique & historic Trolley

Depot updated for use as a
residence. Just a short walk

to the lake, 3 BR/2 BA
$127,500

12:30 – 2:00 2:30 – 4:00

12:30 – 2:00 2:30 – 4:00

12:30 – 2:00 2:30 – 4:00

12:30 – 2:00 2:30 – 4:00

12:30 – 2:00 2:30 – 4:00
102 Sea Lion Dr. - Mayville

A beautiful lake view is
yours from the deck.

Low maintenance home,
nice floor plan.

3 BR/2  BA  $110,000

“The Frontier Gandhi: Bad-
shah Khan, A Torch for Peace,” 
a 2008 film written, produced 
and directed by T.C. (Teri) 
McLuhan, will be screened at 
4 p.m. today at Chautauqua 
Cinema followed by a discus-
sion with the filmmaker.

Twenty-one years in the 
making and shot on location 
in Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India and the United States, 
“The Frontier Gandhi” tells 
the remarkable story of a 
Muslim Pashtun nonviolent 
warrior, Badshah Khan, who, 
in partnership with Mahat-
ma Gandhi, led a nonviolent 
resistance movement against 
British colonial rule in the 
first half of the 20th century. 
In the course of the freedom 
struggle, Khan created a 

100,000-strong, nonviolent 
army in the heart of violence 
(on what is now the Afghan/
Pakistan border) comprised 
of men, women and young-
sters drawn from the multi-
ethnic traditions of Afghani-
stan and India. Muslims, 
Sikhs, Christians, Hindus 
and Buddhists came together 
in the cause of peace, justice 
and human dignity for all.

Nominated twice for the 
Nobel Peace Prize, Khan’s 
improbable life and epic and 
timely story remain little 
known. He died in 1988 at age 
98 having spent 35 years in 
solitary confinement for his 
efforts to humanize humanity.

International agreements 
were obtained to film in 
Afghanistan, Khyber Pass, 

‘Frontier Gandhi’ filmmaker to lead discussion

Photos by Katie Roupe

Muslim prayer services are held at 1 p.m. Fridays at the Miller Bell Tower. Hassan Shibly (top) conducts the call to prayer at last Friday’s 
service. Imam Othman Shibly (above left) delivers the Khutba, a sermon, during the Jum’a prayer. Attendees of the service (above right) 
take a minute to relax. 

a sacred lakeside service

India and Pakistan (primar-
ily the North West Frontier 
Province) to facilitate a faith-
ful and dynamic recording of 
the deeds and sacrifices of the 
heroic men and women who 
participated in the movement  
nonviolently — against all 
odds — to film at the sites 
where events took place.

Khan’s example and legacy 
advance a greater and broader 
understanding of what is cur-
rently perceived as Afghan, 
Muslim and Pashtun. His life 
offers a profound message of 
hope for these increasingly 

troubled times.
McLuhan is an internation-

al award-winning filmmaker. 
Her films include “The Shad-
ow Catcher” and “The Third 
Walker.” She is also an author 
of five books, some of which 
include Touch the Earth, Dream 
Tracks, The Way of the Earth 
and Cathedrals of the Spirit.
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r e l i g i o n

by Judy Lawrence
Staff writer

When he looked at this 
week’s theme of “What Makes 
Us Moral?” the Right Rev. 
V. Gene Robinson said, we 
know moral behavior when 
we see it, but what is it really? 
Robinson spoke Wednesday 
afternoon. The title of his talk 
was “I used to be me but now 
I’m you: The Tough Work of 
Reconciliation.”

“Morality is about the 
choice of right over wrong,” 
he said. 

A person is not moral or 
immoral, just actions are 
moral or immoral. No one is 
moral all of the time. What 
makes any one of our actions 
moral or immoral? Robinson 
asked. The same action may 
be immoral one minute and 
moral the next, he answered.

Another difficulty involves 
the following questions, Rob-
inson said. Whose morality is 
it? And who decides if some 
action is or isn’t moral?

“In a pluralistic world, 
these questions have greater 
and greater significance,” he 
said. 

And seldom are people 
simply choosing between 
moral and immoral; more of-
ten, people are choosing the 
greater of two goods or the 
lesser of two evils, he said. 
The reality of today’s com-
plex life is people often have 
to make a choice or take an 
action not really knowing 
what is good, he added.

Neither the Jewish nor the 
early Christian scriptures 
were meant to be used for 
answers to these questions, 
Robinson said. Such usage, 
he said, has more obscured 
the ethical decision-making 
process than helped.

Robinson proposed an-
other way of looking at this 
question. 

“At the center of all that 
is, there is God. By whatever 
name and however described, 
this God willed us into being 
and loves us,” he said. 

We are all one family, he 
added. Because of our free-
dom to make decisions and 
our self-centeredness, we 
have become a fragmented 
family; what exacerbates that 
division and brokenness is 
bad — what helps reunite is 
good, he said.

But morality must be pro-
active, Robinson said. Moral 
actions are those actions that 
bring us to a greater knowl-
edge of our common human-
ity, while the immoral action 
brings us to a greater sense of 
us versus them, he added. 

