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by Sara Toth | Staff writer

After a heftily themed week on the Supreme Court and 
the bittersweet taste of the end of the season, Chautau-
quans might be in need of a lighthearted evening and 

a good laugh.
They will get both when celebrated comedian and actor Bob 

Newhart takes the Amphitheater stage at 8:15 p.m. Saturday.
Newhart has appeared in several movies, including the 

1970 adaptation of Joseph Heller’s “Catch-22,” in which 
he played Major Major, and more recently, 2003’s “Elf,” 
in which he played Papa Elf. A longtime stand-up co-

median, Newhart is perhaps best-known for his 
two sitcoms, “The Bob Newhart Show,” which 

ran from 1972 to 1978, and “Newhart,” in 
which he played innkeeper Dick Loudon, 
which ran from 1982 to 1990.

After more than 50 years in the business, 
Newhart said that the best part of his job is 
that he is still able to do it.

“As long as I’m physically able to do it, I 
don’t see ever giving it up,” Newhart said. 
“I won’t make the George Burns 100 years, 
but I can’t ever imagine not standing up on 

stage and doing it. It’s a wonderful tradition 
that goes back years 

and years and years.”

by Laura McCrystal
Staff writer

The 2010 Chautauqua Sea-
son will offi cially come to a 
close on Sunday night with 
the fi nal Sacred Song service 
and the traditional Three 
Taps of the Gavel.

The service, titled 
“’Blessed my soul and gone 
away!’ — Final Chautauqua 
Thoughts,” is at 8 p.m. Sun-
day in the Amphitheater. 

Jared Jacobsen, organist 
and coordinator of worship 
and sacred music, named 
the service after the tag-

line of a choir anthem, “My 
Good Lord’s Done Been 
Here, Blessed My Soul and 
Gone Away.” It is a newer 
spiritual; André Thomas —
who has been to Chautauqua 
twice — wrote it in 2008. 

“And as soon as I heard the 
piece, I thought, ‘You know, 

Fixingon
Chautauqua

Newhart takes the Amphitheater stage Saturday

 See NEWHART, Page A4

I think Richard 
Pryor was a 
seminal infl uence 
of the past 50 
years. What he did 
was extraordinary, 
and God knows 
he and I don’t 
work alike at all, 
but just the pure 
genius of what 
he did as another 
comedian is 
amazing to 
watch.

       — Bob Newhart

“

“

Closing Sacred Song service to 
capture nostalgia and celebration

this is perfect for Chautau-
qua, because that’s the way 
we all feel when we come to 
that closing night,’” he said. 
“It’s a strange mixture of nos-
talgia and celebration.”

Jacobsen said the songs 
he chose to frame Chautau-
qua Institution President 
Thomas M. Becker’s closing 
remarks and the Three Taps 
of the Gavel demonstrate 
the mixed feelings of cel-
ebration and nostalgia that 
Chautauquans feel at the 
end of the season. The ser-
vice will be somewhat ab-
breviated to allow for this 
ceremonious closing.

“We design it to be a set-
ting for a jewel,” Jacobsen 
said about the service. “The 
jewel is the Three Taps of 
the Gavel.”

Daily fi le photo

President Thomas M. Becker gives 2009’s closing Three Taps of the Gavel. See SACRED SONG, Page A4

Labberton delivers 2010’s fi nal sermon
by Joan Lipscomb 
Solomon
Staff writer

How many times have you 
heard: “Hey, I’ve got some 
people you’ve just got to 
meet?” Chaplain Mark Lab-
berton, in Sunday’s sermon 
at 10:45 a.m. at the Amphi-
theater, has some people he’s 
eager for you to meet. He will 
oversee your “Encountering 

the People from Porlock.”
The chaplain’s choice of 

Scripture for the morning, 
Luke 8:40-56, relates the 
double miracle of Jesus’ rais-
ing of Jairus’ daughter from 
the dead and of his healing 
of the hemorrhaging woman 
who, in faith, touched the 
hem of his garment as he ap-
proached Jairus’ house.

 See CHAPLAIN, Page A4 Labberton

Saying goodbye to a ‘gobsmackingly beautiful’ season » TOM BECKER’S FINAL COLUMN, PAGE A3
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COLUMN BY MATT EWALT

From the Editor

NEWS FROM AROUND THE GROUNDS

Briefly

Earlier this summer I learned that Joan Solomon, our 
Morning Worship reporter of 17 years, would not be 
returning to The Chautauquan Daily for the 2011 Season. 

During my four summers as editor, I have had to say 
goodbye to several Daily veterans who made major contri-
butions to the Institution’s archival record. I am used to the 
challenge of fi lling the void in the newsroom left by some 
remarkable Chautauquans. 

Saying goodbye to Joan is different. Her gifts as a writer 
and journalist are more than enough to celebrate, but it is the 
warmth, wisdom and kindness that she brings to the job and 
this community that I will always carry with me. 

For all of the work we do at the Daily, from covering the 
morning and afternoon lectures to previewing the evening’s 
performances in the Amphitheater, Joan’s summary of the 
morning’s sermon is the one feature to be found in every issue 
of the newspaper (the only exception being our fi rst issue of 
the season, for which Joan introduces the Week One Chaplain). 

“Joan is a truly remarkable woman,” said the Rev. Joan 
Brown Campbell. “We know her as the one who faithfully 
and tenderly records and analyzes every sermon preached 
from Chautauqua’s ecumenical pulpit.”

“Her records are faithful and fl awless,” she said. “She 
lives her faith and is at all times and to all people the very 
soul of compassion.”

Like clockwork, Joan leaves her front row seat at the Am-
phitheater following the Morning Worship service to write 
up her summary on a yellow legal pad. By 11:15 a.m. she is 
in the newsroom, a smile on her face and a graceful hello for 
the staff before she sits down to the computer. By noon, her 
column is in the hands of the copy editors. 

One of my favorite moments of the season is witnessing 
our copy editors, new to Chautauqua and the Daily, reading 
Joan’s column for the fi rst time. They discover her ability to 
capture the essence of each sermon in clean, clear prose. She 
knows the material, and she knows this community. 

But that’s not why we love Joan. We love Joan because of 
the hand she places on your shoulder, the congratulations 
she offers for a job well done, the prayers she offers for you 
during the offseason. 

Daily veteran George Cooper captured this perfectly in a re-
cent e-mail to me, after I informed the staff of Joan’s decision.

“My heart has been lifted by her kind words many times, 
even if in my cynical way I tried to dismiss her kindness as 
just that — oh, Joan is just being kind. Well, being kind is 
worthwhile, and that Joan stands out as such an exponent of 
kindness shows just how rare such kindness is,” he wrote. 

At home, I have a collection of cards from Joan, written 
during the off-season to wish the Institution Relations staff 
and my family a merry Christmas, a happy Easter, even a 
happy St. Patrick’s Day. When, at the beginning of the sea-
son, I informed the Daily staff that my wife was expecting, I 
found a card from Joan on my desk the next morning. 

“To know Joan Solomon is to love her,” said Maureen 
Rovegno, assistant director of the Department of Religion, 
“and we love her dearly.” 

Editorial assistant Marion Calvert recalled an incident last 
week when two people came into the Daily offi ce — on two 
separate occasions — asking why Joan was not at Morning 
Worship. Marion learned later that day that Joan had decid-
ed to sit elsewhere in the Amphitheater. 

“To me, this little incident pointed to the importance of 
her presence in the religious community at Chautauqua and 
the loving regard in which she is held,” Calvert told me. 

On Friday, Joan pulled me aside to say she was reconsid-
ering her decision. I told her the job is hers if she chooses to 
return. It turns out this may not be a goodbye after all. We 
can still say thanks. We love you, Joan. 

Short Story Group meeting moved to Hurlbut
Please note that the short story discussion will take place at 

9:15 a.m. Saturday in the Truesdale Room of Hurlbut Memo-
rial Community United Methodist Church.

New CWC tote bags featuring historic Chautauqua
Look for the new Chautauqua tote bags this summer at the 

Chautauqua Women’s Clubhouse and at CWC events. The 
bags are made of sturdy canvas and have about a 4-inch gus-
set. They are big enough for a laptop computer and have a 
small pocket on the inside. On the outside are scenes from old 
Chautauqua postcards. The $35 donation benefi ts CWC.

Purity & Temperance Bowling Club commences
The Purity & Temperance Bowling & Dining Club commences 

its (off) season as High Priest Bob McClure will “administer the 
vows” at a ceremony to be held at the Fountain Bowl in Fluvanna 
following the 4:30 bowling and 6 p.m. A fi sh fry dinner will take 
place on Friday, Sept. 10. All are welcome. Contact Hugh Butler 
for details at (716) 357-5241 or hugh.a.butler@gmail.com.

CLSC to sell ‘Book Club in a Bag’
The Chautauqua Literary & Scientifi c Circle’s “Book Club 

in a Bag,” available in September through the Chautauqua 
Bookstore, will provide everything you need to participate in 
the CLSC and start a CLSC group in your home community. 
The “Book Club in a Bag” will include all nine CLSC books 
from the 2010 Season, a CD containing all nine lectures giv-
en at Chautauqua by CLSC authors, and a CD containing all 
Chautauquan Daily articles about CLSC activities and authors; 
a CLSC tote bag; and CLSC membership entitling you to a 20 
percent discount on all CLSC books and a 10 percent discount 
on any other books at Chautauqua Bookstore. More informa-
tion will be available in the offseason Institution e-newsletter.

Giving thanks to a dear friend, 
journalist, great Chautauquan

The Marie Reid and Ed-
ward Spencer Babcox Memo-
rial Fund of the Chautauqua 
Foundation provides funding 
toward Sunday’s service of 
worship and the preaching of 
the Rev. Mark Labberton, new-
ly appointed Lloyd John Ogil-
vie Chair of Preaching and Di-
rector of the Ogilvie Institute of 
Preaching at Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, Calif.

The fund was fi rst estab-
lished in memory of Mrs. 
Babcox, who died in 1962. Af-
ter Mr. Babcox died in 1970, 
their children, Reid B. Bab-
cox and Mrs. Hugh F. Bell, 
changed the chaplaincy to a 
memorial for both parents.

Mr. and Mrs. Babcox’s 
lives exemplifi ed the Chau-
tauqua ideal and both were 
devoted to Chautauqua. 
Mrs. Babcox was a life mem-
ber of the Bird, Tree & Gar-
den Club, the Women’s Club 
and the CLSC, a member of 
the YWCA Committee and 
an active participant in the 
Chautauqua Conferences 
of the National Federation 
of Music Clubs. She was 
an honorary trustee of the 
Chautauqua Congregational 
Association. As a member 
of the YWCA World Service 
Council, she visited many 
YWCAs in foreign lands.

As a young man, Mr. Bab-

cox was unable to attend col-
lege after the sudden death 
of his father. His success as 
a salesman prompted an in-
vitation from Harvey Fires-
tone to become advertising 
director of the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company. 
Ten years later, Mr. Babcox 
established Babcox Automo-
tive Publications, Inc., a fi rm 
still operated by members of 
the family.

Mr. Babcox received na-
tional acclamation when 
he received his bachelor’s 
degree from the University 
of Akron at age 84. The uni-
versity also honored him at 
that time with a Doctor of 

Humane Letters in recogni-
tion of the infl uence he had 
exerted over students and 
faculty alike during his four 
years of study. Mr. Babcox 
was so deluged by mail from 
people of all ages who were 
inspired by his signifi cant 
achievement that the univer-
sity provided him an offi ce 
for correspondence.

If you would be interested 
in discussing the possibility of 
establishing an endowed chap-
laincy or supporting another 
aspect of Chautauqua’s pro-
gram, please contact Karen 
Blozie, director of gift planning, 
at (716) 357-6244 or e-mail her 
at kblozie@ciweb.org.

Saturday’s 8:15 p.m. Am-
phitheater performance 
with Bob Newhart is made 
possible through the sup-
port of Curtze Food Service. 
For more than 130 years, 

the C.A. Curtze Company, 
owned by the Kern family of 
Erie, Pa., has been providing 
quality food products and 
services to the restaurant, 
institutional and hospitality 

industries. The Kerns have 
been connected to the Insti-
tution for many years and 
believe in the timeless beau-
ty and intellectual diversity 
that is Chautauqua. The de-

cision to sponsor Bob Ne-
whart was based on his par-
ticularly appealing comedic 
style of the classic “straight-
man” character with a pas-
sive deadpan delivery.

Skateboarding
 Skateboarding is not 
permitted on the grounds.

chqdaily.com

Curtze Food Service supports Newhart’s Amphitheater appearance

Babcox Fund supports Sunday’s service featuring Labberton

CHAUTAUQUA ILLUMINATED
Photos by Greg Funka

Above, colorful lights string across South Terrace.
At left, stars leave a circular trail over Chautauqua Lake in an hour-long 
exposure. 
Below, School of Music students soak in their last morning together.
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32 Venice Avenue in Celeron
and now at

Long Point State Park-Bemus Point
Boat and Kayak Sales and Rentals
Sailing Charters and Instruction

Boat Parts and Accessories
Full Service Marina
and at Long Point

Bicycle Rentals
Great Eats!

Exclusively Serving Chautauqua Lake Sailors

Ready About
Sailing, Inc.

Ph. 664-3883

Now Serving Chautauqua Lake
From Two Locations

WEEKLY COLUMN BY THOMAS M. BECKER

From the President

As we were saying good night to guests who had 
joined us for dinner, I looked up to see a low, 
orange-yellow full moon sitting just over the bell 

tower, and over my left shoulder I was greeted by the 
complex array of a sunset gifted by the presence of just 
enough clouds to magnify its expression — rising and 
setting natural beauty framing our shining, silver lake. I 
was reminded of Oliver Dow’s welcome to the School of 
Music students at the beginning of the season, in which 
he called Chautauqua “gobsmackingly beautiful.” Not a 
phrase you hear every day. This is why these words have 
been rolling around in my mind since Oliver’s utterance. 
We live and work in a place that isn’t your everyday place. 
And all of us struggle with how to convey its beauty, 
multiple dimensions, and odd balance of tradition and 
inventiveness. 

Sunday night we will gather in the Amphitheater for 
the fi nal event of the 2010 Season. At the conclusion of 
the Sacred Song service we will tap the gavel three times 
and declare the season complete. This ritual of opening 
and closing each season is a declaration of purpose — a 
reminder that the work we do here in these nine weeks is 
in service to the living of your lives throughout the year. 
Sunday night is the setting in complement to the rising of 
late June.

On behalf of all of us who work here, thank you for the 
privilege of serving you. Thank you for your investment 
of time and resources in this Institution. Thank you for 
your efforts in attempting to explain this place to those 
who have never been here — a nearly impossible task. 
Even if your friends and family can’t quite get a fi x on the 
particulars of your description, it’s your passion that will 
arrest their attention. There are precious few experiences 
available to us that can evoke such passion. Be sure to tell 
them its gobsmackingly beautiful.

See you next season.

by Kelly Petryszyn
Staff writer

For the fi rst time, a previ-
ous David Effron Conducting 
Fellow will take to the Am-
phitheater stage in a profes-
sional capacity, said Marty 
Merkley, vice president and 
director of programming. 

2nd Lt. Daniel William 
Boothe will return to Chau-
tauqua as deputy commander 
and associate conductor of the 
U.S. Air Force Band of Flight. 
The band will play at 2:30 p.m. 
Sunday at the Amphitheater. 

The Band of Flight has a 
number of performing enti-
ties. This program will feature 
the concert band, rock band 
and brass quintet. Boothe said 
the mixed program includes 
traditional symphonic music 
such as “Concert Rhapsody” 
by Andrei Babaev and jazz 
music such as “Harry James 
Remembered” by Michael 
Golemo, which will feature 
a solo by 9-year-old trumpet 
player Geoffrey Gallante. 

Boothe said a highlight of 
the concert will be “The As-
cension” by Robert Smith. 
During this performance, Su-
san Laubach, who has been 
a Chautauquan for 30 years, 
will tell the story of the Wright 
Brothers’ fi rst fl ight. Their sto-
ry is meaningful because the 
band is located at the Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base in 
Dayton, Ohio, and of course, 
there wouldn’t be an air force 
without airplanes. In addi-
tion, the band will also play 
plenty of patriotic selections 
such as “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” by Francis Scott Key 
and Samuel Augustus Ward’s 
“America the Beautiful,” ar-
ranged by Carmen Dragon.

Boothe would like this con-
cert to leave people with the a 
lasting impression of Chau-

tauqua before they depart for 
the season.

“We would just love to 
send everybody off for the 
season with just a wonderful, 
wonderful concert they are 
going to remember,” he said. 

Laubach sponsored Boothe 
years ago through the Chau-
tauqua Connections program 
when he was the 2007 con-
ducting fellow, working with 
the Music School Festival Or-
chestra. She would meet with 
him once a week and would 
spend a lot of time talking 
about his future. 

“He’s just a delightful 
guy,” she said. Laubach, a 
playwright, actor and author, 
is thrilled to be a part of the 
Band of Flight’s performance. 

Boothe considers Laubach 
a mentor. He enjoyed sharing 
his experiences with her and 
also learning about her career. 
He said his time as a conduct-
ing fellow helped him grow 
musically and affi rm that he 
wanted to conduct.

To this day, a quote by 
Boothe still shows on the 
School of Music’s Web page 
for the conducting fellow-
ship. It reads, “When I ar-
rived, I realized that I was 
among world class musicians 
in a breathtaking landscape 
surrounded by one of the 
most supportive communi-
ties one could ever fi nd with-
in the arts. Working with 
maestro (Timothy) Muffi t 
and the MSFO was a life 
changing experience for me.”