“It is immoral because it 
obscures the reality that we 
are one,” he said. “The cre-
ation of an other and then its 
demonization is the begin-
ning of immorality.” 

It is the greatest threat 
to moral behavior and may 
even be an inducement to im-
moral behavior, he said.

After the fall of Com-
munism, fundamentalist 
televangelists had to find 
another evil, Robinson said. 
Their leaders, he said, decid-
ed homosexual people would 
be that evil.

The Archbishop of Nigeria 
has called gay people “low-
er than the dogs,” and the 
Archbishop of Kenya, com-
menting on Robinson’s con-
secration as bishop, said “on 
that day, Satan has entered 
the church.”

These feelings toward 
the other are based on fear, 
Robinson said. People may 
be hardwired to be afraid of 
others who they see as dif-
ferent, he said, “but even the 
default settings of computer 
hardware can be changed in-
tentionally and purposely.” 

Gospel writer Matthew’s first chapter lists four 
women among Jesus’ ancestors: Tamar, Rahab, 
Ruth and Bathsheba. What do they have in 
common? Goodness, courage and an unfair 

portrayal as sexually deviant. Chaplain Barbara Kay Lun-
dblad traced the history of one of them, known simply 
and accusingly as “Rahab, the Prostitute.” The chaplain 
chuckled as she compared Rahab’s title to that of “Gene, 
the Gay Bishop.”

But, on with the story: Joshua, Moses’ successor, when 
preparing to attack Jericho, gateway to the Promised Land, 
sent two scouts in to reconnoiter. Being smart scouts, they 
knew who the go-to gal was — Rahab, the Prostitute. Right 
away, she gave her bold testimony of faith in “the God of 
heaven and earth” who led the Israelis through the Red Sea 
and gave them victory over hostile kings.

After a night, Lundblad suspected, of possibly mixing 
business with pleasure, they were ready to leave when a 
knock came on the door. Looking through the keyhole, 
who should Rahab spy but the king of Jericho. Hmm. 
Maybe he had been here “on business” before?  She saved 
the scouts by lying to the king — as countless Jewish sym-
pathizers had done to the Gestapo — and hiding them 
among the flax stalks on her roof. Before lowering them 
to safety from her window, she extracted the promise 
that, upon the invasion, her family would be spared. They 
agreed, on condition that she would tie a crimson cord in 
her window.

Lundblad tied the cord with its blood-red symbol-
ism to the Passover lamb’s blood adorning the lintels of 
the Hebrews, saving them from the angel of death who 
was collecting the souls of Egypt’s first born. The scouts 
remembered, and the victorious Israel invaders spared 
Rahab and her family before burning the city.

The position Rahab had occupied in Jericho was margin-
al. Her house was actually built into the city’s wall. How-
ever, when the blood-red cord saved her, the walls between 
“insider” and “outsider” crumbled in her presence.

Is that why Rahab is here? Lundblad asked. Is she to 
remind us to beware of making distinctions between 
“insiders” and “outsiders”?

The chaplain quoted scholar Danna Nolan Fewell: “Ra-
hab’s faith and kindness raise serious questions about the 
obsession with holy war in the book of Joshua. How many 
Rahabs are killed in the attempt to conquer the land? 
How many people with vision and loyalty are destroyed 
in the attempt to establish a pure and unadulterated na-
tion?”

“Don’t overlook the red thread in the window,” Lun-
dblad warned. “It is woven throughout the tapestry that 
tells God’s story. Rahab bears witness against the maxim 
that “every stranger is an enemy” and to the truth that 
“the Lord of heaven and Earth will not be held captive by 
any nation.”

The chaplain found Rahab’s face in the Middle East 
conflicts, in the faces of both Israelis and Palestinians and 
in the National Geographic posters prominently dis-
played on Chautauqua’s grounds.

“‘Rahab the Prostitute’ has become ‘Rahab the Proph-
et,’ Lundblad said, “and she sings this song. Today I’m 
singing it for her and for all the strangers we have named 
enemies.

“‘God bless the world we love,
stranger and friend.
Go before us, restore us
with a hope that despair cannot end.
Every people. Every nation.
Mighty ocean. Heaven’s dome.
God bless the world we love,
Our fragile home.
God bless the world YOU love,
Our fragile home.’”
Lundblad is the Joe R. Engle Professor of Preaching at 

New York City’s Union Theological Seminary. Executive 
Director John Crossin of Washington Theological Consor-
tium was liturgist. President William J. Carl III of Pitts-
burgh Theological Seminary read Joshua 2:1-21.

The Chautauqua Motet consort, flutist Judy Bachleit-
ner, oboist Rebecca Scarnati, clarinetist Debbie Grohman, 
bassoonist Richard Kemper and pianist Willie LaFavor, 
played, as prelude, the Andantino movement from Johann 
Christian Bach’s “Quintet in D Major.”

Worship coordinator Jared Jacobsen led the Motet 
Choir, Judy Bachleitner, flute and Debbie Grohman, clari-
net, in William D. Spurlock’s arrangement of “Come, Thou 
Long-Expected Jesus.”

Column by Joan Lipscomb Solomon

Morning Worship
The red thread in the window

What is morality? Robinson questions

Photo by Roger J. Coda

The Right Rev. Gene Robinson tells his audience Wednesday that God wants us to act as the family we are. 
When we do, he says, we are acting in a moral way.

We need to show them that 
their fears are groundless, he 
added.

If anything that Jesus said 
weighs in on this issue in his 
ministry, it is the embrace of 
the other, he said. When Je-
sus said it was the year of the 
Lord’s favor, he meant it was 
for gentiles as well as Jews, 
Robinson added. His other 
statements are inclusive of 
the hated Samaritan, women 
and children, the lepers and 
others on the margin of his 
society, he said. Jesus’ mes-
sage is a “radical welcome for 
the marginalized.”

“God wants us to act like 
the family we are,” Robinson 
said. “When we do, we are 
acting in a moral way.” 

When we treat any group 
with anything less than the 
respect and dignity they de-
serve as fellow human be-
ings, we commit an immoral 
act, he said.

That does not mean we 
have to “make nice” with ev-
eryone, he added. 

“The tough work of recon-
ciliation, indeed … the hard 
work of acting moral, has lit-
tle to do with liking or agree-
ing with someone,” he said.

What is the task of morality 
beyond doing the right thing? 
Robinson asked. It is in mov-
ing broken humanity closer 
to God’s truth that we are not 
separated but connected, he 
answered. This, he said, is the 
work of reconciliation.

The Biblical story of Jonah 
and the whale is about Jo-
nah’s call from God to speak 
the truth and be an agent of 
reconciliation, he said. God 
asked Jonah to go to the city 
of Nineveh and speak truth 
to them about their evil ways.

When called upon to re-
pent, the people of Nineveh 
did so and were forgiven by 
God. Jonah was angry and 
left, and he short-circuited 
the real work of reconcili-
ation, Robinson said. Had 
he stayed, he might have 
been able to teach them to 
understand the results of 
their behaviors. Instead they 
changed as little as possible 
while continuing their de-
structive ways, he explained.

Oppressors must see they 
are being diminished by the 
way they treat others, he 
said. One must take seriously 
what Jesus said about loving 
one’s enemies. The hard work 
of reconciliation seeks noth-
ing less than changing the 
world, he added.

He gave a more current 
example. Every three years, 
there is a general convention 
of the Episcopal Church. At 
the recent convention, the 
church declared support for 
its gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender members. 

One bishop, Robinson 
said, went home and ex-
pressed his bewilderment 
and said he would go slowly 
with implementing this. One 

of his flock wrote about “feel-
ing like all the air in her bal-
loon of joy was leaking out.”

She asked how she could 
pray for her bishop, Robinson 
said. She asked God to lift the 
fear from her bishop’s heart. 
She put herself in his place 
and realized how she usually 
ventures into what she fears. 
Those who have felt unheard 
for so long know that place of 
fear and hurt, he said.

She was not trying to 
change him, Robinson said. 
She was trying to see what 
she needed to do in her heart. 
She resisted the temptation 
to see her adversary, the 
bishop, as the other, and to 
understand why he was fear-
ful, Robinson added.

You do not have to agree 
with an adversary, and you 
can hold him responsible, 
but you can never ever think 
of him or treat him as less 
than the child of God that he 
is, Robinson said. “And at the 
end of the day, my adversary 
turns out to be an awful lot 
like me,” he added.

How do you prepare your-
self to live that kind of pro-
active moral life? Robinson 
asked. In response, he talked 
about “the spiritual tool kit” he 
has put together for himself.

Robinson said he tries to 
wage this moral struggle ev-
ery day. He uses scripture a 
lot. He said he never under-
stood why Jesus was silent at 
his trial. During these past 
few years, however, he said 
he has learned that some-
times when evil is coming 
your way and the temptation 
is to return evil with evil, 
sometimes you have to let it 
stop with you.

The last years, he said, 
have given him an opportu-
nity to understand the power 
of what he believes about how 
to live his life. Christianity 
is not about life after death 
but about life before death, 
he said. When Robinson and 
his partner were strapping 
on bulletproof vests, he told 
his daughters there are worse 
things than death. He said he 
is freed from that fear.

He said he reminds him-
self at end of day that we are 
all going to heaven. So when 
called on to do extraordinary 
things, he reminds himself 
that whether he does it well 
or poorly, he said, he is go-
ing to heaven. It allows him 
to lower his own anxiety 
enough so that he can actu-

ally be of help, he explained.
The very center of moral-

ity is that each person is do-
ing the best he or she can to 
find his or her way home to 
God, he said. We just do not 
always agree with what the 
journey looks like, he added.

Keep reading the psalms, 
Robinson said. They do 
two things: They moan and 
complain, and they sing the 
Lord’s song, he said. It is 
good to complain to God, he 
added. 

“God can take it,” he said.
All that matters to God, 

he explained, is that we sing 
our song.

A book that he said un-
locked his life is Embracing 
the Exile by John Fortunato. 
In it, God tells Fortunato that 
he of course loves him and 
wants him to go and live his 
life with such integrity and 
joy that no one can question 
him. Fortunato said, but they 
will tear me up. And God 
said, yes, I know. Fortunato 
asked, is there more? Yes, 
God said, love them anyway.