Boothe’s job with the Band 
of Flight is very different than 
what he initially trained to do, 
but in many ways he thinks it 
is better. As conductor for the 
Band of Flight, he gets to do 
performances with purpose. 

“Our mission is to use our 
talent to help connect and 
open the hearts and minds of 

Previous conducting fellow comes full 
circle and conducts Band of Flight Sunday

Submitted photo

The United States Air Force Band of Flight

Boothe

people all over the world on 
behalf of the Air Force and to 
really try to bring our com-
munity closer with our mili-
tary community so that there 
is a connection and there is 
exposure to the experiences 
and sacrifi ces that are made 
by everyone involved in the 
military in our country,” he 
said. “It’s an opportunity to 
be a part something much 
bigger — much bigger than 
a concert season or one par-
ticular organization, but to be 
a part of this huge branch of 
military service that is part of 
this nation.”

He hasn’t traveled overseas 
yet, but many other Band of 
Flight members have traveled 
to other countries to play for 
troops and locals. Currently, 
10 members of the Band of 
Flight are in South America, 
supporting a humanitarian 
mission by putting on con-
certs. In the past, the band has 
performed for troops in coun-

tries such as Iraq, Afghani-
stan and Germany.

These concerts provide en-
tertainment for the troops, 
but are also instrumental in 
building bridges in interna-
tional countries. The band also 
travels within the U.S. to play 
music at events for civilians 
and soldiers. In total, the Band 
of Flight travels about 70,000 
miles and puts on about 450 
performances each year. 

Another mission of the 
Band of Flight is to instill pa-
triotism among its audience 
members. Boothe said music 
is a powerful tool of commu-
nication and brings out these 
feelings on its own. 

“There are certain senti-
ments that are really hard to 
express in words, but some-
times music is the perfect way 
of framing those sentiments 
and those feelings,” he said. 
“We’re out there to give the 
community that experience, 
so that they can connect with 
that as well, and they can do 
it in an environment with 
thousands of others who love 
music and who love our coun-
try and who want to be enter-
tained by a good concert. You 
know, you’re together with 
everyone, and it’s a good ex-
perience.” 

Boothe doesn’t know what 
it will feel like to return to the 
Amphitheater stage as a pro-
fessional, but he is so happy to 
have made the journey back. 

“That kind of full circle in 
my life happening already, it’s 
a version of (a) ‘dream come 
true,’” he said. 

RED 
BRICK 
TALK
Photo by 
Greg Funka

Chautauquans 
stop for a chat 
in Bestor Plaza.
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The service will include a 
poem by Rebecca Richmond 
about saying goodbye to 
Chautauqua. It has become a 
well-known tradition to read 
this poem at the closing of 
the season, Jacobsen said. He 
also will include things that 
Lewis Miller and John Heyl 
Vincent said about Chau-
tauqua in its earliest years. 
These touchstones demon-
strate how far the Institution 
has come in its 136 years, but 
also how much its original 
ideas are still alive. 

Many things happen in 
the 10 months that people 
are away from Chautauqua 
between seasons, Jacobsen 
said, which is a reality that 

Having served in pasto-
ral ministry for more than 
a quarter of a century, Lab-
berton was senior pastor 
of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Berkeley, Calif., 
for 17 years prior to join-
ing the faculty at Fuller.

He looks forward to 
being in the Chautauqua 
community as chaplain 
on closing Sunday. 

Labberton is the newly 

Within that tradition, myr-
iad comedians list Newhart 
as an infl uence, but surpris-
ingly, Newhart lists a come-
dian with a drastically dif-
ferent style and audience as 
his favorite — and his wife’s 
favorite: Richard Pryor.

“I always assume (Don) 
Rickles is never going to fi nd 
this out,” Newhart said. “I 
think (Pryor) was a seminal 
infl uence of the past 50 years. 
What he did was extraordi-
nary, and God knows he and 
I don’t work alike at all, but 
just the pure genius of what 
he did as another comedian is 
amazing to watch.”

Over the course of New-
hart’s career, a few moments 
stand out in his memory, for 
different reasons. Inducted to 
the Television Hall of Fame in 
1990, Newhart was honored 
with several other fi gures, 
such as Phil Donahue. It was 
an incredible honor to be in-
cluded in the Hall of Fame, 
Newhart said, with the great-
est fi gures in television.

“To be joining the likes of 
Johnny Carson and Lucille 
Ball and Jackie Gleason — 
that was mind-blowing, that 
people put you in that same 
category,” Newhart said.
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Every day our naming of the people around us gives life 
and takes it away.

Really? Really. I can still feel the impact of a highly 
musical friend who one day called me musical. No one had 
ever called me that. I didn’t really play an instrument. I was 
no soloist.

Yet what made this comment so remarkable was that I 
instantly felt known and loved. Why? Because I was be-
ing named in the way that always matters most: from the 
inside out.

The musicality of my life, fundamental and invisible as it 
is, has to do with my soul, not with instruments. It’s about my 
way of being in the world, not about notes being played. The 
sheer, unexpected grace of being named “musical” stunned 
me. It’s not the most important thing about me, but he “got 
me” in a way that noticed, validated, and appreciated some-
thing deeply true about me even though it is usually missed.

Being rightly named means being truly known. It changes 
our lives.

Embedded in our words, and in our actions, are the names 
we give to and receive from others. Nods of recognition, 
glances of curiosity, looks of compassion, signs of paying at-
tention build one another up.

“Hey friend,” “good job,” “I noticed …” “thank you,” “join 
us” are little names that matter. When positive words and ac-
tions combine, such naming actually makes a life.

God created by naming: “Let there be light,” and “let us 
make humankind in our image.”

In turn, the human beings named with unfl inching in-
stinct, “This at last is bone of my bones and fl esh of my fl esh.”

The fi rst job God gives us is to name the creatures around 
us. Naming is about as primary to our being made in God’s 
image as almost anything else we might … well, name. It car-
ries with it our peculiar capacity for relationship, including 
our potential not just to see but actually to perceive, acknowl-
edge, and affi rm personal identity and worth.

Love names us rightly. What need could be more vital?
Yet right from the start our very capacity for rightly nam-

That year, the Hall of Fame 
also honored two people post-
humously. One of them was 
actor, producer and director 
Jack Webb for his work on 
“Dragnet.” For Newhart, who 
used to be an accountant, that 
moment was a striking one.

“I used to watch ‘Dragnet,’ 
and the next morning in the 
offi ce we’d all go around the 
water-cooler and everybody 
would talk — ‘Hey, did you 
see “Dragnet” last night? 
Wasn’t it great?’” New hart 
said. “And I thought to my-
self, ‘I’m being inducted into 
the Hall of Fame with Jack 
Webb.’ That will always stand 
out to me, as to how far, my 
God — you’ve gone a long 
way, Bobby.”

Over the course of his ca-
reer, Newhart said, so many 
moments blend together into 
laughter. He recalled how 
once Tom Poston — a recur-
ring guest star on “The Bob 
Newhart Show,” and not-so-
handyman George Utley on 
“Newhart” — brought his 
wife, Kay Hudson, to the set 
of “Newhart” one day.

“She said to Tom, ‘Please, 
don’t tell me how hard you 
work, because all you people 
do is laugh,’” Newhart said. “I 
look back on 14 years of tele-
vision, and we just laughed. 
We enjoyed doing it as much 

as people enjoyed watching 
it. Those are great memo-
ries of working with — and 
especially now, because so 
many of them aren’t with us 
anymore — great casts and 
incredible actors and gifted 
people. That will always be a 
highlight.”

One event, however, does 
more than stand out in New-
hart’s career – it made tele-
vision history. “Newhart” 
ended in 1990, after an eight-
year run on CBS, with one 
of the most recognizable se-
ries endings ever. In the fi nal 
scene, Newhart wakes up in 
bed, not as Dick Loudon, but 
as Bob Hartley, his charac-
ter from “The Bob Newhart 
Show.” The bedroom set is the 
one from “The Bob Newhart 
Show,” and the woman next 
to him is Suzanne Pleshette, 
who played Newhart’s wife 
in “The Bob Newhart Show.” 
The entirety of “Newhart,” 
it was revealed, had been a 
dream.

The idea of ending “Ne-
whart” as a dream sequence 
was perfect for the show, 
Newhart said, because there 
were so many things within 
the plot and the characters 
that were inexplicable.

“There was a waitress 
who was an heiress, and the 
handyman who wasn’t handy 

at all, and then you had Lar-
ry, Darryl and Darryl, these 
characters I thought were 
straight out of ‘Deliverance,’” 
Newhart said. “I thought 
there had been a lot of inter-
marriage that had resulted in 
this, a lot of cousins marrying 
cousins that had eventually 
resulted in Larry, Darryl and 
Darryl.”

Newhart said he was al-
ways happy to give credit 
where credit is due, and that 
the idea for the ending of 
“Newhart” was his wife Gin-
ny’s idea — an idea that arose 
two years before the show 
ended. In the sixth year of the 
show, CBS had been moving 
“Newhart” from timeslot to 
timeslot, much to the conster-
nation of Newhart.

“I thought they were kind 
of being unfair to a show that 
had been very good to them, 
and very good to me, also,” 
Newhart said. “I said to Gin-
ny, ‘You know, honey, I think 
this may be the last year of the 
show, because I’m really upset 
with CBS.’ With hardly a beat, 
she said, ‘You know, if this 
is the fi nal show, you should 
end the show that it’s all a 
dream, and you wake up in 
bed with Suzie, and explain 
about you owning this inn 
in Vermont, and how odd it 
was, how surreal it was.’ And 

GUEST COLUMN BY MARK LABBERTON

From The Pulpit

ing includes our freedom to misname. “Did God really say 
…” are words that rename God’s intent, and with them reality 
cracks. “This at last is bone of my bone and fl esh of my fl esh” 
easily becomes “The woman you gave me.”

Such misnaming reveals that things have changed and 
contributes to their changing further still. When “brother” be-
comes a mere label, there’s no longer a reason to be his keeper. 
A tower holds aspirations of a name — privileged and proud. 
Misnaming misidentifi es who we are and our relation to oth-
ers. The tragic consequences are everywhere.

Power can be measured by our capacity to give names 
that stick. Middle school teaches us this, if nothing else. If we 
carry the wrong name given us through some powerful voice 
at some vulnerable moment, we can be crippled.

Every time the church gathers in worship, we gather 
as those bearing names not our own: Inadequate. Rich. 
Failure. Together. Bad Parent. Fat. We can be deluded or op-
pressed by the naming and misnaming we experience and 
perpetrate on others.

Suffering, individually and collectively, intensifi es when it’s 
wrongly named. Injustice wracks our world with the complex 
legacy of God’s treasured creatures misnaming God, misnam-
ing ourselves, and misnaming our neighbor. This abuse of 
power is our undoing.

Most years at an our annual church leadership retreat, I 
introduce new elders to everyone present. It’s not a descrip-
tion of their activities or their work, but a more intimate and 
personal honoring of why I see them as treasured gifts.

When I fi rst did this, and new elders came up in tears after-
wards expressing what my comments had meant to them, it 
was clear that naming matters more than I could have guessed. 
Over the years, some have said it was their personal highlight 
of being an elder.  Why?  Because naming can give life.

Dalits (“Untouchables”) in India are required to be given 
one name, and it must be derogatory: Ugly, Dung, Stupid. 
Imagine the transformation when they discover that in Jesus, 
God came as a dalit (itself an extraordinary shock of rightly, 
if unexpectedly, naming God), and that he has the power to 
rename them: Chosen. Holy. Beloved.

“Behold, all things are new.” Indeed.
Human beings have a vocation of naming. By God’s grace, 

our calling is to live into our own real names as we help oth-
ers discover theirs, so that in turn they can so live and name 
the people and the world around them that what has been lost 
is found, that those who are blind may see.

When we live this way, we participate in “doing justice, lov-
ing kindness, and walking humbly before our God.”

Surely, at least this much is required by the One whom 
Scripture names Lord?

hits the community during 
this fi nal Sacred Song service 
each year. It is a poignant 
service fi lled with looking 
back at the season and look-
ing forward to hopefully re-
turning the following year. 
Jacobsen said he takes his 
role of helping people say 
goodbye to Chautauqua 
very seriously. He also feels 
emotional himself, as he has 
been coming to Chautauqua 
his entire life. 

“And people come with 
their hankies because it’s a very 
emotional evening,” he said. 

Friday’s Interfaith Lecture
Coverage of Friday’s Interfaith Lecture featuring Paul Clement can 
be found next week at chqdaily.com.  

appointed Lloyd John Ogilvie 
Chair of Preaching and direc-
tor of the Ogilvie Institute of 
Preaching at Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary, Pasadena, Calif.

I thought, ‘Oh my God, what a 
great idea.’”

Newhart and CBS recon-
ciled, and the show contin-
ued for two more years. Still, 
New hart knew he wanted to 
end the show with his wife’s 
idea, so he gave the idea to the 
writers. He didn’t tell the cast 
until the fi nal days of shoot-
ing, sequestered Pleshette 
two or three sound stages 
away, hid the fi nal set with 
fl oaters, and told the crew and 
the audience nothing. 

Newhart said he had no in-
kling that the ending would 
continue to have such an im-
pact in pop culture; he just 
new it was a great ending. 
The fi nal scene of “Newhart” 
remains recognizable today 
— recognizable to the point of 
lampooning. When the hit se-
ries “Lost” ended its six-year 
run in May with an ending 
just as surprising, comedian 
Jimmy Kimmel put together 
“alternate endings” of “Lost” 
and aired them on his show, 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live.” One of 
those alternate endings was 
Newhart waking up in bed, 
à la “Newhart,” with Evange-
line Lilly, who played Kate in 
“Lost.” Newhart said Kimmel 
pitched the idea to him, and 
Newhart jumped on board.

“I hadn’t seen ‘Lost’ that 
much, but I knew it was very 
popular, and quirky,” Ne-
whart said. “I showed up 
mainly to remind people 
what a great ending it was, 
and I was proud of it. I walked 
in, and the set was so close to 
the actual set. They had gone 
out and they had got the right 
sheets and the right pillows 
— it was like stepping back in 
a time capsule.”

After 50 years in the indus-
try, Newhart remains cultur-
ally relevant, and has no plans 
of retiring any time soon. 
When he leaves Chautauqua, 
he said he hopes the audience 
will have had as much fun 
as he. Why, he asked, would 
a person ever want to walk 
away from that?

“Why would you ever say, 
‘I’m really tired of making 
people laugh, and I don’t want 
to do that anymore,’” Ne-
whart said. “There’s a travel-
er’s inconvenience — lost lug-
gage, changed fl ights, and all 
that — but once you get there 
and you walk onstage and it’s 
an appreciative audience, and 
you’re having a good time, 
and everything you guess is 
right — it’s a high. It’s like a 
fi x. I want to move on to the 
next fi x.”

Unity of Chautauqua Sun-
day services, normally only 
at Chautauqua Institution 
during the summer, will be 
held at 10 a.m. Sept. 5, 12, 
19, and 26 at the Lakewood 
Community Center. The Rev. 
Ron Neff, ordained Unity 
minister, and a summer resi-
dent of Ashville, will conduct 
the services.

Rev. Neff’s messages will 
be: Sept. 5: “Jesus’ Mysti-
cal Sermon on the Mount 
— The Beatitudes”; Sept. 12: 
“Jesus’ Mystical Sermon on 
the Mount — More Lessons”; 
Sept. 19: “God and Me”; and 
Sept. 26: “God, You and Me.”

The Lakewood Commu-
nity Center is located at 9 
West Summit Ave.

Unity offers September services
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C O M M U N I T Y

In its third year this program 
brings together adults, age 55 
and over, to spend five days 
 at Chautauqua. 

Singers will sing challenging 
repertoire including oratorio 
choruses from Haydn’s Grosse 
Orgelmesse, and Handel’s 
Messiah, Appalachian Folk 
Songs, spirituals and a medley 
of The Music Man specially 
arranged for the Encore Chorale 
Camp. Also offered will be 
daily movement/dance classes, 
vocal technique classes and 
sectionals. Evenings will be 
filled with professional recitals, 
relaxation and entertainment.

ENCORE 
CHORALE  
CAMP 
AT CHAUTAUQUA

Monday, August 30th – Friday, September 3rd

Chautauqua Resident 
Commuter Rates Available!

For more infomation  
or to register: 
Jeanne Kelly
Executive Director
Office: 301.261.5747
Mobile: 571.215.6118
Jeanne.Kelly@ 
encorecreativity.org
http://encorecreativity.org

CALLING ALL CAMPERS!

Daily Rehearsals 
with conductors:

Jeanne Kelly
Founder of Encore Creativity

Dr. Barry Talley
Retired Director of Musical 
Activities at the United States 
Naval Academy

Public Grand Finale Encore Chorale Concert 
September 3rd, 2 p.m. – Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

F R A N K  L L O Y D  W R I G H T ’ S
� M A R T I N  H O U S E  C O M P L E X �

GREAT CITY. GREAT ARCHITECTURE. RIGHT NEXT DOOR.
Come to Buffalo to tour the Martin House Complex, a century old masterpiece by 

Frank Lloyd Wright and visit the stunning 21st century visitor pavilion right next door.  
All tours begin in the Greatbatch Pavilion. 

� � � � � www.darwinmartinhouse.orgINFORMATION and  TOURS  ..

CORRESPONDENCE FROM OUR READERS

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:
I’m sure that Chautauquans will agree that it has been a 

wonderful season from beginning to end. Tom Becker and 
staff will have a tough act to follow in 2011 … but I’m con-
fi dent that they are up to the challenge. In the meantime, 
thanks for the memories.

vic gelb
Moreland Hills, Ohio

Dear Editor:
I recently arrived at my car in the upper parking lot and 

learned that my keys were not in my pocket. It was possible that 
they were locked in the trunk. Security staff and information 
services staff dug in, located the Chautauqua police offi cer who 
quickly got my car open; no keys in the trunk. Lost keys, boo-
hoo and more, because I had to get my guest to Buffalo airport 
the next morning. Car rentals are closed on Sunday evening.

Despondent, Karin Hook (Information Offi ce) gave me a 
ride to my RV at Camp Chautauqua. At 8 p.m. my phone rang. 
Tom DeAngelo (Information Offi ce) said “Your keys are on 
the roof of your car.” A kind soul drove me back to my car and 
there, sitting on my car’s roof, was a page from the Chautau-
qua Program Guide held down by a small stone and my keys 
with this note: “Found on the ground. RICK — your guardian 
angel.”

Thank you Rick and all of the Institution staff who pitched in. 
A wonderful experience of renewing my faith in humankind.

Chuck St. Lawrence
West Palm Beach, Fla.

Dear Editor: 
Here is our litany of Thanksgiving to Chautauqua. 
For Tom Becker and his visionary leadership yet down-

to-earth everyday approachability. As Kipling said, he truly 
“walks with kings yet keeps the common touch,” 

We thank you. 
For Marty Merkley and Sherra Babcock, for a wonderful 

season of interesting, entertaining and challenging program-
ming, 

We thank you.
For “Archbishop” Campbell and “Cannon” Rovegno, the 

outstanding religion programming that was diverse, inspir-
ing and uplifting,

We thank you.
For the Development Offi ce of Geof, Dave, Karen, Tina, 

Chris and Jackie and our annual fund leadership team of Bob 
and Mary Pickens and Louanne, fearless leader,

We thank you.
For Matt and all the Daily employees,  for keeping us in-

formed, on schedule, and connecting us as a community,
We thank you.
For the Episcopal Chapel and staff, and the UU congregation,
We thank you.
For Paul, Lee, Megan, Jason, Jerry for the wonderful tennis 

season, all our tennis friends too numerous to mention, and 
for our “frozen chosen” game,

We thank you.
For the MOMS and the Slugs who each won their 100th 

championship season and the Arthritics,
We thank you.
For Bookmark and our Saturday morning Short Story 

classes,
We thank you. 
For Jon Schmitz and the Oliver family and wonderful Heri-

tage Lecture Series,
We thank you.
For Gary and Slugger Reeve, Roadrunner and Iczarina 

Conner and the McKibbins who opened their homes and 
hearts to us,

We thank you.
 To Mary, Gary, Darlene, Tim, Harriett, Chris and the rest 

of the staff at the Carey for being our home away from home 
and not just a place to stay, 

We thank you. 
And for the memories, pleasures, enjoyments and the 

growing experience of the 2010 Season and for the hopeful 
and eager anticipation of the 2011 Season,

We thank you.

William E. Bates 
Box 1352

Dear Editor:
We were very interested in the Aug. 25 letter concerning 

gate ticket pricing. Two of our family members lived to be well 
into their 90s, as we hope to also. They graciously donated 
the price of their gate tickets to the Institution, realizing that 
gate tickets supply only 60 percent of the cost of Chautauqua. 
This is a win-win situation for all, as this donation is a tax de-
duction for the donor, and a cherished gift to the Institution. 
Perhaps others would consider doing the same as a legacy for 
their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Ann Morgan Slonaker
75 North Lake Drive

Ginny Morgan Stahlsmith
78 North Lake Drive

Dear Editor:
 I have long been distressed with the direction the Abraha-

mic Initiative has taken at Chautauqua. I doubt many Chau-
tauquans, including early supporters, envisioned how this 
unlikely alliance of religions would evolve. Why must we ac-
cept future plans for a Muslim House in Chautauqua? Where 
are Muslims in Chautauqua and why is this initiative being 
forced on us? 

During the annual Abrahamic Sacred Song service, the 
blending of the waters symbolizes to me more than friend-
ship and understanding between the three Abrahamic reli-
gions. Rather, it symbolizes a blending together of Islam with 
Christianity and Judaism. Islam does not belong in any Chris-
tian religious service.

Why was Joan Brown Campbell quoting from the Koran, 
saying, “Say: He is one God; God the Eternal, the Uncaused 
Cause of all being. He begets not and neither is he begotten 
and there is nothing that could be compared to him.” It is 
hard to imagine that a Christian minister would willingly 
read these words as they directly contradict a fundamental 
Christian doctrine that Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. 

It seems that Campbell often gets the total blame for the 
Abrahamic Initiative, but I believe that others are pushing for 
acceptance of this behind the scenes.  

The theology of this initiative is fl awed and distorts major 
tenets of the Christian religion. I cannot speak for the Jew-
ish religion, but I honor the Old Testament as the foundation 
of my Christian beliefs and I cherish the involvement of the 
Jewish people and their religion on the Chautauqua grounds 
with the rich history and Biblical foundation they provide us.  

Why is the Abrahamic Initiative being pursued so fero-
ciously at Chautauqua, especially when the powers that be 
do not seem to have a full grasp of the complexity of the 
Islamic religion with its often unyielding traditions in the 
Muslim world?

We should not make religious alliances that end up alter-
ing our beliefs and worship. As Chautauquans, we must cau-
tiously move forward, honoring and holding onto the God 
that the founders of Chautauqua so loved and respected.

Francie Pickens Oliver
2 Irving Place

Dear Editor:
The performance venues of the Chautauqua Schools of 

Fine and Performing Arts programs are quiet now as our en-
thusiastic and grateful students in all of the disciplines have 
returned to further studies in pursuit of their careers. 

On behalf of the Chautauqua Women’s Club Scholarship 
Committee and CWC members, I wish to express our sincere 
appreciation to the outstanding faculty and guest artists for 
sharing their time and talents in the presentation of so many 

excellent recitals for scholarship benefi t this summer. We sa-
lute Vice President Marty W. Merkley for his gracious assis-
tance and cooperation and Sarah Malinoski-Umberger, coor-
dinator of student services in the Chautauqua Schools of Fine 
and Performing Arts, for her fi ne attention to detail with the 
scholarship process. Kudos also to Oliver Dow, director of the 
School of Music for his great assistance. The “Soldier’s Tale” 
presentation on Aug. 13 was organized by Oliver Dow as a 
special CWC benefi t. We also thank the Elizabeth S. Lenna 
Hall staff for untiring efforts in venue set up during the entire 
season. Again, thank you to the staff of The Chautauquan Daily 
for superb coverage during the entire season. 

During this 2010 Season the CWC has awarded 67 Schol-
arships to students in the various disciplines in the amount 
of $75,600. Our most generous private donors and our Schol-
arship Fund allocations are so important in this endeavor. 
Scholarship amounts are also generated from percentages in 
various CWC fundraisers during the season.

The recital committee coordination under the assistance 
of Elaine Arcisewski and Judy Bachleitner has been excellent. 
The 45-member committee who “hold those donation bas-
kets” deserve much praise for their participation at the many 
summer recitals. Special thanks to Hope Alcorn, Lucille Piper 
and Ann Jackson for their efforts at the weekly “Artists at the 
Market” for scholarship proceeds. 

We continually strive for more scholarship assistance as 
the need has never been greater. In reading the notes received 
from these grateful students you sense their heartfelt appre-
ciation. I quote one recipient as follows: “To be accepted into 
this prestigious program on scholarship is so appreciated by 
me and by my parents. I have waited for this opportunity for 
a very long time. Please know that I have used this time to 
further my passion for the performing arts and this beautiful 
Chautauqua Institution is the perfect place for me to concen-
trate on my creativity as it will have a positive effect on my 
future and my career. Chautauqua is the most special place to 
discover your potential with such terrifi c support.” 

Finally, I wish to thank our Chautauqua community for 
helping make so many dreams a possibility for these talented 
students by making a difference in the future of our students. 
Be assured that the CWC will continue to lend support and 
provide as many scholarships as possible. 

Anne T. Prezio
CWC Scholarship Chair

Dear Editor:
A 1940 Longines pocketwatch engraved and awarded to 

Dr. Bestor for 25 years of service as president of Chautauqua 
Institution is being gifted to the Chautauqua Institution Ar-
chives on Saturday, Aug. 28. The watch was discovered in a 
Boston antique store by a friend of Jill Dilley, and is being pre-
sented by Chris and Jennifer Dilley in memory of Merle Jean 
Swineford Dilley, a lifetime Chautauquan who passed away 
in June of 2010. We are thrilled to return a piece of Chautau-
qua history back to the Institution in remembrance of Merle, 
affectionately known as “Mimzie,” who so loved spending 
summers in Chautauqua.

The Dilley Family
Five generations of Chautauquans

Automated Teller Machines
 An automated teller machines (ATM), are located in the Main 
Gate Welcome Center, Colonnade lobby and Anthenaeum Hotel 
lobby during the summer season.

Bike Safety Tips
Bikers shall always give the 
right of way to pedestrians.

Quiet 
Regulations
Because Chautauqua’s 
tranquility is part of its 
attraction, noises from 
whatever source — radios, 
dogs, etc. — should be 
kept to a minimum on the 
grounds. Out of respect 
for those in attendance, 
silence should be observed 
near public buildings in 
which programs are taking 
place. General quiet on 
the Chautauqua grounds 
shall be maintained from 
midnight to 7 a.m.
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R E L I G I O N

COLUMN BY JOAN LIPSCOMB SOLOMON

Morning Worship
IN MEMORIAM

Milestones

Harris Ominsky
Harris Ominsky, 77, of Merion Station, Pa., passed away 

on Monday, Aug. 16, at his home.
Ominsky was a partner with the law fi rm of Blank Rome 

in Philadelphia for 35 years, with expertise in real estate ac-
quisitions, fi nancing and construction. He was co-chair of 
the fi rm’s  real estate department for many years.

He was a lecturer, course planner, and past president 
of the Philadelphia Bar Institute, and in 1988, received the 
Harrison Tweed Special Merit Award from the American 
Law Institute for his “exceptional contributions” to con-
tinuing education for lawyers.

Ominsky was a member of the American College of 
Real Estate Lawyers, author of 800 legal articles and wrote 
a regular column on real estate law, “Ominsky’s Terrain,” 
for the Legal Intelligencer. He was the author of Real Estate 
Practice: New Perspectives and Real Estate Practice: Breaking 
New Ground.

Ominsky grew up in Parkside in West Philadelphia and 
graduated from Central High School. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree from the Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania and a law degree from Penn’s law school, 
where he was a member of the Law Review.

After serving in the Army, he joined his father, Joseph, 
and uncle, Max, in their law fi rm. He joined Blank Rome in 
1964 and became partner in 1969.

The Ominskys were introduced to Chautauqua by 
friends Shel and Phyllis Seligsohn. They began coming for 
one week, then two, then three and four, until “it became 
Harris’ favorite place in the whole world.” On one of his last 
visits, Harris attended a talk on Frederick Douglass at the 
Hall of Philosophy and “was still challenging the lecturer.” 
He often asked questions the lecturers couldn’t answer.

In addition to his wife, Ominsky is survived by a daugh-
ter, Michelle O’Toole; a son, David; two brothers; a sister; 
and fi ve grandchildren.

A funeral was held Aug. 19, with burial in Roosevelt Me-
morial Park, Trevose, Pa.

Biographical information in this obituary is taken from an 
obituary written and published by the Philadelphia Inquirer.

The ushers serve a very important hospitality role for 
Sunday Worship, warmly welcoming visitors who come 
every Sunday from all over — from Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Buffalo and beyond — to worship at Chautauqua and to 
hear nationally renowned preachers. 

Julie and “Shorty” Follansbee shared the head usher 
position for several years until she took it over solely in 
2002. “Julie has served faithfully for 28 years, and her 
leadership has been greatly appreciated by all the ush-
ers,” said Maureen Rovegno, assistant director of the De-
partment of Religion. “The department owes her a great 
debt of gratitude.”

2010 CHAUTAUQUA USHERS

1932 Shorty Follansbee fi rst ushered.
 He became head usher in 1965, and served as 
 such through 2002. He died in 2008.

1949  Dave Beeson 61 years
1954 Tom Small 56 years
1959 Dick Karslake 51 years
1961 Bill Karslake 49 years
1967 Charlie Schiller 43 years
1967 Phil Young 43 years
1970 Harry Rose 40 years (retired)
1971 Norm Pederson 39 years (retired
1971 Geof Follansbee 39 years (retired)
1980 Warren Hickman 30 years (retired)
1980 Louanne Lind 30 years
1981 Marshall Nelson 29 years
1982 Julie Follansbee 28 years
 (Head Usher: 2002 – the present)
1985 Skip Lind 25 years
1986 Bob Dietley 24 years (retired)
1989 Andrew Sorenson 21 years
1994 Maureen Rovegno  16 years
1995 Laura Dawson 15 years
1996 Walter McIntosh 14 years (retired)
1996 Francie Oliver 14 years
1998 Jim Rovegno  12 years (substitute)
1999 Tom Rowe 11 years
2001 Jim Singleton 9 years
2002 Tyler Hanson 8 years (on leave)
2002  Steve Piper  8 years
2002 Kerry Oliver 8 years
2004 George Snyder 6 years
2004 Mary Schiller 6 years (substitute)
2006 Bryce Hanson 4 years
2008 Lois Raynow 2 years
2008 Jack Alexander 2 years
2009 John Jackson 1 year
2010 Laura Currie
2010 Jim Babcock
2010 Kirstie Hanson

Compliments. Everyone likes to receive them. Jesus liked 
to give them. Jesus gave his disciples, and us, two very 
signifi cant titles. “You are the salt of the earth,” he said, 

and “You are the light of the world.” However, with these 
impressive titles come impressive responsibilities. Chaplain 
Cynthia L. Hale challenged her listeners to live up to those 
responsibilities in Friday’s sermon, “Be Who You Are.”

Who, or what, is salt? The Greeks, Hale said, called salt 
“divine.” The Romans said there was nothing more useful 
than sun (light of the world) and salt.

“Being ‘salt’ and ‘light’ makes us powerful and infl uen-
tial,” Hale said. “The world may not recognize who we are, 
but they didn’t recognize Jesus for who he was and what he 
represented until he showed them.”

Hale cited the words the prophet Isaiah spoke foretelling 
Jesus’ coming: “The people walking in darkness have seen 
a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of 
death, a light has dawned.”

Jesus described himself as ”the light of the world” and 
promised, “whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.”

Since Jesus designated us as “the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world,” Hale said, “we have a moral obligation to 
change this world into the kingdom of God.”

She observed that, in this “postmodern” world, for many, 
there appear to be no moral absolutes. The Bible, once pro-
viding guidance for how we should govern our lives, has 
become, for many, not a source of authority, but a document 
of antiquity.

“The nation that still asserts ‘In God we trust’ has, in 
many ways, strayed from the godly principles that once de-
termined the moral climate and the morality of our nation,” 
the chaplain said.

“God left us in this world,” Hale said, “to be salt and light 
— to establish God’s kingdom, where love is the basis of 
every relationship, where righteousness reigns, where justice 
and equality for all is the order of the day, and dignity and 
right are to be safeguarded and assured.

“The world is our mission fi eld,” Hale said. “We are called 
to bring people out of darkness into God’s marvelous light — 
to release people from both spiritual and material bondage.”

Hale described the plight of the most vulnerable, whom 
Jesus called ”the least of these” — especially children and 
military families, the homeless, those in prison, those 
infected with HIV. She called upon her listeners to come to 
their assistance.

“It is the task of the Christian,” Hale said, “to transmit the 
reconciling love we have found in Christ to a world that is 
loveless. We are called to proclaim the gospel of peace.”

She quoted Martin Luther King Jr.: “We are tied into a 
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly af-
fects all indirectly.”

“Together,” Hale concluded, “we can make a difference. 
Together, we can change our world.” Applause followed 
her “amen.”

Hale is founding and senior pastor, Ray of Hope Chris-
tian Church, Decatur, Ga. The Rev. Rebecca Conrad Spanos, 
permanent deacon, Anglican Church in North America, was 
liturgist. Kathy Doerfl inger, hostess of the Ecumenical Com-
munity of Chautauqua, read Matthew 5:13-16.

Worship coordinator Jared Jacobsen led the Motet Choir 
and fl ute soloist Judy Bachleitner in Larry B. Peterson’s ar-
rangement of Gustav Holst’s setting of Michael Perry’s “O 
God Beyond All Praising.”

(Dear Readers, Thank you for 17 years of loyalty, love and 
prayers. Let us do as St. Thomas More proposed: “Do you pray for 
me as I’ll pray for thee that we may merrily meet in Heaven.” J.L.S.) 

‘Together, we can make a 
difference and change our world’

Department of Religion 
recognizes Sunday Worship ushers

Business Licenses
 If you operate or rent accommodations or any type of business on 
the grounds you must purchase a rental permit or business license 
at the Treasurer’s Offi ce in the Colonnade Building (357-6212).

Cameras/Recording Equipment

 The possession and/or use of cameras or recording devices in all 
Chautauqua Institution performance facilities, including the Amphi-
theater, Bratton Theater, Norton Hall, Lenna Hall, Smith Wilkes 
Hall and Hall of Philosophy, are prohibited except by authorized 
press and personnel.
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Liptak brings a little mischief to reporting on Supreme Court

Photo by Tim Harris

Adam Liptak, 
Supreme Court 
correspondent 
for The New York 
Times, delivers 
the final morning 
lecture of the 2010 
Season Friday in the 
Amphitheater.

by Karen S. Kastner
Staff writer

Friday’s morning lec-
turer, Adam liptak, offered 
his audience both serious 
and lighthearted informa-
tion about the highest court 
in the land as he closed 
the ninth and final week of 
chautauqua Institution’s 
2010 Season.