“John says he just felt all 
kinds of layers of his life 
falling away and … two big 
motherly arms wrapped 
themselves around him, and 
they just held one another 
and cried,” Robinson said.

The miracle of a moral ac-
tion is the decision and the 
commitment to love them 
anyway, he said. Being and 
acting moral, he explained, is 
more proactive then just not 
acting immorally. Morality 
is not simply about avoiding 
doing bad but working for 
reconciliation between one-
self and God and oneself and 
the other, he said. 

“At the end of the day, I 
think that is what it means to 
be moral,” he said.
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2009 SEASON
LARGE 2Bd @ Lincoln Park. 
First floor. Weeks 8&9. $1100/
wk. 702-493-1372 Mike
SPECTACULAR SHANGRILA-
Close to the Institute.  1890’s 
restored guest house.  Gives 
you great privacy with views of 
rolling hills, pond and wildlife.  
The 30X20 ft. Great Room w/ 
it’s 12ft. cathedral ceiling is fully 
furnished with antiques,  art-
work and oriental rugs. Separate 
kitchen, one bedroom with a/c. 
Sleeps 2-4. Enjoy your peace 
and quiet while saving enough 
to pay for two gate tickets. $495 
per week. Discount for addition-
al weeks. Pets welcome! You 
bet ter  come and see th is ! 
(716)269-2115 (412)977-1896 
Also available 2010 Season
UPDATED 1 Bedroom 2nd 
Floor, between Amp and HOP. 
Porch with Park View. Queen 
BR; Sofa Bed in LR; HVAC; 
Cable; Wi-Fi; Laundry, Shower 
Bath; Well-equipped Kitchen 
and all linens; Perfect for 2. No 
Smoking or Pets. Seasonal 
Rental. Weeks 6&9 (357-4240)
WEEK EIGHT 1BR, first floor, 
A/C, twin beds, bath w/tub/
shower, kitchen w/dining, LR, 
porch. 357-3332

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WOMEN SEEKING Serenity 12 
s tep  meet ing  Fr iday  Noon 
Hurlbut Church Parlor

CONDOS FOR SALE
ST. ELMO CONDO. Charming 
Efficiency. Private deck over-
l ooks  V incen t  b r i ck  wa l k . 
Elevator. Central A/C. Cable TV 
and Wi-fi. Owner 716-357-9547 
or 412-352-3310

CONDOS FOR RENT
WEEK EIGHT Pine Condo for 
rent. 3 BR, 3.5 Bath, Modern 
Corner Unit #29. Parking, Pool, 
Near bus route. Call Deanna at 
214-681-2121 or local 357-3527 
$2500 Also weeks 6,7,8,9 of 
2010

FOR RENT
A PA RT M E N T AVA I L A B L E . 
weeks 6, 8.  29 Scott  Ave.  
Three rooms, A/C, porch, laun-
dry. Quiet central location. $850 
week  357-2381.
HOUSE FOR RENT- Summer 
2010.  Chautauqua Shores. 
Phone 716-357-6334 or 716-
467-0106
RETAIL SPACE available .2000 
square feet.  Available October 
1 for the 2010 season.  Call 
716-269-5000

FOR SALE
LAST AVAILABLE building lot. 
Exclusive Crosswinds Marina 
deve lopmen t ,  l ake  r i gh t s , 
$45,000. 716-969-6080
OFN SHIRTS From 1994-2006. 
Worn once. $12 each. 357-3286 
Leave message. Size L.
YAMAHA VIOLIN,full size, with 
rosewood pegs and chinrest. 
Good condition, includes bow, 
new strings, quality case and 
shou lder  res t .  Bes t  Of fe r.  
716-640-7374
18 FT FIBERGLASS Canoe, 
paddles, dolly $300 357-9049

HAPPY ADS
F r i d a y  F I S H  F RY a t  T h e 
Watermark. The Only Restaurant 
on the Water in Mayville. 4 Miles 
from Chautauqua Institution. 
716-753-2900

HOUSES FOR SALE
CHAUTAUQUA SHORES. Quaint 
2 bedroom chalet on wooded lot. 
Lake rights. Walking distance to 
institute. 440-974-8140

houses for sale
ENJOY CHAUTAUQUA at a 
fraction of the price. 3 bedroom, 
2 bath, manufactured home, in 
pet-free park, one mile from the 
front gate. Water access and 
d o c k  a v a i l a b l e .  $ 3 8 , 5 0 0  
716-903-8858
3 bedroom, 2 bath, sauna, pri-
vate, 2 blocks from Bryant Gate. 
319 K, 216-990-5472. Open 
house Sunday 7/19 1-3PM

INSTRUCTION
SCIATIC PAIN can be helped and 
even eliminated--learn how to fix 
it and 100 other pains at “Feeling 
Better” Therapeutic stretch class 
by Tasso Spanos. Hurlbut Church 
M-F 4pm. 357-3713

NOTICES

PETS
YORKSHIRE TERRIOR pup-
pies. Championship lineage. 11 
weeks old. $850, shots, ador-
able. 716-753-7103.