Institution President tom 
Becker both introduced 
liptak, The New York Times’ 
Supreme court correspon-
dent, and commented on 
the season overall. calling 
the season’s morning lec-
tures, which began with 
writer Roger Rosenblatt and 
broadcaster-writer Jim Leh-
rer, “magnificent,” Becker 
stated that those participat-
ing could “derive great hope 
for the country in this kind 
of gathering.”

Liptak, whose work has 
also appeared in The New 
Yorker, Vanity Fair, Rolling 
Stone, Businessweek and The 
American Lawyer, offered in 
the first part of his speech 
observations about the fo-
cus of Week Nine — the u.S. 
Supreme court — from the 
perspective of a writer.

His title, “the roberts 
Court in the Obama Era,” 
applied more to the second 
part of the talk, when he dis-
cussed several court rulings 
and the majority and dis-
senting opinions involved in 
them.

liptak told his Amphi-
theater audience that he had 
been looking all week for 
the inspiration for his ad-
dress. He finally found it, 
he said, in thursday night’s 
’50s Dance Party in the Am-
phitheater.

lyrics have begun pop-
ping up in what would 
otherwise typically prove 
“achingly boring” Supreme 
Court decisions as well as 
those in lower courts, Liptak 
said. “the Supreme court 
takes itself awfully seriously 
as is its constitutional duty,” 
liptak said, adding, “I think 
there’s room for a little mis-
chief.”

It all began, he said, with 
former Chief Justice Wil-
liam Rehnquist, who, Lip-
tak pointed out, added gold 
stripes to his judicial gar-
ment in the style of those 
worn by Lord Chancellor in 
“Iolanthe.” 

liptac said rehnquist ex-
ercised poetic justice when 
the now-deceased chief jus-
tice borrowed from Gilbert 
and Sullivan, writing the 

following partial quote into 
one of his opinions: “the 
law is the true embodiment 
of everything that’s excel-
lent. And I embody the law.”

Likewise, said Liptak, 
current Chief Justice John 
Roberts Jr. exercised “excel-
lent taste” when he included 
a facsimile of the Bob Dylan 
line, “When you got noth-
ing, you got nothing to lose” 
in an opinion concerning a 
dispute over long-distance 
carriers.

Although roberts mis-
quoted the lyrics a little, lip-
tak quipped that the chief 
justice must be “neither an 
originalist nor a strict con-
textualist.”

Justice Samuel Alito has 
also joined in the fun, invok-
ing the late John Lennon’s 
“Imagine” in an opinion 
about a religious group’s 
right to install monuments 
in a city park in utah, liptak 
said.

liptak lamented the 
“dwindling” number of re-
porters covering the u.S. Su-
preme Court as well as other 
federal courts and lower 
courts.

He went on to say, “What 
I practice is not journal-
ism in the strictest sense.” 
He explained that there is 
little competition for scoops 
in the u.S. Supreme court 
press corps because of the 
nature of its collective work. 
He said that neither the jus-
tices nor their clerks leak in-

formation to the press.
“the Supreme court is 

to the judiciary as the death 
penalty is to criminal jus-
tice,” Liptak said, explaining 
that reportage often centers 
on the u.S. Supreme court 
opinions and on death-pen-
alty cases even though both 
constitute only a fraction of 
overall cases.

In the second segment of 
his talk, liptak called the 
u.S. Supreme court’s Citi-
zens United v. Federal Elec-
tion Commission ruling in 
January the most significant 
ruling since Bush v. Gore. 
He went on, “It is easily the 
most important case of the 
Roberts court.”

Amid the “minimal-
ist” Roberts court, Justice 
Anthony Kennedy wrote a 
90-page dissent in the free-
speech case, rendering proof 
of his position as what Lip-
tak calls “the most reliable 
First Amendment absolutist 
on the court.”

He said that although he 
has observed that the Citi-
zens United ruling has not 
“unleashed” a lot of political 
contributions from special-
interest groups, it has in-
deed launched any number 
of opinion-editorial pieces 
throughout the country.

liptak called the 5-4 vote 
on Citizens United “symboli-
cally significant.” The split 
tally, he said, “gives the 
smell of indecision.”

the speaker observed 

that the court appears to be 
on a “march toward limiting 
the rights of defendants,” 
having ruled that police do 
not have to use the precise 
words of the Miranda warn-
ing.

With Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor dissenting, liptak 
said, the high court also ad-
opted the stance that those 
arrested must, ironically, 
“speak up” in order to assert 
their right to remain silent.

Many court observers had 
speculated, liptak said, that 
Sotomayor, a former pros-
ecutor, would prove a law-
enforcement proponent in 
these matters, but that was 
not the case as is evidence by 
the dissent — the first in her 
u.S. Supreme court tenure.

Moving on to other cases, 
liptak admitted that “I’m 
not sure I completely follow” 
the court’s decision in Janu-
ary to halt the dissemination 
of california’s Proposition 8 
trial that would have been 
broadcast on closed-circuit 
television to a small number 

of courtrooms throughout 
the country.

He disagreed with the 
court’s position that those 
testifying about same-sex 
marriage in the Proposi-
tion 8 case would have been 
open to harassment because, 
liptak said, those testifying 
were paid advocates whose 
positions were already well 
known.

Liptak went on to call 
“surprising” Roberts’ vote 
banning prison sentences of 
life without parole to juve-
nile offenders. Liptak, who 
said the terms are “not in-
frequently” meted out for 
crimes other than murder, 
pointed out that America 
was the only nation to have 
had this practice in place.

liptak also pointed out 
that roberts joined the lib-
eral members of the bench 
in lengthening the prison 
sentence for those deemed 
“sexually dangerous.”

In addition, he observed 
that the court has lost “a 
bit of a maverick” in Jus-

tice John Paul Stevens, who, 
liptak opined, consistently 
asked “the hardest, smart-
est” question of lawyers at 
the ends of their oral argu-
ments before the court.

Stevens also refused to 
subscribe to the u.S. Su-
preme court’s cert pool, 
which Liptak explained in-
volved all of the other jus-
tices when Stevens was on 
the bench. The law clerks 
for the justices other than 
Stevens were randomly as-
signed cert petitions that 
they evaluated and recom-
mended whether the court 
would hear or refuse to hear 
the case.

Many in the audience reg-
istered alarm when Liptak 
said that cases before the 
court at that time would be 
have been read and evaluat-
ed for merit (or lack of mer-
it) only by a “90-year-old” 
Stevens and a “26-year-old 
clerk.”

liptak also said Kennedy 
is the most powerful justice 
due to his position as the 
swing vote.

He went on to say that 
although there was open 
speculation that Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg would step 
down in light of her cancer 
surgery last year and in the 
wake of the death of her hus-
band, Martin, Liptak said 
“she’s giving no signs that 
she’ll leave.”

to end his speech, lip-
tak said that Martin Gins-
burg, who handled some 
of his wife’s mail as well as 
the cooking in the house-
hold, devised the following 
response to strangers who 
wanted to visit the justice 
as she convalesced: “You are 
perfectly welcome to come 
visit me as long as you are 
one of my grandchildren.”
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Ronald Allen, 
professor at 
Northwestern 
Law School, 
delivers the 
afternoon 
lecture on 
Thursday 
afternoon in 
the Hall of 
Philosophy.

by Elizabeth Lundblad
Staff writer

On paper, the job descrip-
tion of a Supreme court Jus-
tice at its most basic level is to 
make legal decisions accord-
ing to the constitution. Why 
and how, then, is there so 
much complexity behind de-
termining the law of the land?

luckily for chautauquans, 
ronald Allen, thursday’s 2 
p.m. Interfaith lecturer, was 
able to shed some light on the 
multi-faceted question.

“I think I can explain why 
constitutional questions 
are so hard to answer, and 
among the reasons are pre-
cisely their ethical and moral 
dimensions,” he said. “First, I 
want to talk about why it’s so 
hard to interpret the consti-
tution, a document that only 
has about 7,500 words — it’s 
barely a short story.”

the original constitu-
tion only has 4,543 words, he 
added. “How can this be the 
source of such ambiguity?”

constitutional adjudica-
tion, figuring out what the 
constitution means, is mea-
sured through the process of 
constitutional interpretation. 
However, one of the most 
frustrating aspects of consti-
tutional interpretation is the 
number of close, 5-4, deci-
sions that are decided by the 
Supreme court, he said.

Every time the court 
would hand down a close de-
cision, Allen said, his mother 
would call him up and ask, 
“Don’t Supreme court judges 
have law degrees?”

What makes the constitu-
tion so hard to interpret?

“to answer that question 
requires that a more funda-
mental question be addressed 
first, which is what do these 
words mean? What does it 
mean to be law?” Allen said. 
“Motivating such questions 
usually is a contrast between 
law on the one hand and poli-
tics on the other.”

understanding the nature 
of that contrast is vital, he 
said. the conventional mean-
ing of what law means is 
clear enough: the rule of law 
is the law of rules.

“the law articulates rules 
of behavior; you can do this 
or that. You can’t do this. 
You can’t do that,” Allen 
said. “Again, I think it’s pret-
ty straightforward. rules 
are statements of necessary 
and/or sufficient conditions 
for actions.”

Allen: As a historical document, Constitution has a unique set of issues

contrasting with this 
definitive concept of law is 
an equally straightforward 
concept of politics, he said. 
Politics involves the channel-
ing of personal interests into 
state policy. 

“the scope of personal 
interest is not limited to the 
narrowly self-serving; it in-
cludes all the things that 
matter to a person ... includ-
ing the morality, the ethics, 
the justice of a situation ... 
as well as your own moral 
beliefs,” he said. “All the 
jumble of personal interests 
we counterpose, I’m calling 
it politics.

there is law, which is 
clear, direct and deduc-
tive on one side; and on the 
other there is this tumultu-
ous cacophony of interests, 
which include one’s moral 
views, beliefs and objec-
tions, Allen said.

“Out of the political 
emerges law, just as out of the 
bubbling cauldron of the late 
18th century emerged the 
u.S. constitution. But until 

adopted in an authoritative 
fashion, personal interests 
are personal,” he said. “Be-
cause of this bite and conse-
quence (of law), one should 
know in advance what one’s 
rights and obligations are, 
so that you can abide by the 
law, negotiate around it and 
clamor through the political 
process for change.”

Next, Allen provided 
the audience with what he 
deemed a 10-minute law-
school summary, which 
he said should be a secret 
that chautauquans keep 
from his students who pay 
$45,000 a year at Northwest-
ern law School, where he is 
a professor.

In regards to the process 
of rule making, lawmakers 
are responding to the past, 
he said.

“When you write rules 
or change rules, you’re not 
thinking of what’s going to 
happen tomorrow, you’re 
thinking about what hap-
pened yesterday, and you’re 
trying to deal with what hap-
pened yesterday so that it 
doesn’t happen tomorrow,” 
Allen said. “You might proj-
ect it onto the future, but 
you’re assuming a continuity 
with the past; this is why the 
law is always regressive.”

For Allen, there are four 
main variables of why consti-
tutional issues are so difficult 
to interpret, and they include 
change, complexity, decision 

theory and the instability of 
interpretive theory.

change is a pivotal issue 
because the constitution is 
a historical document, and 
with that status comes a 
unique set of issues.

“the constitution is ap-
plied to things that no one 
literally ever thought of at 
the time the text was adopt-
ed,” Allen said. “think of 
what raise really interesting 
problems today, searches 
at airports. … that didn’t 
exist. Well, airports didn’t 
exist. Motorized vehicles 
didn’t exist.”

No one was thinking of 
wiretapping when the Fourth 
Amendment was written in 
the late 18th century, he said. 
What is the meaning behind 
applying language to a situ-
ation that was not present 
in the time the constitution 
was written? there are equal 
arguments on either side,  
he added.

“the key point is captured 
by this: What does it mean to 
apply language to a dynamic 
state that bears no, or almost 
no, relationship to its initial 
conditions? that’s the key 
question,” Allen said.

Adding to this problem is 
the complexity of the society 
in which the constitution is 
being interpreted, he said.

However, suppose that 
society is not complex, Al-
len said. Assuming society is 
static instead of dynamic, the 

variables pertinent to consti-
tutional adjudication are still 
numerous.

“As the number of vari-
ables in any decision-making 
context increases, handling 
them becomes increasingly 
complicated, he said. “con-
sider the question … in the 
press today, (which is) the 
intent of the framers. Well, 
which framers?”

Allen asked, does the Su-
preme court consider the 
opinion of the framer who 
voted for something even 
though it did not go far 
enough for him, or the fram-
er who voted for the same 
thing even though it went too 
far for him?

“Is it those who wrote the 
language, or proposed the 
language? Amended it, pro-
mulgated it, argued for rati-
fication, or ratified the words 
that matter? this easy con-
cept that trips off the tongue, 
intent of the framers, is as-
tonishingly complicated, and 
by the way, in modern aca-
demic discourse that’s why 
intent of the framers no lon-
ger is really much looked at,” 
Allen said.

Setting aside the question 
about the framer’s original 
intent, deciding constitution-
al cases are made even more 
confusing by the fact that 
they are decided by multi-
body courts, he said.

“Decision theory is the 
branch of science that studies 
the way in which decisions 
are made,” Allen said. “But 
when you have more than a 
single decision maker, like 
… (a) nine-member court 
or whatever, and numerous 

variables, this is a recipe for 
a decision theoretic disaster.”

the votes become an un-
breakable cycle in which the 
majority of cases are decided 
by slim, and fragile, margins, 
he added.

“that’s why agenda set-
ting in, say, the legislature 
is so critically important; 
it’s the means of avoiding 
these kinds of problems to 
get to your preferred re-
sult,” he said. 

If these three conditions 
did not create enough of 
a mess, add to it that the 
constitution cannot be read 
literally, or society would 
have to conclude that the 
document is largely irrel-
evant in modern times and 
the decision-making ele-
ment is too complicated to 
guarantee systematic out-
comes, Allen said.

“It’s the constitution we 
are expounding; we can’t ac-
cept, no matter what logical 
arguments I make, that it’s 
meaningless,” he said. “this 
is why 15 years ago they 
were talking about original 
intent, now why they’re talk-
ing about original meaning, 
what’s emerged as the living 
constitution theory.”

the theory proclaims that 
the constitution is a living 
document that has mean-
ing, but its meaning is drawn 
only from contemporary af-
fairs, he said.

“there is interpretive in-
stability. the constitution 
doesn’t provide its own the-
ory of interpretation, and if it 
did, it would have to be inter-
preted,” Allen said.
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by Sara Toth
Staff writer

Mike Sullivan’s office in 
the Colonnade is chock full 
of mementos from his life, 
career and 13 summers at 
Chautauqua Institution Ñ  
mugs, Irish decorations and 
a Good Egg Award he once 
received from the United 
Way Campaign. 

But on the shelf above his 
desk are three photographs 
of Sullivan’s wife, Nancy, 
and their two daughters, 
Kathleen and Mary Eliza-
beth Ñ  the things, or people, 
who Sullivan says matter the 
most to him.

This summer is SullivanÕ s 
last at Chautauqua; he is re-
tiring in December from his 
position as the director of in-
stitution relations and public 
affairs of Chautauqua Insti-
tution, in order for him and 
his wife to be closer to their 
daughters. ItÕ s just the right 
time, Sullivan said. 

“I’m excited about it, but 
leaving here is hard because 
it’s a great place, wonder-
ful relationships, incredible 
staff,Ó  Sullivan said. Ò That 
makes itÕ s hard to do, hard to 
think about. But at the same 
point Ñ  none of itÕ s ever 
done, so no matter when I left, 
something wouldnÕ t be done. 
It’s never completely done 
here. You do have to pass on 
the torch at some point.”

Prior to his work at the 
Institution, Sullivan was the 
director of public relations 
and marketing at Highland 
Hospital in Rochester, N.Y., 
and an adjunct professor at 
Monroe Community Col-
lege Ñ  among myriad other 
positions through his career. 
It was through the job at 
Monroe that he first found 
out about Chautauqua, when 
he came across an advertise-
ment calling for a new direc-
tor of institution relations. 

Sullivan had never heard 
of Chautauqua, or of any-
thing like it, but he found 
the idea appealing to his in-
tellectual and spiritual sides 
Ñ  heÕ s more than a gruff ex-
terior of a hockey player, he 
pointed out.

Ò To me, (Chautauqua) re-
ally is a beacon of light to the 
world,Ó  Sullivan said. Ò When 
I was growing up, the world 
was a much more civilized 
place. And what I saw in 
this place, and what I really 
thought about was the fact 

Retiring at year’s end, Sullivan always puts family first

that this could be a place to 
help to re-civilize things.”

Sullivan said he believes 
heÕ s helped do that through 
the relationships heÕ s built 
for the Institution as well as 
for himself. HeÕ s not the only 
one who believes that.

Ò HeÕ s been a huge asset 
to the community; he just 
dove right in and cares so 
much about the community 
he is involved in,Ó  said Se-
bastian Baggiano, the Insti-
tution’s treasurer and vice 
president for financial and 
community services. “Mike’s 
responsibility of the public 
relations of Chautauqua is 
extremely important. His 
work in teaching everybody 
about customer service, and 
the value of customer service 
Ñ  he does it by demonstra-
tion, and by leadership. That 
just transcends to everyone 
else. ThereÕ s nothing better 
for any organization than 
making everyone — custom-
ers and employees Ñ  feel 
like theyÕ ve been treated in a 
very well-respected way.” 

Baggiano described Sul-
livan as the Ò go-to guyÓ  at 
the Institution, and Presi-
dent Tom Becker agreed; 
SullivanÕ s friends know that 
when they are in need, they 
can go to Sullivan, who will 
help them with kindness and 
wisdom. Sullivan, Becker 
said, is the man responsible 
for knitting together the en-
tire staff of the Institution.

Ò He runs a division, a de-
partment of what we do, but 
heÕ s really seen, broadly, as a 
person that everyone can talk 
to,” Becker said. “He con-
cerns himself with customer 
service crossing boundaries. 
He’s the first to thank people 
for their delivery of services, 
to compliment folks for hav-
ing gone the extra mile. He 
holds folks together.Ó

The general, genial con-
sensus among Institution 
staff members is that Sulli-
van will be missed, whether 
it be, in Becker’s words, “his 
enormous well of decency 
and generosity of spirit,Ó  or 
in Baggiano’s description, 
his contagious spirit.

“You can’t help but love 
his whole personality,Ó  said 

Board of Directors of the 
Downtown Jamestown De-
velopment Corporation, and  
the City of Jamestown Strate-
gic Planning Committee.

Ò Quite frankly, I donÕ t know 
how he does it all,Ó  Peterson 
said, shrugging her shoulders 
in disbelief and awe. 

Still, Sullivan has time for 
comedy — he’s a member of 
The Unexpected Guests com-
edy improv troupe in James-
town, N.Y.

“He’s surprising,” Becker 
said. “He stretches himself. 
This improvisational com-
edy troupe heÕ s in, I mean, 
who does that? I think it 
takes real courage to do 
something like that, espe-
cially in improv, because 
youÕ re hanging out there on 
a very thin limb, and when 
ideas are being thrown at 
you, you have to have a real-
ly quick wit, and you have to 
trust the people youÕ re with. 
He has a very quick wit, and 
heÕ s very trusting of people.Ó

Besides, that, Becker said, 
Sullivan is still playing hock-
ey “at a ridiculous age, with 
people literally younger than 
half his age, and he holds his 
own.Ó

A member of the James-
town Adult Hockey League, 
Sullivan plays defense on the 
ice, after years in the position 
of right wing. A longtime fan 
of the Buffalo Sabres, Sulli-

van has been playing hockey 
since he was 16 years old.

Sullivan saw his first 
hockey game in 1956, when 
a family friend took him to a 
game between QueenÕ s Uni-
versity and Clarkson Tech. 
That game, Sullivan said, set 
the story of his whole life.

Shortly after, the Ameri-
can Hockey League came to 
Rochester, with the team the 
Rochester Americans. Sulli-
van saved up his paper route 
money to attend almost ev-
ery game.

His career goal from that 
point on, Sullivan said, was 
to work for the Rochester 
Americans. He did so in 
1971, when he became the 
director of public relations 
of the Rochester Americans 
Hockey Club — a job he held 
for a little more than a year 
before moving on to the po-
sition of sales account execu-
tive at WROC-AM radio in 
Rochester.

Throughout his various 
career moves, Sullivan hasn’t 
stopped playing hockey — 
and he’ll continue to do so in 
his retirement in Denver. The 
nearest ice rink is 1.3 miles 
from his house, with drop-
in hockey on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings, and a 
league on Sunday and Mon-
day nights, Sullivan said.

“I can’t wait to get my teeth 
into something out there,Ó  

Sullivan said. Ò I donÕ t stop.Ó
The move to Denver is 

first a move back to the pho-
tographs on Sullivan’s office 
shelf; he and his wife Nan-
cy — after 46 years and one 
week of marriage Ñ  are mov-
ing to Colorado to be closer 
to their daughters. Looking 
at the photographs, Sullivan 
speaks thoughtfully.

“(Nancy’s) remarkable,” 
he said. Ò IÕ m more passion-
ately in love with her now 
than the day I married her. 
She’s such a great person. 
ThereÕ s nobody who would 
be a better friend. If you have 
her as a friend, you have the 
best friend you could pos-
sibly have, because she will 
back your play 100 percent of 
the time.Ó

ThereÕ s only one thing Sul-
livan said heÕ s more proud 
of than any of the work heÕ s 
done at the Institution, or at 
other stops in his career, and 
that is his family.

Ò The only thing I would 
want to be measured by is 
for my kids to tell someone 
Ô yeah, he was a great dad,Õ Ó 
he said. Ò ThatÕ s the only 
thing that matters. The rest 
of it Õ s all fun Ñ  work, mak-
ing a living, and it Õ s great. 
IÕ ve been very fortunate, but 
to me the most important 
thing is being a dad and a 
husband.Ó

Photo by Emily Fox

Michael Sullivan with the objects in his office that mean the most to him — pictures of his family.

Baggiano, whoÕ s been work-
ing with Sullivan for six 
years. Ò HeÕ s always upbeat, 
heÕ s always positive. HeÕ s a 
problem-solver. Mike is ev-
erybody’s friend. He cares 
so much about what he does, 
no matter what it is heÕ s do-
ing. WeÕ re going to miss him 
a lot Ñ  his personality, and 
his talent.Ó

That personality, which 
ties together the staff, and 
the environment created by 
that personality, is excep-
tionally evident in the office 
of Institution Relations.

Ò With everybody in this 
office, it’s all about attitude,” 
said Myra Peterson, admin-
istrative assistant. Ò We love 
coming to work, and we 
love working with Mike. He 
keeps our attitudes up Ñ  it 
has to do with the way he 
treats us and the way we feel 
about our work. IÕ ve never 
ever not wanted to come to 
work here, ever.Ó

Similar statements ring 
true throughout the office.

“I’ve never considered a 
day of going to work, work,Ó 
Sullivan said. Ò IÕ ve had re-
sponsibilities and duties, but 
itÕ s not work when you have 
people like this around you. 
I don’t think you come in 
to this office, ever, and find 
people grousing. If they have 
bad days, they somehow 
tuck it away and pick it up 
on their way home or some-
thing, because in here, you 
can’t ask for a better group of 
people. Where would I find 
them? ThatÕ s no malarkey; 
thatÕ s the real deal. If it ever 
happens to you, itÕ s remark-
able. ThatÕ s the part thatÕ s 
tough walking away from.Ó

SullivanÕ s not walking 
away just yet; thereÕ s still 
plenty of work to be done, 
including capitalizing on 
the Chautauqua Institution 
documentary, filmed last 
season, that will premiere on 
WNED-TV, the Buffalo, N.Y., 
PBS affiliate, in January. 

In addition to his work 
at the Institution, Sullivan 
currently serves on several 
boards: the WCA Hospi-
tal Board of Directors, the 
Holy Family Catholic School 
Board of Consultors, the 

Institution relations director reflects on 13 years
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L E C T U R E

by John Ford
Staff writer  

ChautauquaÕ s matriarch 
received us all for a chat 
Wednesday evening.  

In a special Amphithe-
ater conversation high-
lighting Week NineÕ s focus 
on the Supreme Court, its 
first female Justice, Sandra 
Day OÕ Connor, captivated 
a capacity crowd with fas-
cinating, often humorous 
and sometimes tart tales of 
her distinguished, ground-
breaking Ñ  and continuing 
Ñ  career.

Congenially guided by 
her interlocutor and long-
time collaborator Craig 
Joyce, Andrews Kurth pro-
fessor of law at the Univer-
sity of Houston Law Center, 
OÕ Connor easily brushed 
aside early microphone 
problems, a bit of a cough 
and a mid-session down-
pour to entrance the un-
characteristically large late-
season throng.

OÕ Connor is truly a 
Chautauquan. 

Ò IÕ ve been coming up 
here for 30 years,Ó  she told 
The Chautauquan Daily in an 
interview earlier this week. 
Ò When I was first picked by 
President (Ronald) Reagan 
for the Supreme Court, I was 
invited to speak at Chautau-
qua. I asked (husband) John 
about it. He said, Ô LetÕ s go.Õ Ó

OÕ Connor said that she 
and her late husband, John, 
had been to Chautauqua 
Ò at least 15 timesÓ  since 
then, bringing children and 
grandchildren to visit. 

Ò John worked here for a 
summer as Ñ  he said Ñ  a 
dishwasher in the Athenae-
um Hotel,Ó  she recalled. Ò I 
never believed that, because 
in our 57 years of marriage, 
I never saw him wash a sin-
gle dish after a meal!Ó

John was the central fig-
ure in OÕ ConnorÕ s pivotal 
2005 decision to retire from 
the Supreme Court, she said. 

Ò It was an easy decision,Ó  
she said. Ò JohnÕ s Alzheim-
erÕ s was advancing, and I 
could no longer care for him 
properly. He needed to be in 
a full-time care center.

Ò Two of our three sons 
live in Arizona, and, to 
avoid them second-guessing 
my choice, I had them de-
cide where John should stay. 
They chose well,Ó  she said.

On Wednesday night, 
OÕ Connor shared many oth-
er personal and profession-
al stories with the audience. 

Reflecting on her child-
hood, OÕ Connor said she 
grew up on Ò the Lazy B,Ó  
an Arizona ranch 35 miles 

from town. The roads were 
bad, the utilities spotty. 

Ò My parents sent me to 
school in El Paso,Ó  she told 
the audience. Ò There was 
lots of Texas history. I got 
so sick of hearing about Ste-
phen F. Austin!Ó

OÕ Connor said that upon 
graduating from Stanford 
Law School in 1952, no law 
firm would hire a woman. 

“I got my first lawyer job 
in the Office of the District 
Attorney of San Mateo Coun-
ty, California, by offering to 
work for no pay and sharing 
an office with the secretary, 
who was very nice,Ó  she said. 
“I loved that job.” 

OÕ Connor said that while 
her Stanford male class-
mates all had high-paying 
jobs, they spent their days 
on research and deposi-
tions. They hated the work.

“After four months, a job 
opened up and I started 
to get paid,Ó  OÕ Connor re-
called. Ò So there was a hap-
py ending.Ó

After her husband served 
a three-year hitch in the 
Army Judge Advocate Gen-
eralÕ s office in Germany, 
the OÕ Connors returned to 
Phoenix. It was no differ-
ent than before, OÕ Connor 
said. No firm would hire a 
woman.

Ò I opened a storefront law 
office in a shopping mall with 
a friend I had met studying for 
the bar exam,Ó  she explained. 
Ò We had a liquor store and a 
laundromat for neighbors. I 
can tell you, we didnÕ t handle 
cases usually heard by the Su-
preme Court!Ó

Later in her career, af-
ter a five-year stretch as an 
Arizona Assistant Attor-
ney General, OÕ Connor re-
ceived an appointment to a 
vacant state senate seat. She 
was named chairman of the 

state, county and municipal 
affairs committee.

Ò During my second term, 
my colleagues voted me ma-
jority leader. It was a com-
plete surprise to me,Ó  she 
said. Ò It was also the first 
time in U.S. history that a 
woman had a leadership po-
sition in a legislative body.Ó  

OÕ Connor later became 
trial judge in Maricopa 
County, Ariz. She told the 
Amphitheater audience 
that then-governor Bruce 
Babbitt might have heard 
of OÕ ConnorÕ s thoughts of 
running for his office and 
appointed her to the state 
court of appeals instead. 

On her appointment to the 
Supreme Court, OÕ Connor 
said that Reagan, most likely 
in an effort to garner votes 
from women, promised dur-
ing his campaign to try to 
appoint a qualified woman 
to the Supreme Court.

Ò There werenÕ t many 
women judges in 1981, Re-
publican or otherwise,Ó  
OÕ Connor said. Ò My hus-
band, John, kept saying 
Ô HeÕ s going to call you, and 
when he does, you have to 
say yes.Õ Ó

O’Connor joked that 
what really appealed to 
Reagan, an avid horseback 
rider, was OÕ ConnorÕ s ranch 
background. 

Acknowledging that it 
was a Ò scaryÓ  time when she 
accepted the nomination, 
OÕ Connor said that John 
had to give up his law prac-
tice, and that there was con-
siderable pressure on her as 
the first woman named to 
the Supreme Court.

Ò It was great to be the 
first to do something, to be 
the first woman on the Su-
preme Court, but I certainly 
didnÕ t want to be the last,Ó  
she said. “If I did a bad job, 
maybe they wouldnÕ t ap-
point another woman.Ó

Asked by Joyce about the 
role of gender in the Su-
preme Court nomination 
process, OÕ Connor said, Ò I 
think gender should abso-
lutely be a factor in selection 
of justices. At least half of 
most law school classes are 
now women. There should 
be similar representation on 
the Supreme Court.Ó

OÕ Connor also insisted 
that regional diversity be 
an important factor. Dur-
ing her time on the court, 
many issues relevant to the 
American West were ad-
dressed, and it made a con-
siderable difference that the 
court had justices who were 
familiar with such issues.

On the first day of oral ar-
guments, the justices would 
each shake hands. 

Ò That human touch made 
a big difference in how we 
conducted our business,Ó  
OÕ Connor said. She then 
turned to the Amphitheater 
audience and asked each 
person to take the hand of 
their neighbors.

Ò Now, isnÕ t that better?Ó  
she said. 

Asked about life after the 
high court, OÕ Connor said 
she wanted to keep her of-
fice and secretary after she 
retired. 

Ò The law says that to do 
this, you have to serve on 
lower federal courts,Ó  she 
explained. Ò So I have sat 
on more cases and written 
more opinions than I would 
have done if I were still on 
the Supreme Court.Ó

OÕ Connor has also dedi-
cated her Ò retirementÓ  to 
educating young people 
about government. 

Ò But did you know that 
one-third of our kids canÕ t 
name the three branches of 
our government? Half the 
states no longer make stu-
dents study government. 
IÕ m doing something about 
it,Ó  she said.

Working with the website 
www.icivics.org, OÕ Connor 
has helped to develop game-
centered programs to teach 
children about the three 
branches of government. 

Ò WeÕ re focusing on the 
middle schoolers, because if 
the light is going to go on, it 
goes on between grades six 
and eight,Ó  she said. 

Reflecting on life as a ca-
reer woman with a family, 
OÕ Connor said she never 
had five minutes to herself. 

Ò There are no shortcuts; 
thereÕ s no easy way,Ó  she 
said. Ò It Õ s worthwhile trying 
to balance a career and fam-
ily. But it isnÕ t easy.Ó

Of her career, she said, 
Ò I always wanted to work 
at something worthwhile, 
in my opinion. If you value 
what you are doing, you can 
value your life.Ó

OÕ Connor fielded anoth-
er question. Ò WeÕ re going 
to finish with this one,Ó  she 
announced.

President Tom Becker, 
who gets raucous approval 
whenever he appears be-
fore the Amphitheater audi-
ence, usually calls the pro-
ceedings to a conclusion. 
Now he looked up quickly, 
smiled, and folded up the 
dozens of questions still on 
his podium.

He made his way respect-
fully over to Justice Sandra 
Day OÕ Connor, and offered 
her his arm for their exit 
from the stage. 

Like the lady said, it was 
time to go. 

O’Connor shares story of her ascent to high court

Photos by Brittany Ankrom

Former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor speaks Wednesday night in the Amphitheater.

“I opened a storefront 
law office in a 
shopping mall with 
a friend I had met 
studying for the bar 
exam. We had a 
liquor store and 
a laundromat for 
neighbors. I can tell 
you, we didn’t handle 
cases usually heard by 
the Supreme Court!” 

— Sandra Day O’Connor
former Supreme Court Justice
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WINTERIZING
CHAUTAUQUA

Gardens and Landscape staff (Shawn Auge, Don Dominick, Ryan Kiblin, Nolan Fardink and Mike Grissom) pose with their equipment.

Buildings and grounds staff (Chuck Rugg, Chris Majewski 
and Kevin Hughes) stand in front of Chautauqua 

Institution's snow plows. I
tÕ s Sunday night at the Sacred 
Song service. The last notes 
of HandelÕ s Ò LargoÓ  have fad-
ed. President Tom Becker has 
brought ChautauquaÕ s 2010 
Season to a close with his three 
taps of the gavel. 

The Amphitheater crowd, reluc-
tantly, moves toward the exits. 

For many, the end of another 
Chautauqua season is a profound-
ly bittersweet occasion, not unlike 
a university commencement or 
the end of a school year. It is the 
end of one chapter, the beginning 
of another. 

And for those who remain on 
the grounds, the end of the season 
means a well-earned period of rela-
tive peace and quiet.

Right? 
Not for Chris Majewski, Mike 

Grissom or Chuck Rugg.
Majewski and Rugg are both 

assistant grounds supervisors in 
Chautauqua’s Operations Offi ce. For 
them, and for many others among 
the InstitutionÕ s 22 year-round em-
ployees who maintain its buildings, 
grounds, gardens and landscape, 
the heavy lifting is just beginning 
with the end of the summer season.

Ò WeÕ ll have storm drains to re-
place, walking paths to redesign, 
parking lots to resurface, plus 
getting started on the off-season 
capital projects, building renova-
tions and other work which has 
accumulated during the season,Ó 
Majewski explained.

Ò The heavy downpours we ex-
perienced this year have dam-
aged roads and pathways,Ó  he said. 
Ò There will always be some tree 
removal. There are numerous en-
vironmentally friendly initiatives 
to support, such as buffer zones to 
keep rainwater runoff from fouling 
the lake.Ó

And all of that is just for starters, 
said Rugg, a 27-year Institution vet-
eran. Beginning in October, there are 
leaves to rake and, soon after, plenty 
of snow to plow. The Institution 
plows every street on the grounds 
throughout the winter months.