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES
C A L L I G R A P H Y B Y J a c k y 
B r i g g s .  W e e k s  4 , 5 , 6 .  
“Chautauqua Farewel l”  and 
other prints. 352-552-6526.
CERTIFIED ABORIST. Makes 
house calls  I will evaluate the 
health of trees and make main-
tenance and planting recom-
mendations. Dennis Wilson  
985-4169 and 499-0593

SERVICES
D E C O R ATO R S  G A L L E RY  
Quality furniture & antique res-
toration, refinishing and repair.  
Fine painted finishes, decora-
tions, and gold leafing.  Plaster 
frame repair, caneing, and wick-
er repair.  Showroom full of 
beautiful furniture and unusual 
accessories.  Leave your furni-
ture over winter for spring deliv-
ery.  Pickup and delivery avail-
able.  Oriental carpet cleaning 
special ists.   116 E. 1st St.  
Jamestown M-F 8-4 Sat by 
Appt. 664-9055
FIVE STAR Dave Yuen Window 
Cleaning Services Inc. 716-
366-5200 or  716-679-8442  
(cell)
TOMMY’S DOG Walking and 
Babysitting Service. Call cot-
tage 716-357-9576
WANTED DOG Walker  fo r 
German Shepherd. Weeks 6 to 
end season. Half hour daily at 
midday. Call 357-3587 on or 
after July 29
WIRELESS NETWORKIING 
driving you batty? Longtime 
Chautauquan & IT pro available 
to help wi th al l  technology 
needs. jlynch3@firstbytetech.
com or 716-357-9327

WANTED
S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

WANTED TO BUY
USED SUNFISH o r  Lase r 
Sailboat, good condition.  Call 
(716) 316-7393

WANTED TO RENT
LOOKING FOR 3+BR 2010 
rental for weeks 1-4. Currently 
on-campus, Lynn 305-978-0886

2010 Season
A CHARMING, First Floor Fully 
Equipped Efficiency For One 
Person. One Minute Walk To 
Amp. Porch, Washer/Dryer, 
A/C. Available Season 2010. 
Phone 716-357-5975. Email  
anneandwalter@yahoo.com
AVAILABLE WEEKS 3,4,8,9.
Luxury Condo near plaza, 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths, central air, 
beautiful porch, great for multi-
ple couples or multigenerational 
family. 716-510-8993
BEAUTIFUL HOUSE- North 
End, on tram/bus line.  5 BR, 4 
1/2 Baths, Garden, Porch, A/C. 
Parking for 4 cars.  Weeks 2-5. 
$ 4 0 0 0  p e r  w e e k .  
716-357-4549
BEAUTIFUL LAKEFRONT Home 
for rent. New listing. Bell Tower 
view. 5BR/3BA, deck. 1 mile 
south of grounds. Full, half-sea-
son or year-round. 650-400-1818 
lakehouse22@gmail.com
B E A U T I F U L 2  B E D R O O M 
Condo. Season or half. All ame-
nities. Open house Saturday 
3:00-3:30pm 17 Simpson 2A, 
716-725-5022
B R A N D  N E W- 1  B e d r o o m , 
ground floor apartment.  On 
plaza, tram route. Best for one 
person. Season only. 357-5557  
francescr@optonline.net
CHARMING GUEST cottage-
sleeps two. Newly Remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Seasonal. 
For rental call 716-357-2499

2010 SEASON
FOR RENT: Deluxe Modern 
Condo, sleeps five, near amp, 
lakeview, elevator, a/c, full or 
half season. 640-3090
GREAT 1BDRM. Lakef ron t 
Condo. Full amenities. Seeking 
a 1 month tenant for 2010. 
(716) 725-1720
IMMACULATE 1B.R./Twin or 
King for couple. Spacious Liv/
Din.Rm. Fully-equipped kitchen, 
Shower Bath. Panoramic view of 
Lake from private porch/Great 
f o r  e a t i n g / e n t e r t a i n i n g . 
Reasonably priced/Season dis-
count. Bus @ door to every-
where. 1 minute to AMP/Plaza. 
Cable, Wi-Fi, A/C. 716-357-5961
MODERN CONDO-Two bed-
rooms, kitchen, porch, a/c, w/d, 
cable tv/internet. Close to plaza/
amp,  lake .  Weeks  2 ,3 ,4 ,5 
(216)410-5677
MODERN 4 Bedroom. 4 Bath 
House. North, Parking, A/C, 
Call Steve. 513-295-9590
NEW TO market: Freshly updat-
ed, 2 bedrm, 2 bath house, one 
level, central a/c, laundry, park-
ing, handicapped accessible,on 
tram route near Arboretum.$2600/
wk. Weeks 1-5. 704-564-2408.
ONE BEDROOM apartment 
available for the 2010 season.  
Downtown Mayville, easy park-
ing and bus serv ice.   Cal l  
716-269-5000
ST. ELMO Beautifully appointed 
first floor a/c studio apartment 
with queen bed, street access 
and all amenities. $1,400 per 
week. Two-week minimum pre-
ferred. 716-357-3890.
2010 RENTAL, 16 Wiley, Week 
5.   6+ bedrooms, three story, 
wrap-around porch.   Quiet 
Street.  Jerry 212-369-2888 or  
1-888-752-7325.
29 AMES AVE 3 story town-
house. Central location on bus 
line. Modern granite kitchen, 
W/D, A/C, TV-DVD, 5 bedroom 
- 3 kings, 2 twins, 3.5 baths, 
Wi-Fi, patio, gri l l ,  2 parking 
passes,  ava i lab le  week 6 . 
$4000/wk. 357-8208
3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH Apt. 
Weeks 6,7,8,9 only. 2nd or 3rd 
Floor, A/C, Heat, D/W, W&D, 
Cable, Wi-Fi, Modern, Well-
Furnished, Ful ly Equipped, 
Huge Sleeping and Din ing 
Porch, 42 Foster, 357-5171
3 ROOT AVE. Week 5, 1st Floor, 
Modern 3 Bedroom condo, 2 
B a t h ,  W / D ,  A / C ,  W i - f i , 
Dishwasher, large porch facing 
green area, central location. 
$2,850/wk. 757-345-3984
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c l a s s i f i e d s