Ò We all remember April FoolsÕ  
Day 2006,Ó  Rugg recalled. Ò We got 
30 inches of wet snow, all at once 
it seemed. There were lots of sore 
backs after that one.Ó

Before Chautauqua, Rugg, of Ash-
ville, worked as a mechanic and gas 
jockey at several fi lling stations in 
Chautauqua County and at a James-
town tool company. 

“The fi rst time I entered the gates 
at the Institution was the day I was 
hired here,Ó  he said. Ò But itÕ s been a 
great run.Ó

Rugg said a memorable experi-
ence from his time at Chautauqua 
was serving as an usher for the 
funeral service of President Dan 
Bratton. 

Originally from Cheektowaga 
and now living in Hartfi eld, Majew-
ski worked at Sears in Lakewood 
and for several years as a local and 
long-haul trucker. 

Ò I guess IÕ ve seen most of the 
country from the cab of my truck,Ó 
he said.

Majewski began at Chautauqua 
doing part-time maintenance work 
at the Athenaeum Hotel. Now, dur-
ing the winter months, he operates 
one of the InstitutionÕ s snow plows.

Helping with all of the above is 
Kevin Hughes, of Ellery. HeÕ s been 
at Chautauqua for 10 years. 

Ò ItÕ s not all leaves and snow,Ó  he 
said. Ò We pull out the docks at the 
sailing club. We install storm win-
dows on many Institution buildings. 
We shovel all the fl at and low-slop-
ing roofs. All the non-heated build-
ings are winterized, with anti-freeze 

in the pipes.
Ò It Õ s kind of like what a Chau-

tauqua homeowner does, multi-
plied several hundred times over,Ó 
he added.

Originally from the Bronx, 
Hughes worked for 13 years in New 
York and Los Angeles as an iron-
worker. At Chautauqua, heÕ s also a 
budding thespian; he appeared in 
this summerÕ s Chautauqua opera 
productions of Norma, as a gladiator, 
and Rustic Chivalry, as the bishop.

While the buildings and grounds 
are being tended, the gardens and 
landscape staff swings into over-
drive as well. 

Ò Right after Labor Day, we hit it,Ó 
said supervisor Ryan Kiblin. Ò WeÕ re 
out there pulling planters, removing 
annuals, fi lling up each of the four 
circular fl ower beds in Bestor Plaza 
with 1,100 tulip bulbs.Ó

Then it’s onto pulling the fl ower 
boxes and power washing them, 
planting 50 or so new trees, trim-
ming the shrubs and throwing dirt 
over the roses.

Ò ItÕ s a busy time,Ó  she said. 
Strongly seconding that notion 

are Mike Grissom, Shawn Auge and 
Jim McCann of the gardens staff. All 
multi-year veterans at Chautauqua, 
theyÕ re preparing for one of the busi-
est times of their year. 

From Mayville and in her sec-
ond year at Chautauqua, Auge re-
members sledding as a child on the 
hill above Sharpe Field. Prior to her 
work on the gardens staff, Auge 
drove a dump truck, cleaned up job 
sites for a contractor and managed a 
gas station. She also helped with the 
carpentry on the fi rst four homes in 
the new Garden District. 

Outdoor work suits Jim McCann, 
of Sheridan, who has been with the 
Gardens and Landscaping depart-
ment for the three years since retir-

ing from the Ford plant in Buffalo 
after 35 years. 

Ò I always used to visit Chau-
tauqua with my wife,Ó  he recalled. 
Ò Now I get to work there, and work 
outside, after all those years inside 
the factory with Ford.Ó

Landscape work also agrees with 
Mike Grissom, now in his second 
Chautauqua season. 

Ò IÕ ve been working the soil all 
my life,Ó  he said. Ò I started out 
plowing potatoes on my dadÕ s 
North Carolina farm, and cut my 
teeth landscaping Ô old school,Õ Ó  he 
recalled with a smile.

During his off-season, from 
roughly December through March, 
Grissom helps care for his 89-year-
old mother and volunteers exten-
sively at Helping Hands in James-
town, which distributes donated 

furniture, clothing and food to the 
neediest members of the communi-
ty. He received a plaque from James-
town Mayor Sam Teresi last year for 
his service. 

The biggest common headache 
for grounds and gardens alike? ItÕ s 
the leaves. Landscape assistant su-
pervisor Don Dominick, of Lake-
wood, said it takes at least three 
sweeps by gardens staff, often using 
Ghostbuster-style backpack blowers.

Ò We sometimes get done with 
a large open area and, if itÕ s at all 
windy, we look back and itÕ s as 
though we were never there,Ó  he 
said. The leaves get blown into the 
streets where grounds staff vacuum 
them up with special equipment. 
Then it all starts all over again.

Mike Grissom has landscaped all of his life and has learned how to do so the “Chautauqua 
Way,” as he calls it. Here, Grissom, who is in his second year with the Gardens and 
Landscaping crew, works on a garden outside of the Youth Activities Center.

Story by John Ford
Photos by Brittany Ankrom
 Tim Harris

At the end of 
the season, 
garden and 

grounds 
crews’ jobs 

are just 
beginning
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c o m m u n i t y

by Jack Rodenfels
Staff writer

it’s 10:45 a.m. on a typi-
cal weekday morning at 
chautauqua institution. the 
streets are bustling with ac-
tivity as chautauquans are 
darting to and fro with their 
ever-fashionable emblazoned 
“chautauqua institution” 
seat cushions in tow, racing 
to the Amphitheater to hear 
the morning lecture. 

it’s 2 p.m. in the afternoon. 
While the sun is high over-
head, chautauquans pull 
out their sunglasses and are 
sprawled across the grass 
with their lawn chairs out-
side of the Hall of Philoso-
phy, listening intently to the 
interfaith Lecture Series.

Although coming from 
different backgrounds and 
locales — such as Pakistan, 
Britain, india and Brazil — 
lecturers seem to appear 
magically.

Lecture speakers, stu-
dents, chaplains and other 
guests come and go through-
out the season.

contrary to popular be-
lief, institution guests don’t 
appear out of thin air. Behind 
the scenes, a network of 14 
drivers chauffeur guests to 
and from airports, train sta-
tions and bus stops scattered 
throughout the vicinity.

these drivers are also 
known as “ambassadors” — 
rightfully so, considering the 
role they play as part of the 
“chautauqua experience.”

“they are the ones that 
make the first impression 
of what chautauqua is 
like,” explained head driv-
er Bill Brockman, noting 
that the drivers are the first 
people guests of the insti-
tution physically meet from 
chautauqua.

A driver is like that per-
son you sit next to while on a 
plane, Brockman explained. 
Sitting next to somebody in 
close quarters, it’s easy to be-
come instant friends, sharing 
stories and experiences with 
each other. 

“We do whatever we can 
to make the guests comfort-
able,” Brockman explained. 
“We answer a lot of ques-
tions about the institution, 
act as a tour guide for those 
who have never experienced 
chautauqua. … We even 
have to handle all kinds of 
unexpected emergencies.”

As ambassadors to Chautauqua’s guests, driven to please

Photo by Tim Harris

From left to right, the Chautauqua drivers: row one, Marty Hendrickson, Jeff Carlson, Gordon Wahlgren, Sam Prinzi, and Vice President and Director of Programming Marty 
Merkley. Second row, Ernie Howard, Bob Hendrickson, Bill Brockman, Sid Lyons and Ron Kellner. Third row, travel coordinator Mitch Bernay, Jerry Ireland, John Jackson, Scott 
Brasted and David Shideler.

Brockman and his crew 
log more than 125,000 miles 
in a typical season via a 
seven-car fleet. Drivers are 
on the road on a typical day 
from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., ac-
cording to Brockman. With 
so many passengers com-
ing and going, unexpected 
troubles are bound to occur, 
with flight delays and can-
cellations being the typical 
culprit.

Longtime driver Sid Lyons 
recalled a particular experi-
ence in 2008 concerning jour-
nalist Jane Pauley and her 
husband, cartoonist Garry 
trudeau. 

Running late, Pauley and 
trudeau were hurried to Buf-
falo niagara international 
Airport to catch a flight. Pre-
paring to enter security at the 
airport, Pauley was startled, 
realizing that she forgot her 
purse with her passport and 
all of her legal documents 

at the institution, denying 
her access to her flight. Ly-
ons received a frantic call 
from head driver Brockman 
describing Pauley’s predica-
ment. Lyons jumped in one 
of the cars in an instant, 
sans his official driving out-
fit, with a half-eaten burger 
in his hand, and pushed the 
speed limit for the duration 
of the 90-minute drive to the 
airport, hoping that Pauley’s 
flight had not yet left.

“(trudeau) ran out to 
the unloading area, i rolled 
down the window and liter-
ally threw her purse with 
her passport and documents 
to him,” Lyons detailed. “He 
caught it, ran inside, sped 
through security and caught 
the plane with literally one 
minute before the doors 
closed.”

Each of the 14 drivers has 
numerous stories just like Ly-
ons’ about encounters with 
guests while chauffeuring 
them to and from the insti-
tution. While troubles and 
emergencies don’t happen 
often, the drivers always do 
their best to make ends meet 
and get the guests where 

they need to be, travel coor-
dinator mitch Bernay said.

“When problems do oc-
cur, these drivers pick up any 
loose threads, any glitch, and 
they fix it,” Bernay explained. 
“they detect it, correct it, and 
they get the people here. it’s a 
really amazing thing.”

Guests arriving at the in-
stitution frequent Buffalo 
most often, with about 95 
percent of guests arriving 
via Buffalo niagara inter-
national Airport, Brockman 
said. Other guests who fly to 
the institution come via Erie 
international Airport, cleve-
land Hopkins international 
Airport, Pittsburgh interna-
tional Airport, and toronto 
Pearson international Air-
port, causing the institution’s 
drivers to log long hours and 
many miles.

the act of constantly driv-
ing guests to and from the 
institution can take its toll as 
the miles pile up, but driv-
ers see it as an opportunity 
— rather than a burden — as 
drivers get the chance to meet 
and converse with a wide ar-
ray of personalities and expe-
riences, Bernay said.

Bike Safety Tips
Bikers shall always give the 
right of way to pedestrians.

“one of the greatest things 
about being a driver, or hav-
ing my position, is that it is a 
job where you always get to 
say ‘yes.’ ‘no’ is not an op-
tion,” Bernay explained, de-
scribing the selfless attitude 
of putting the guests first. 
“How many times do you 
have an opportunity to al-
ways say ‘yes’ in your job?”

As this season comes to a 
close, the institution’s driv-

ers have been transporting 
guests to and from the in-
stitution, and have logged 
more than 100,000 miles. 
While chautauquans enjoy 
a multitude of acclaimed 
guests — both speaking and 
performing — from around 
the world, the institution’s 
drivers will continue to work 
behind the scenes to continu-
ally provide the source of the 
institution’s talent.

Photo by Greg Funka

Music lovers queue up in the early morning for tickets 
to a Logan Chamber Music concert earlier this season.

WaLK THE LInE
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By Dave Green
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R E L I G I O N

Food Daily: 
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Ice Cream 
Daily: 

Sun – Thurs.: 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Fri – Sat.: 
11 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.

T H E  G A Z E B O
Brewing Starbucks coffee including 
espresso, cappucino and your favorite 
Starbucks blends. Assorted pastries, 
muffi ns and treats are available to 
accompany your beverage of choice. 
Daily 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Light breakfast items including breakfast 
sandwiches are available at the Gazebo. 
Daily 7 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Grilled Italian 
Sausage 

Sandwich

Chicken 
Quesadilla

New 
for this 

year

EVERYTHING AVAILABLE TO GO!

ENJOY OUR DECKS AT THE REFECTORY 
THEY’RE A GREAT PLACE TO GATHER

The spot to be on Bestor Plaza 
for your favorites

Pizza
Soups
The Grill
Fresh Salad
Deli Sandwiches
Ice Cream

A  W O R L D  O F  F O O D

Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults

The Abrahamic Program 
for Young Adults (APYA) 
coordinators would like to 
thank the Chautauqua com-
munity for its warm hospi-
tality this season. We leave 
with many warm memories 
and wonderful friendships. 
We pray and hope that the 
same graciousness will be 
extended to coordinators in 
future years. May you be 
blessed in the offseason and 
seasons to come.

Baptist House 
The Rev. Ralph L. Bram-

ble preaches at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday in Baptist House, 35 
Clark Ave. Wayne Furman, 
longtime Chautauquan and 
vocal soloist, presents music 
for the service.

Bramble, a resident of 
Stow, N.Y., holds degrees 
in religious education and 
theology from United Wes-
leyan College and Hough-
ton College and a graduate 
degree in educational psy-
chology from the College of 
St. Rose. Bramble has served 
Wesleyan congregations in 
Pennsylvania, Michigan and 
Maryland. 

Catholic Community 
Daily mass at is at 8:45 

a.m. Saturday in the Epis-
copal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd 

Masses this weekend are 
at 5 p.m. Saturday in the 
Hall of Philosophy and 9:15 
a.m. Sunday at in the Hall of 
Christ. The Rev. Dennis Mul-
len, pastor of St. Dominic 
Church in Frederick, Wis., 
presides at both masses.

On Labor Day weekend, a 
mass will be held at 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 5 in the Hall 
of Christ. Monsignor Wil-
liam Wangler, sacramental 
minister and consultant for 
religious education teacher 
training for the Diocese of 
Buffalo, presides. 

Christian Science House
“Christ Jesus,” a lesson 

composed of readings from 
the Bible and Science and 
Health with Key to the Scrip-
tures by Mary Baker Eddy,  
is the subject of the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service in the Chris-
tian Science Chapel at 10 
Center Ave.

Everyone is welcome to 
use the study room, which 
is open 24 hours every day, 
to study, borrow, or pur-
chase the Bible and Chris-
tian Science books and 
literature.

The Christian Science Mon-
itor is also available in Smith 
Memorial Library and for 
purchase at the Chautauqua 
Bookstore.

Disciples of Christ
The Disciples do not have 

a worship service this Sun-
day. We have had a wonder-
ful season of both renewal 
and sobering refl ection.

This Chautauqua season 
of learning and sharing can 
be described by saying our 
world has never faced such 
challenges to its very exis-
tence: climate change, an 
education system in crisis, a 
second-dip recession driven 
by the commercial real-
estate market, a rising tide 
of hate speech and action 
against Muslims, Hispanics 
and our African-American 
president.

The good news is that 
we already have answers 
in the scientific commu-
nity, and we are develop-
ing new and innovative 
technologies to solve these 
problems. We even know 
the policies and programs 
that will successfully ad-
dress these challenges.

The bad news is that 
we don’t have the political 
will; the moral leadership 
or statesmanship; or the in-
formed, mobilized public 
required to make change 
happen. 

We pray, and we plan to 
work, so that when we re-
turn next season, we will 
have light in the outside 
world like the light that 
shines on these grounds. 
May we go in peace to be 
peacemakers and agents of 
change at home.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd 

The Rev. Shawn Clerkin, 
from Erie, Pa., presides at the 
7:45 and 9 a.m. Sunday ser-
vices of Holy Communion 
at the Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd. A sung service of 
Compline is held following 
Sunday’s Sacred Song Ser-
vice in the chapel. 

COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

Interfaith News
Clerkin is celebrating 

his fi rst year as vicar of St. 
Mary’s, Lawrence Park, Pa., 
and his 21st year on the fac-
ulty of the Department of 
Theatre, Communication, 
and Fine Arts at Gannon 
University. He has served 
as assisting clergy at the 
Church of the Holy Spirit 
and at the Cathedral of St. 
Paul in Erie. He has served 
on the staff of the Diocese of 
Northwestern Pennsylvania 
Summer Camp and on the 
Diocesan Council. 

The Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd is located at the 
corner of Clark and Park 
avenues. It is wheelchair-
accessible via an elevator 
on the Park Avenue side of 
the church. More informa-
tion about the chapel can 
be found at www.chautau-
quaepiscopalchapel.org.

The vicar, the Rev. Susan 
Anslow Williams, is grateful 
to the many Chautauquans 
who have helped make this 
a wonderful season — par-
ticularly those who served 
on the Altar Guild, provided 
music (thank you, Joe Muss-
er) and fl owers, assisted 
with the readings, or gave 
fi nancially so that our min-
istries can continue into the 
future. See you next year!

Everett Jewish Life Center
Leonard Cole, an expert 

on bioterrorism and terror 
medicine, leads an informal 
discussion of “The Anthrax 
Letters: Unanswered Ques-
tions” from 2 to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday at the Everett Jewish 
Life Center at Chautauqua.

Food Bank Donations 
Hurlbut Memorial Com-

munity United Methodist 
Church accepts nonperish-
able food items for the Ash-
ville Food Pantry. Drop off 
food donations at any time 
at the Scott Avenue entrance 
of the church. 

Hebrew Congregation
The Hebrew Congrega-

tion would like to thank all 
those who participated and 
supported our activities and 
services throughout the sea-

son. “L’Shana Tova” to all 
our Jewish friends and a 
happy and healthy year to 
everyone. We look forward 
to another rewarding and 
busy season in 2011.

Hurlbut Memorial 
Community Methodist 
Church 

A service of meditation, 
scriptures, songs, prayers, 
and communion is 8:30 to 
9:15 a.m. Sunday in the sanc-
tuary. Everyone is welcome 
to attend.

Everyone is invited to 
“Welcome Hurlbut Back” at 
our 10:45 a.m. worship ser-
vice on Sept. 6. Christian 
education for all ages begins 
on Sept. 12.

Lutheran House 
There is no liturgy this 

Sunday at the Lutheran 
House. We encourage all to 
attend the Sacred Song ser-
vice at 8 p.m. Sunday eve-
ning in the Amphitheater.

On behalf of the board 
of directors and the host-
ess, we wish all Chautau-
quans a healthy fall, win-
ter and spring. We look 
forward to seeing all of 
our friends in 2011.

Presbyterian House 
The Rev Bruce Archibald 

and the Rev. Cynthia Strick-
land lead the fi nal worship 
service of the 2010 Season 
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday in the 
Chapel of the Presbyterian 
House. Beth Archibald pro-
vides the music. All Chau-
tauquans are invited to at-
tend as we close the season. 
Worshippers are encour-
aged to enter the building 
through the ground-fl oor 
chapel entrance.

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) 

The Religious Society of 
Friends, Quakers, meets for 
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day in the Octagon Building 
on the corner of Cookman 
and Wythe avenues. Sing-
ing starts at 9:15 a.m. All are 
welcome.

Unitarian Universalist 
“Saving Paradise” is the 

topic of the Rev. Daniel Budd, 
senior minister at the Unitari-
an Church in Shaker Heights, 
Ohio, when he speaks at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday at the Hall of 
Philosophy. Selden Campen 
and Paul Weber perform a 
clarinet and trumpet duet. 
Ann Weber is the pianist. 
Coffee and conversation fol-
low the service.

United Church of Christ
The Rev. LaVerne M. Gill, 

chaplain/administrator for 
the Chautauqua United 
Church of Christ Society, 
preaches on “Finding Grace 
at Chautauqua” at 8:45 a.m. 
Sunday in the Randell Cha-
pel in the UCC headquarters 
building across from the 
Amphitheater. Blessings to 
all from the staff and board 
of directors of the Chau-
tauqua UCC Society, as we 
look at how much “grace 
abounds” at Chautauqua. 
As the season ends, we leave 
here knowing in no uncer-
tain terms that “God is still 
speaking.” Choir rehearsal 
begins at 8:20 a.m. 

United Methodist 
All are welcome at our 9:30 

a.m. worship service Sunday 
in our chapel, 14 Pratt Ave. 
The Rev. Richard E. Barton 
leads the service with a ser-
mon titled “Are We There 
Yet: Where Are We Going?”

Barton is the dean of the 
cabinet in the Upper New 
York Conference and Dis-
trict Superintendent of the 
Finger Lakes District. He 
was ordained an elder in 
1974 and is a graduate of 
Syracuse University, Boston 
University School of Theol-
ogy and the Harvard Divin-
ity School. We welcome him 
and his wife, Gloria.

Join us for our Three 
Taps Party after the Sacred 
Song service Sunday on our 
porch. It is a perfect time to 
greet friends we might not 
see until next summer and 
remember the pleasures of 
this season. 

Unity of Chautauqua 
Unity of Chautauqua wel-

comes the Rev. Ron Neff of 
Ashville, N.Y., to lead the 
9:30 a.m. Sunday service in 
the Hall of Missions. His 
message is titled “A Leap TO 
Faith.” Join us noon Sunday 
after the Amphitheater ser-
vice of worship at the Hall 
of Missions for lunch and 
fellowship. 

Neff is an ordained 
Unity minister and makes 
his residence in Stuart, 
Fla., and Ashville, N.Y. He 
served Unity Christ Church 
in St. Petersburg before re-
tiring in 2004. During the 
summer season he is the 
Unity minister responsible 
for coordinating services at 
Chautauqua. 

Photo by Greg Funka

The park near the Bell Tower proves to be a good place for a 
Sunday afternoon stroll.

A WALK IN THE PARK

Bike Safety Tips
Bike riders under 14 years of age must wear a NYS-required helmet.
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C O M M U N I T Y

G A L L E R Ycafe
at 
Fowler-Kellogg 
Art 
Center

OPEN :
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Daily

S ERV ING : 

•Private Roast Coffee

•Premium and Herbal Teas

•Pastries

•Fresh Composed Salads

•Artisan Sandwiches

•Desserts & Cold Beverages

by Kathleen Chaykowski
Staff writer

Former Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra violist 
Dorothea Kelley has left a 
legacy at Chautauqua that 
will surely live on for years 
to come.

Kelley, who passed away 
last September at the age of 
103, was a violist in the CSO 
for more than 40 years, retir-
ing from the CSO at the age of 
88. She first worked at Chau-
tauqua as a music-reporting 
intern at The Chautauquan 
Daily in the 1920s while she 
was studying violin with 
the CSO concertmaster, ac-
cording to Jason Kelley, one 
of her sons, who is currently 
a professor of medicine at 
the University of Louisville 
School of Medicine.  

Dorothea is also sur-
vived by her two other 
sons, Parrish Kelley and 
Jeremiah Kelley, eight 
grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren.

Ò Dorothea was the grande 
dame of the CSO, both before 
and after she retired,Ó  said 
Jason Weintraub, personnel 
and business manager of 
the CSO. Ò The audience was 
very familiar with her statu-
esque presence and silver 
hair, which she wore up in 
a very distinctive bun, tied 
with a white lace ribbon.Ó

Even after retirement, 
Dorothea continued to at-
tend almost every CSO con-
cert up until the last year of 
her life, even when she had 
to attend in a wheelchair. 

Ò The body failed, but she 
had no traces of Alzheim-
erÕ s at all, and she was very 
proud of the fact that she 
reached one hundred Ñ  just 
a remarkable woman,Ó  said. 
Marilyn Dumm, wife of CSO 
violist Thomas Dumm, who 
played in the CSO with Dor-
othea for several decades.

After Dorothea retired, 
Thomas recalled, she would al-
ways sit near the cello section at 
CSO concerts so that she could 
keep an eye on the violists.

Dorothea grew up near 
Boston in a Christian Science 
family. As a result, she never 
received immunizations, so 
she was precluded from at-
tending public schools.

Ò She never had a formal 
education,Ó  her son Jason 
said, adding that studying at 
The Juilliard School was the 
only formal education Doro-
thea had ever received. Ò She 
knew the first two weeks of 
first grade extremely well 

because every year sheÕ d go 
and would have to leave af-
ter a few weeks,Ó  he said.

In her youth, Dorothea 
married the son of President 
Arthur Bestor and lived on 
the grounds for seven sum-
mers. Although the mar-
riage ended in divorce, Jason 
said, she learned an extraor-
dinary amount about Chau-
tauqua and came to fall in 
love with the place. 

Dorothea went on to 
study at Juilliard, where she 
switched to the viola, and by 
the Õ 30s, she had become a 
professional musician. After 
she graduated, it was essen-
tially impossible for a wom-
an to get a job in a major 
orchestra, including those 
in New York City, where 
she worked at the time, so 
she moved to Buffalo, N.Y., 
where she played as an or-
chestral violist. 

She later married Bartram 
Kelley, chief helicopter en-
gineer for Bell Aircraft. The 
two bought a bungalow in 
Westfield off of the grounds, 
a home which Dorothea had 
first spotted and hoped to 
own when she was reporting 
at the Daily. 

She and Bartram sold 
some of their locust trees 
to local vineyards in order 
to buy the bungalow, which 
lacked electricity, barely had 
plumbing, and, for years, 
didnÕ t have a phone line. 

In the summer, she would 
take the train to get to West-
field, which Jason described 
as a Ò quite dangerousÓ  adven-
ture, as slopes going down 
toward Lake Erie were rather 
precipitous, and she spent ev-
ery one of her last summers in 
her Westfield home.

While she was playing in 
the viola section of the Chau-
tauqua symphony, Dorothea 
became principal violist in 
the Dallas Symphony Or-
chestra, where she moved 
with her family in 1952. She 
continued to play at Chau-
tauqua in the summer and 
in Dallas during the rest of 
the year. Dorothea made 
her claim to fame playing a 
substantial solo part in a re-
cording made of the Dallas 
orchestra in which Jascha 
Heifetz was being featured 
as a guest soloist. 

In Dallas, Dorothea and 
her husband built what Ja-
son described as Ò a concert 
hall with bedrooms attached 
to it,Ó  otherwise, a large, In-
ternational-style house built 
in the 1950s. 

Ò It has become a musical 

Late CSO violist Dorothea Kelley leaves a rich musical legacy 

landmark there because it 
had a living room that could 
seat 150 people,Ó  Jason said. 

Jason recalled that solo-
ists playing in the area and 
famous chamber music 
groups would stay in his 
parentsÕ  home and practice 
there before concerts. Some-
times artists could come 
by even when his parents 
werenÕ t home, and Jason and 
his brothers would cook for 
the guests, get them settled 
for the night, and go to sleep 
hearing classical music be-
ing practiced downstairs.

Because of BartramÕ s pro-
fession, he kept a helicopter 
at the familyÕ s Dallas home. 
Instead of taking the coach 
to concerts, he would take a 
roadmap and fly Dorothea 
to concerts 100 or 200 miles 
away from their home, Jason 

said.
Dorothea would navi-

gate, and they would follow 
the highways to keep from 
getting lost. Although they 
would occasionally turn up 
at the wrong place, Jason 
said, the system worked 
pretty well. The early heli-
copters didnÕ t have doors, so 
DorotheaÕ s only complaint 
was that her hair would be 
a little too tousled for her 
liking when she and her 
husband arrived at their 
destination. Bartram passed 
away in 1998.

Dorothea was a strong 
supporter of classical mu-
sic wherever she was, Jason 
said. In Dallas, she was the 
managing director of Dal-
las Chamber Music for 50 
years, until shortly before 
her death, and had managed 

Dorothea Kelley

“Dorothea was the grande dame of the CSO, 
both before and after she retired. The audience 
was very familiar with her statuesque presence 
and silver hair, which she wore up in a very dis-
tinctive bun, tied with a white lace ribbon.”

— Jason Weintraub
personnel and business manager, CSO

a chamber music series for 
10 years when she lived in 
Buffalo. She annotated sym-
phony notes for the Dallas 
orchestra for 25 years.

Ò I know she really en-
joyed coming here (to Chau-
tauqua) in the summer,Ó  Ja-
son said. Ò SheÕ d let her hair 
down and take life a lot easi-
er when she was here.Ó

During summers at Chau-
tauqua, Dorothea would in-
vite CSO players to her West-
field home to play chamber 

concerts. She was sometimes 
even Ò bold enough to invite 
the whole orchestra for a 
picnic, which was a tremen-
dous effort on my parentsÕ  
part,Ó  Jason said.

Ò Dorothea had a general 
presence of dignity, a seri-
ous woman who loved her 
craft and wanted to perform 
as much as she could,Ó  Mari-
lyn Dumm said. Ò She was a 
tremendous role model and 
ambassador to the Chautau-
qua Symphony.Ó

Charitable Support
Did you know your gate ticket covers less than 60% of the 
programs you are enjoying today?

As a not-for-profit organization, Chautauqua is dependent upon 
philanthropy to offset its revenues and cover costs associated 
with its morning lecture platform, evening entertainment, fine and 
performing arts schools, children’s programming, etc. 

All the artistic and intellectual stimulation that you enjoy on a 
daily basis is an expression of the generosity of hundreds of 
Chautauquans who have made a gift above and beyond their gate 
ticket. Please consider making a gift to Chautauqua’s annual fund.

You may learn more by calling (716) 357-6407 or perusing 
www.ciweb.org/giving. Better yet, drop by for a visit with us in 
the Colonnade on Bestor Plaza.
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P L A Z A  M A R K E T
In the Colonnade located on Bestor Plaza

Open 7 Days a Week
Sun. — Thurs.: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

357-3597

♦ Grocery Items
♦ Local Products

◊  Brick Village Salad 
Dressings

◊  Stedman Corners 
Fresh Roasted  
Coffee

◊  Honey Products
◊  Pure New York 

Maple Syrup

♦ Other Services
◊ Anderson Cleaners

for dry-cleaning
◊  Lakewood Apothecary

for any pharmacy needs

MONDAY AUGUST 30 - SEPT 5 • OPEN 9-2 DAILY.

by Lori Humphreys
Staff writer

Barbara Vackar, retiring 
president of the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club, leaned back 
in one of the white wicker 
chairs that adorn the Club-
house front porch. she tossed 
off her shoes, a subliminal 
shedding of her responsi-
bility leading the 121-year-
old, 715-member Chautau-
qua Women’s Club. It was a 
muggy afternoon during the 
eighth week of the season, 
and she was enjoying the 
lake view and faint breeze. 
What better time to relax? 
What better place to review 
her six-year tenure as presi-
dent?

Though it is tempting to 
compare her achievements to 
that of Anna Penneybacker, 
that other club president who 
hailed from Austin, Texas, 
Barbara is a woman of the 
21st century. she brought 
her style and strengths as a 
businesswoman and leader 
in service organizations like 
the Austin Women’s net-
work and the national Advi-
sory Board for the national 
Women’s History Museum 
to an organization, which is 
confronting its own identity 
as women’s roles change. 

she sees possibilities. Case 
in point is her support and 
encouragement of the suc-
cessful Chautauqua Profes-
sional Women’s network se-
ries that began last year. Club 
member Avivah Wittenberg-
Cox came up with the idea, 
and Barbara said, “Go to it.”

“Barbara has the ability to 
hone in on a member’s talent 
and convince them that the 
club needs them,” said Paula 
Mason, first chairman of the 
club’s board of directors. 

Barbara spotted Janet 
Myers northup’s potential 

to be the perfect author of 
the club’s history Founding 
Women: Inspiration and Im-
pact on Chautauqua and the 
Nation, published last year. 
Janet was an English teacher, 
not a historian, though she 
was an English teacher who 
appreciated history. Barbara 
convinced her, and the book, 
now in its second publica-
tion, became a reality.

There are many other 
achievements: the Anita and 
Mary Jane shank Gardens, 
the brick Walk of Friends, a 
professional sound system 
in the Clubhouse, the estab-
lishment of the Max Brown/
Esther Giffin lectureship and 
membership expansion. If 
these were the sum of Bar-
bara’s accomplishments, her 
tenure would be remarkable 
by any standard. 

But Barbara is from Aus-
tin, Texas, and say what you 
want about Texans, they do 
not have a reputation for 
thinking small or avoiding 
difficulty. 

“Barbara had a vision. she 
knew it was time to bring the 
club into the 21st century,” 
Paula said.

When the history of Bar-
bara’s tenure is written, it 

Vackar reflects on six years as CWC president

Vackar

will be the implementation 
of her vision to renovate the 
Clubhouse and the less visi-
ble but perhaps more influen-
tial renovation of the club by-
laws that will be recognized 
as the pivotal and important 
achievements of her six years 
as president. The $450,000 
renovation project will begin 
as the season closes. Con-
tributions to that effort are 
welcome and fundraising is 
continuing. The new bylaws, 
passed by the membership 
this summer, restructured 
the board and created the 
new position of board chair-
man, which will be filled and 
defined by Paula Mason. 

It is imperative to under-
stand that not all club mem-
bers embraced the renovation 
project and bylaw rewrite 
with unalloyed enthusiasm. 
As Paula describes it, “Barba-
ra pushed to make it happen, 
persuaded and prevailed. 
she never took her eyes off 
the ball, never lost her cool, 
and always acted with grace 
and charm.”

Barbara speaks fondly of 
the friends she has made and 
cherishes. she spoke with ap-
preciation for all the women 
who had supported her, es-
pecially Tibb Middleton, 
manager of the Clubhouse.

“I leaned on her the most 
to implement my thoughts,” 
she said.

But that August afternoon 
on the porch, looking out at 
the eternal scene of the sun 
sparkling on Chautauqua 
Lake, Barbara was already 
seeing her time, her achieve-
ments, as part of the long ex-
perience of the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.

“What I feel we have ac-
complished could not have 
been done without those who 
came before us and laid the 
groundwork and foundation 
for us to build on and move to 
the next level. This could not 
be happening without them. 
Change will happen whether 
we want it or not. We must 
adapt to today’s conditions 

and move into the 21st cen-
tury. Their work gives us the 
tools to do that,” she said. 

Barbara was also looking 
forward — forward to pass-
ing on the baton to another 
Austin resident, Marilyn 
Mock. They did not know 
one another previously, but 
their paths are now joined as 
Marilyn oversees the reno-
vations and defines the role 
of the Club president work-
ing in conjunction with the 
board chairman. 

“I feel that I brought the 
club to a tipping point. now 
the third Austin woman to 
serve as president will move 
the Club forward,” she said.

Marilyn’s resume includes 
both business and education 
credentials. she owns MRM 
Consulting in Austin. From 
1982 to 2003 she held vari-
ous positions at southwest-
ern University including 
consultant to the president 
and vice president of uni-
versity relations. she has a 
Bachelor of Arts in English/
speech from the University 
of north Texas and a Master 
of Arts in management from 
Goddard College, Vt., and 
she attended the Institute for 
Educational Management at 
Harvard University. 

What will Barbara do next? 
With her resume and admin-
istrative capability, it is sure 
to be something special. she 
served as special assistant 
to the White House during 
President Jimmy Carter’s ad-
ministration and director of 
special events for the Office 
of the President of the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin. 
she owned Adams Vackar 
Caterers and was part own-
er of Vackar Development, 
which planned and designed 
growth properties in Austin. 