Skateboarding
Skateboarding is not 
permitted on the grounds.
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Difficulty Level 7/30
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/31

Boating
Boat owners must register 
their boats at the Central 
Dock Office, located on 
the lake in front of the 
Athenaeum Hotel. You may 
moor your boat at a private 
or Institution dock, ramp 
or buoy, but not on shore. 
Use of Institution operated 
moorage may be reserved 
on a space-available 
basis at the Central Dock 
Office. If you are arriving 
at Chautauqua by boat, 
please utilize the Central 
Dock (357-6288).

Daily Photo Reprints
The Chautauquan Daily offers digital files of photos that appear in 
the newspaper for a fee of $15 per photo. Please note these are 
not prints of the photos. Our photographers will provide you with 
a high-resolution file on CD, which allows you to make as many 
prints as you wish.

Please stop by the Editorial Office between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
M-F to request your reprint. Cash or check only. No credit cards. 
Thank you.
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R E C R E A T I O N

by Ashley Sandau
Staff writer

This might be news to 
some, but the 33rd annual 
Old First Night Run/Walk/
Swim does not only occur 
at Chautauqua Institution. 
For the past 12 years, it also 
has been carried out in Aus-
tin, Texas. Not on the grand 
scale that it is done here on 
the grounds, but with just 
one person, Ross Oliver.

Originally from Austin, 
Ross has participated in the 
race since it began 33 years 
ago at Chautauqua. Starting 
12 years ago, however, he has 
had to leave the Institution 
early in the summer to return 
to his job as counselor and 
professor of human develop-
ment at Austin Community 
College. This rendered him 
unable to participate in the 
OFN event.

Instead of missing out on 
the race, Ross decided to car-
ry on the tradition in Texas. 
So on every OFN race day 
for the past 12 years, Ross 
has gone to a track in Aus-
tin and run the 2.7-mile race 
at the same time it was tak-
ing place on the grounds. He 
then would send his time in 

A Texas-sized reunion

Daily file photos   Scenes from previous years’ Old First Night Runs.
to Peggy Ulasewicz, who is 
in charge of the event, so that 
he could be included in the 
overall participant results.

What does this bring to 
him, running a race on his 
own in a city more than 
1,500 miles away from the 
actual race location?

“Just being at one with 
the Chautauqua Old First 
Night Run,” he said, “be-
ing there in spirit. When it’s 
100 degrees every day and 
it never rains, you’ve got 
Chautauqua on your mind, 
and you’re missing it for a 
lot of reasons.”

Sixty-year-old Ross is 
not a native Chautauquan 
by birth — that would be 
his wife, Francie. Francie is 
from Willoughby, Ohio, but 
her parents owned a house 
on the grounds. She has 
been coming to the Institu-
tion during the summers her 
whole life. When she was a 
girl, her father set up an alu-
minum business east of Dal-
las, so Francie then moved to 
Texas, where she met Ross.

And, for the past 40 years, 
the couple has come to 
Chautauqua every summer. 
So it not only continues to be 

a family tradition for Fran-
cie, but it also has become a 
tradition for Ross and their 
two children.

Ross and Francie raised 
28-year-old Carrie and 
31-year-old Kyle at the Institu-
tion in the summers since they 
were born. They attended and 
worked at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club for years and have par-
ticipated in the OFN race.

“We have early pictures of 
pushing Carrie around in a 
stroller [in the race], and Kyle 
would run it barefoot when 
he was little,” Ross said.

Though Carrie now lives 
in Fort Worth, Texas, and 
Kyle in Washington, D.C., 
both said they still visit the 
Institution during the sum-
mers as frequently as they 
can. So for Ross, Chautau-
qua has become a big part of 
his life and, in a lot of ways, 
means family and friends to 
him, he said.

“[Chautauqua] has just 
such a neat tradition be-
cause they [Francie and her 
friends] still have reunion 
lunches with all the kids 
who grew up here and Car-
rie does the same too — all 

the long-term, close friends,” 
Ross said.

So it is not only the strong 
tradition of family that 
draws Ross back year after 
year, but also the “lifelong, 
deep friendships” that he, 
himself, has developed in 
his many years here at the 
Institution. And these, he 
said, are the two elements 
that he most enjoys about 
the OFN event.

Though he now walks in-
stead of runs in the event, he 
said it always has been about 
family and friends for him, as 
he was never a hardcore ath-
lete. He runs and walks just 
for fun and to stay in shape, 
he said, especially for softball 
season with the Arthritics.

So not being able to partici-
pate in the race for more than 
a decade has been very disap-
pointing for him (“it’s just a tre-
mendous loss,” he said of miss-
ing out in previous summers), 
which is why he said he de-
cided to carry on the tradition 
himself. Though he said the 
event was not quite the same 
and his friends were not there 
to participate with him, he said 

he still enjoyed himself and felt 
connected with Chautauqua. 
And he still paid the entrance 
fee and received a T-shirt ev-
ery year, which he wears year-
round when he exercises.

“It brings a smile to my 
face every time I put it on,” 
Ross said of wearing his shirt 
when in his native Texas.

This year, however, his 
work schedule has changed, 
enabling him to stay at the 
Institution longer and par-
ticipate in the race with 
everyone else for the first 
time in 12 years. Though he 
jokes that it was this sum-
mer’s “beautiful burnt or-
ange T-shirts representing 
Texas” that drew him back, 
he said he is happy about 
being able participate in the 
race with everyone else in 
its formal location.

“It’s just a great Chau-
tauqua tradition that has 
really grabbed on and done 
nothing but improve every 
year,” Ross said of the OFN 
event. “And I’m really glad 
to be back.”

Chautauqua 
hillbillies

Photo by Sara Graca

Hillbilly Golf is one of many 
games and activities offered at 
the Sports Club.

Picnic Areas
Picnic tables are available 
at Miller Park near the 
Miller Bell Tower.

After 12 years of participating from 1,500 miles away, Oliver comes home for OFN run

•	 The run is 9 a.m.  
Saturday, Aug. 1

•	 The cost is $20 —  
benefits the  
Chautauqua Fund

•	 Register now at the  
Sports Club

•	 Application available 
online: www.ciweb.
org/sports-club

•	 The first 700 people 
who register will 
receive a free T-shirt

•	 All events are spon-
sored by Vacation 
Properties 

Tomorrow is 
the Old First 
Night Run/
Walk/Swim
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P r o g r a m
Friday, July 31
•••	 Annual Children’s Art 

Show closes. Logan 
Galleries

7:00	 (7:00 – 11:00) Farmers Market
7:15	 (7:15 – 8) Mystic Heart 

Meditation. Leader: Subagh 
Singh Khalsa (Sikhism/
Yogic Meditation). Hultquist 
Center

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
The Rev. James Walters, 
Diocese of London, England. 
Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00	 Morning Meditation. 
(Sponsored by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55 – 9) Chautauqua Prays 
for Peace. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:00	 Nature Walk. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club) Jack 
Gulvin, BTG naturalist. 
Meet under green awning at 
Smith Wilkes Hall

9:00	 (9:00 – 10:15) Men’s Club. 
Panel discussion on aging. 
Ruth Bennett, M.D.; 
Westfield Hospital’s Tina 
Newell; Andrew Freay, 
manager, Chautauqua 
Health & Fitness. Women’s 
Club

9:15	 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. 
The Rev. Barbara Lundblad, 
associate professor of 
preaching, Union 
Theological Seminary. 
Amphitheater

9:15	 Choir rehearsal. Susan Pardo, 
music educator in residence. 
Hebrew Congregation event. 
Everett Jewish Life Center. 

9:15	 Class. “The Bible Decoded.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Chabad Lubavitch of 
Chautauqua. Alumni Hall 
Library Room

10:00	(10 –4:30) Piano 
Competition Preliminaries. 
Sherwood-Marsh Studios

10:00	Voice Master Class. (School 
of Music). Marlena Malas, 
presenter. McKnight Hall

10:15	Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Chapel

10:45	LECTURE. “What Makes 
Us Moral.” Robert Franklin, 
president, Morehouse 
College. Amphitheater

12:00	(noon – 2) Flea Boutique. 
(sponsored by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club) Behind 
Colonnade building

12:10	Catholic Mass. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:15	(12:15 – 1:30) Brown Bag 
Lunch/Discussion & 
Support. (Sponsored by 
Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays and the Metropolitan 
Community Church) “Civil 
Unions or Marriage?” All 
are welcome. Women’s Club 

12:15	(12:15 – 1:15) Brown Bag 
Lunch/Lecture. 
(Programmed by the 
Writers’ Center) “The 
Hydrogen Atom of Fiction.” 
Clint McCown, prose 
writer-in-residence. Alumni 
Hall porch. 

12:15	Meet CSO Musicians. Bring 
a bag lunch and come talk 
with musicians from the 
Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	Brown Bag Lunch. “Blessing 
our Children.” Susan Pardo. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:45	Catholic Community 
Seminar Series. “Francis of 
Assisi, Thomas Merton, and 
Wisdom’s Rebirth as our 

‘Center.’” Rev. Dan Riley, 
O.F.M., Guardian and 
President, Mt. Irenaeus 
Franciscan Mountain 
Retreat, St. Bonaventure, 
N.Y. Methodist House 
Chapel

1:00	 Jum’a/Muslim Prayer. 
Miller Bell Tower

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE 
SERIES. Harvey Cox, Hollis 
Professor of Divinity, 
Harvard University; author, 
Secular City. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00	 Violin Master Class (School 
of Music). Almita Vamos, 
presenter, McKnight Hall. Fee

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center. Fee. 

2:00	 Docent Tour. 
Strohl Art Center

3:30	 Chautauqua Heritage 
Lecture Series. “Two 
Perspectives on Integration: 
A reading of two lectures 
delivered at Chautauqua in 
1895.” Hugh Butler and 
Eagle, readers. Hall of Christ

3:30	 Dance Lecture. “Secrets of a 
Repetiteur.” (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Dance 
Circle). Kathryn Moriarty. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

4:00	 THEATER. Tennessee 
Williams’ The Glass 
Menagerie. Ethan 
McSweeny, director. Bratton 
Theater (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center, 
Colonnade lobby and Turner 
Community Center ticket 
offices, and 45 minutes 
before curtain at the  
Bratton kiosk.)

4:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center. Fee. 
(Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.)

4:15	 Native American 
Storytelling. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club). Tina Nelson. Mabel 
Powers Firecircle (South 
Ravine). Rain location is 
Smith Wilkes Hall. (Children 
under 12 accompanied by 
adult)

5:00	 (5 – 5:45) Hebrew 
Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcome the Sabbath.” 
Service led by Rabbi Harry 
Rosenfeld. Miller Bell Tower 
(Pier Building in case of rain)

6:00	 (6 – 7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers wel-
come. (Two rehearsals 
required to sing at Sunday 
worship services.) Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

7:00	 Visual Arts Lecture Series. 
Julie Langsam, painter, 
faculty, Rutgers University; 
former professor of art, 
Cleveland Institute of Art. 
Hultquist Center

8:15	 SPECIAL. Jason Alexander 
presents “Donny Clay Will 
Show You the Way!” 
Amphitheater

Saturday, August 1
7:00	 (7:00 – 11:00) Farmers Market
8:45	 Catholic Mass. Chapel of 

the Good Shepherd
9:00	 Old First Night Run/Walk. 

(registration begins at 7:45) 
Sports Club. Fee

9:30	 Hebrew Congregation 
Sabbath Services. Rabbi 
John Bush, Congregation 

Anshe Hesed, Erie, Pa.; 
Joanna Bush, soloist. 
Hurlbut Church

9:30	 Chabad Lubavitch 
Community Shabbat 
Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush will 
follow. Everett Jewish  
Life Center

10:30	Piano Master Class. (School 
of Music). Alan Chow, 
presenter. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios. Fee

12:00	(12:00 – 2:30) Social Bridge 
(Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club) 
For men and women. 
Women’s Club. 

12:15	Hebrew Congregation 
Annual Prepaid Luncheon. 
Athenaeum Hotel

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center. Fee. 
(Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.)

2:15	 THEATER. Tennessee 
Williams’ The Glass 
Menagerie. Ethan 
McSweeny, director. Bratton 
Theater (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center, 
Colonnade lobby and Turner 
Community Center ticket 
offices, and 45 minutes 
before curtain at the Bratton 
kiosk.)

3:00	 LECTURE. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club) 
Abigail Trafford, author, 
As Time Goes By: Boomerang 
Marriages, Serial Spouses, 
Throwback Couples and Other 
Romantic Adventures in an 
Age of Longevity. Hall of 
Philosophy

4:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center. Fee. 
(Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.)

4:30	 Chautauqua Community 
Band Rehearsal. Jason 
Weintraub, conductor. 
Anyone who plays a band 
instrument is invited to join. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hall of 
Philosophy

6:00	 (6 – 7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers wel-
come. (Two rehearsals 
required to sing at Sunday 
worship services.) Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

6:45	 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra Concert Lecture. 
Lee Spear. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

8:00	 THEATER. Tennessee 
Williams’ The Glass 
Menagerie. Ethan 
McSweeny, director. Bratton 
Theater (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center, 
Colonnade lobby and Turner 
Community Center ticket 
offices, and 45 minutes 
before curtain at the  
Bratton kiosk.)

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA 
SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Stefan 
Sanderling, conductor; 
Emily Pulley, soprano; 
Elizabeth Bishop, mezzo-
soprano; Buffalo 
Philharmonic Chorus, 
Doreen Rao, director.

•	Symphony No. 2 in C Minor 
“Resurrection” 

Gustav Mahler

10:30	Cabaret/Musical Theater 
Revue I. Chautauqua Opera 
Studio Artists. Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

dark 
dance 
duo

Photo by  
Katie Roupe

Jamie Dee 
and Justin 
VanWeest 
perform 
“Psycho 
— Scene 
1” during 
Wednesday’s 
evening of 
pas de deux 
in the Amp.
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