On a personal note, this 
Chautauquan Daily staff writ-
er says thank you, Barbara, 
for your prompt response to 
questions, your suggestions 
for stories, and your respect 
and appreciation for the job 
the Daily performs. Farewell!

tide  
tOgether
Submitted photo

the 2010 staff 
of the John r. 
turney Sailing 
Center.
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L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

People on the grounds, especially those who have been 
here for the full nine-week season, take stock of themselves 
during Week Nine. They are full of good-byes although 
good-byes actually begin before then. Interns at The Chau-
tauquan Daily, beckoned by school responsibilities, began 
their good-byes in Week Seven. By the end of Week Eight, 
the orchestra said good-bye, the theater, dance and School 
of Music performers Ñ m ostly long gone. Good-bye is no 
surprise. But still É

Matt Ewalt, Chautauquan Daily editor, prepared his report-
ers, photographers and page designers early in the season for 
a roller coaster ride, one with a seemingly long incline, Week 
One, Week Two, Week Three; however, before they know it, 
it is Week Five, and from there it is a rapid down hill ride 
Ñ m ore of the season is behind than ahead. Ò Remember,Ó 
Ewalt would say in a Monday morning, mid-season meet-
ing, Ò though you have been here six weeks and know your 
way around, many people have arrived here just this week, 
and for them everything is new. Keep yourselves and your 
perspectives fresh.Ó

And now it is nearly over. While still August, the patio 
door is closed against the cooler nights. People huddle on 
the brick walk and in Bestor Plaza to share stories about how 
it seems like just yesterday Roger Rosenblatt shared with 
them his friends. Timothy Muffi tt was brilliant and worked 
so well with young people. The dance. The opera. The lawn 
bowling. Ò Macbeth.Ó S unday morning. The lake. It is tempt-
ing to say good-bye to perfect strangers, simply for having 
sung hymns together with Jared Jacobsen. July 21st seems 
like a long time ago, but what happened to the summer?

It is diffi cult not to become sentimental. But still ….
The Friday, August 25, 1893, Chautauqua Assembly Herald 

reported that the last number of volume eighteen had been 
issued that morning. It was not at all sentimental. The paper 
advertised that Ò Full sets of the Herald for the season of 1893 
will be on sale at the Business Offi ce on the grounds until 
Tuesday noon, August 29. Back numbers and full sets can be 
secured after that date by addressing Dr. T.L. Flood, Mead-
ville, Pa.Ó

There would be four full days left to enjoy. Ò They will be 
days of enjoyment for all who linger till the closing night,Ó 
the paper reported. Dr. Edward Eggleston would give a 
concluding lecture of the series he had been giving on early 
American history. The paper reported that Eggleston was 
Ò a charming raconteur, and in looking into those bygone 
years with him we have the satisfaction of exploring original 
sources of information.Ó 

But the paper, even in promoting events of the next four 
days, had little of the life, humor and energy of so many 
other issues of 1893 or any other day since its initial publi-
cation in 1876. Saturday would be Grand Army Day. Rev. 
A.J. Palmer would give Ò one of the most brilliant addresses 
ever heard on that occasionÓ t itled Ò Company D, the die-no-
mores.Ó T he paper reported that Ò it will surely be one of the 
most successful of these glorious and inspiring reunions of 
the brave boys who wore the blue.Ó W hile there is spirit in 
that encomium, the roller coaster had lost its momentum. 
The newspaper editors had run out of gas. The reporters 
were low on ink. Ask Natalie DeBruin and Allison Borgelt at 
the Chautauquan Daily copy desk.

Sunday would bring the Ò usual Sunday School and As-
sembly services.Ó T he Rev. Palmer would preach at the usual 
hour in the morning. Ò The usual C.L.S.C. Vesper and Song 
services will be held, and a Night Vigil of the class of 1894.Ó 
The stars would shine that night É a s usual.

On Monday Ò Mr. Flagler will give the last musical lecture 
of the season.Ó T here would be a closing roundtable and an 
illustrated lecture by Dr. J.L. Hurlbut. The closing exercises 
were scheduled for 9 oÕ clock.

The Ò Drift of the DayÓ s ection, often seasoned with astute 
observation, clever rejoinder and jovial repartee began with 
Ò Hope to see you next year. This is the last issue of the HER-
ALD. Good-bye.Ó

And there were some perfunctory announcements: Ò The 
baggage men are kept exceedingly busy just at present.Ó 
There is a thank you: Ò The thanks of Chautauqua are due to 
the industrious newspaper correspondents, most of whom 
have reported fairly and faithfully.Ó (HÕ mm who were those 
unfair few?)

There is a reminder: Ò The ASSEMBLY HERALD makes a good 
souvenir of Chautauqua to take home with you. It is more 
sensible, too, than to carry away a piece of mortar from Mt. 
Hermon or a chip obtained by desecrating the old stump 
in Miller Park.Ó ( HÕ mmm, what mischievous Chautauquan 
would do that?!)

Five hundred new Chautauqua reading circles had been 
organized that year. Over a thousand Methodists had regis-
tered at the Methodist headquarters that season. The paper 
reported that Ò Mrs. Emily Huntington Miller is authority for 
the statement that men are not as thoroughly organized here 
as the women and girls are.Ó

The editor on the ground, the editor who traveled the 
avenues to meet and greet, to walk and talk, advised Chau-
tauquans to join the CLSC, to stay and welcome the Grand 
Army of the Republic, Ò and when you get home donÕ t let the 
shadows chase the Chautauqua sunshine from your hearts.Ó 
A good closing now as it was then.

But still É .

by Sara Toth
Staff writer

After the success of 
Robert PinskyÕ s Favorite 
Poem Project held during 
the 2009 Season, in which 
Chautauquans from all 
walks of life shared their 
favorite poems with Pinsky 
in the Hall of Philosophy, 
the Chautauqua Literary 
Arts Friends decided to 
continue the project into 
the 2010 Season.

Now, after the success of 
the second annual Chautau-
qua Favorite Poem Project, 
held on July 28, the Friends 
are gearing up for a third 

round in 2011.
Next yearÕ s project, which 

will be held in the middle of 
the season on a date to be 
determined, will follow the 
format set by Pinsky and 
followed by the Friends: a 
dozen or more Chautau-
quans sharing their favorite 
poem, with the reason why 
it is their favorite.

This year, 15 Chautau-
quans from various back-
grounds shared their fa-
vorite poems. The event 
featured David Baker, the 
weekÕ s poet-in-residence at 
the Chautauqua WritersÕ  
Center, giving the open-
ing remarks, in which he 

recited lines of poetry, 
and encouraged audience 
members to shout out the 
name of the poem and the 
poet. With past president of 
the Friends Georgia Court 
acting as master of cer-
emonies, the event drew a 
moderate and enthusiastic 
crowd.

The poems presented 
were as varied as their pre-
senters. Sherra Babcock, di-
rector of the Department of 
Education, read Ò Lucinda 
Matlock,Ó  from Edgar Lee 
MastersÕ  Spoon River An-
thology. Ten-year-old Gus 
Wiedy animatedly recited 
Lewis CarrollÕ s Ò Jabber-

wocky.Ó  Chautauqua bus 
driver Peter Dawson read 
Ò A Psalm of Life,Ó  by Hen-
ry Wadsworth Longfellow. 
WritersÕ  Center intern Liv 
Stratman read Ò TrapezeÓ  by 
Deborah Digges.

The event featured 11 
other readers and poems, 
and it was considered by 
the Friends to be a success. 
Members of the FriendsÕ  
board are encouraging oth-
er Chautauquans to spend 
the offseason pondering 
their favorite poems and to 
submit next season for the 
next project.

by Sara Toth
Staff writer

The Chautauqua Literary 
Arts Friends have enjoyed 
a season full of events, and, 
with the help of new offi cers 
and new board members, 
are already planning big 
things for the 2011 season.

Ò WeÕ re planning to con-
tinue to build upon the suc-
cess of the programs weÕ ve 
had this year,Ó said Pat Aver-
bach, the new president of 
the Friends.

Mary Anne Morefi eld, 
the president for the 2010 
season, will now assume the 
role of past president. Bill 

Pfefferkorn assumes the role 
of vice president, and Fred 
Zirm will take on the posi-
tion of second vice presi-
dent. Jane Mead will serve 
as secretary of the Friends.

Three new members join 
the FriendsÕ  board: Jan Cos-
ner, Alice OÕ Grady and Ira 
Cooperman.

This year, the Friends 
sponsored several events, 
including the weekly Open 
Mic sessions on Sunday 
evenings in the ballroom of 
the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall; a gallery dedi-
cation of past writers who 
have lectured and taught 
at Chautauqua Institution; 

an unveiling of a portrait 
of Mary Jean Irion, founder 
of the Chautauqua Writ-
ersÕ  Center; and a Chautau-
qua Favorite Poem Project, 
inspired by former United 
States Poet Laureate Robert 
Pinsky.

The Friends are also re-
sponsible for the annual 
prose and poetry contests, 
whose winners were an-
nounced last week. In the 
past, the contests have in-
cluded the Mary Jean Irion 
Poetry Award, the Young 
Poets Award, and the Haus-
er Contest for prose writing. 
Next summer, the Friends 
are planning to add another 

category Ñ a prose contest 
for young writers, similar to 
the Young Poets Award.

Averbach noted the in-
creased quality of pieces 
submitted to the prose and 
poetry contests.

Ò The contest is starting to 
be more professionalized,Ó 
Averbach said. Ò WeÕ re re-
ceiving more submissions 
from writers who have been 
published nationally and 
writers who are looking for-
ward to being published. 
There is a higher and higher 
quality of submissions ev-
ery year.Ó

COLUMN BY GEORGE COOPER

The Daily Record

Something beyond 
exclamation in the fi nal 
week of a Chautauqua 

Poem Project will enter 3rd year in 2011

Literary Arts Friends make plans for next season

GORMLEY 
SPEAKS 
FOR CLSC
Photo by 
Brittany Ankrom

Ken Gormley 
talks about his 
book, The Death 
of American 
Virtue: Clinton vs. 
Starr, Thursday 
afternoon in 
the Hall of 
Philosophy.

 Back issues of The Chautauquan Daily
The Chautauquan Daily makes a good souvenir of Chautauqua to 
take home with you. If you would like any back issues of the Daily 
from the 2010 Season please stop in to the Business Offi ce of the 
Daily in Logan Hall by noon Saturday.



2011 SEASON
BRAND NEW one bedroom apart-
ment with golf course view. 
Kitchen, patio, A/C, Washer/ Dryer 
available. Full season $5000, 
approximately mile from grounds. 
Inquiries invited 845-216-7899
BRIGHT IMMACULATE well-built, 
owner occupied house. Four 
Second and Third floor apart-
ments 1-4 people; living room, full 
kitchens, new appliances, show-
ers, bedrooms: 1 single, 2 twin, 1 
queen bed, 1 kingsized bed; large 
private or shared eating/ enter-
taining porches with panoramic 
lake views. A/C, cable/internet 
a c c e s s .  E a s y  s t e p s  t o 
Amphitheater/ Plaza; bus at door 
to everywhere. 716-357-5961
FOR RENT: offseason and 2011 
s e a s o n :  2 1  H u r s t .  N e w 
“Japanese” style bungalow. 
1,500 sq ft. sleeps 4. email 
dsponaugle@roadrunner.com
Great Centrally Located One and 
Two Bedroom Apartments avail-
able. Weekly, monthly, or sea-
sonal. Off-season rentals also 
available. Call 716-397-7631
GARDEN APARTMENT,  18 
Park Ave, Available Weeks 1-9, 
Historic South End of Grounds, 
New Construction, 3 Bedroom, 
2 Bath, Washer/Dryer, Internet 
Access, Cable TV, $2300/Week, 
410-279-5907 Katie Cooke
LARGE EFFICIENCY On 1st 
f loor with pr ivate entrance. 
Sleeps 2-4. Quiet, beautiful set-
ting 1 mile from the gate. $3,900 
season rental. 716-581-3202
Mode rn  Condo ,  A lb i on  B , 
ground floor, 2BR 2B, also sofa 
bed, A/C W/D view of Miller 
Park. Weeks 1, 4-6, 9 $1900/
week. Email jsack13@aol.com 
or call 703-731-4579
OPEN HOUSE every Saturday, 
12-3, Judson House, to view 
apartments available for 2011 (effi-
ciency, one bedroom, four bed-
room). All amenities. Pet friendly. 4 
Judson Ave. 716-357-4736
Peaceful, lovely Forest Lane 
home. 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
porch, parking, all amenities. 
One week. 716-357-4074
SEASONAL RENTAL-  One 
large room, private bath, AC/TV, 
mini kitchen. $3,500 9 weeks. 
753-3187
SPACIOUS updated 3BR APT, near 
amp, well-equipped kitchen, private 
porch, D/W, laundry, A/C, multi-
week preferred. 412-425-9658
Three Bedroom House and/or 
spacious lodge with large loft 
(sleeps six). For rent, set on 150 
acres, 1 mile from Chautauqua 
Institution. 716-789-9190

2011 SEASON
Tired of living nine weeks with 
someone else’s furnishings? 
Rent unfurnished for the year (3 
months @ $500, 9 months @ 
$100). 5 year lease available or 
by the year. All utilities separat-
ed. Free parking, carts + shuttle 
service. Think outside the box, 
call Chris @ 716-581-0507 to 
view availability and discuss the 
deal of a lifetime!
THREE BEDROOM, Two Bath, 
Weeks 8, 9 357-5171
T R A D I N G  P L A C E S ! 
Chautauqua owner? Trade your 
home/condo for CA Central 
Coast beach front home (need 
not be summer) for 2 or more 
weeks in 2011 Summer Session. 
More info: gcfischers@yahoo.com
TWO BEDROOM, 1.5 Bath, sec-
ond floor apartment, central A/C, 
W/D, 2 porches, 19 Ramble, full 
season 716-357-2194
WANTED: 1/2 BR Unit Weeks 
2,3,4,5. 1st Floor A/C, Walk-in 
shower,  Park ing preferred.  
412-621-7464
14 FOREST (Circa 1990) 1 Bd/1 
Bath, W/D, A/C, Large Flatscreen, 
Cable/Wifi, Queen bed, $1250 
avai lable weeks 1,2 and 9.  
309-287-2367, janellac@aol.com
2 SOUTH The Browns, Available 
weeks 5-9, 2BR, 1bath, pet 
friendly, AC, parking, lake view, 
b u s  r o u t e  8 6 3 - 6 4 4 - 7 6 6 8  
carlandsuebrown@gmail.com 
$2800/wk
3 BEDROOM, 2 Bath apt. Weeks 
8, 9, A/C, Heat, D/W, W&D, 
Cable, WiFi, Modern, well fur-
nished, fully equipped, huge 
sleeping and dining porch, 42 
Foster, jimorris@morristrust.net, 
(716) 357-5171
3 ROOT CONDO 3 Modern, Top 
Cond i t ion ,  2  Bedrooms,  2 
B a t h s ,  L a r g e  T r e e h o u s e 
Deck,All Amenities, Weeks 6-9. 
919-395-8514
5 BEDROOM, 2.5 Baths, Parking. 
Easy Access to AMP and Hall of 
Philosophy. 410-804-8272
51 FOSTER, newly renovated 
garden apartment, historic dis-
trict close to Amphitheater, Hall 
of Philosophy, 2 Bedroom (king 
or singles), cable, Wi-Fi, Tv, 
A/C,  Season/  Hal f -season,  
301-737-4230 or 240-687-2452

c l a s s i f i e d s
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Are you worried about preserv-
ing and protecting the historical 
i n t e g r i t y  a n d  t h e  i d e a l  
o f  C h a u t a u q u a ?  V i s i t 
ReformChautauquaARB.com

AA and Alanon.  Sunday @ 
12:30 pm, Wednesday @ noon 
at Hurlbut church.

ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES

ANTIQUES: Repair, Restore, 
o r  R e f i n i s h .  C h a u t a u q u a 
Cabinetry does it best! Call 
Rick 716-753-5121. Pickup, 
Storage and Delivery

APARTMENTS  
FOR RENT

AVAILABLE WEEKS 7,8 ,9 , 
ground level, new one bedroom, 
twin beds, w/d, cable, wi-fi, on 
plaza, steps from AMP, on tram 
route. $1,200/week. 357-5557

14 FOREST 1 Bd/1 Bath, W/D, 
A/C.  $1250 309-287-2367, 
janellac@aol.com

BOATS FOR SALE
Our Boat Rental Fleet is for sale 
at substantially discounted rates-
-- It’s like getting a new boat for 
a used boat price-some come 
with warranties. Chautauqua 
Marina 716-753-3913

WOOD BOAT Carver 1964 i/o 
1 1 0  G r e a t  c o n d i t i o n , 
Chautauqua Mar ina  Dock . 
cschertack@roadrunner.com

1957 RESTORED Chris Craft 
Semi Enclosed 27’ Twin Engines 
357-8207

2003 BAYLINER 175, 17.5 foot 
bowrider, great family boat, 
excellent condit ion, $8,500. 
Email questions and inquiries 
to: thelongs7@windstream.net 
or Call 716-665-1516

BOAT STORAGE
BOAT STORAGE, New Building, 
Meadows Road, DeWittvil le, 
half-mile north of post office, 
Private bays 11’x30’, general 
s t o r a g e  $ 3 / s q u a r e  f o o t , 
RGStabile@aol.com

CONDOS FOR SALE

FOR RENT
PRIVATE ROOM, Bath, Stall 
Shower, Air, Weekly rental 2011, 
Private Entrance. 210-410-9791

FOR SALE
At Local Farm: 100% Grass-fed 
beef by the cut, shiitake mush-
rooms, veggies, certified organ-
ic. 15 minutes from Chautauqua. 
G r e e n H e r o n G r o w e r s . c o m . 
Open 8am-8pm except Sat. 
753-0371

Drop ceiling stairway like new. 
Call for dimensions 357-4539

LAST AVAILABLE building lot. 
Exclusive Crosswinds Marina 
deve lopmen t ,  l ake  r i gh t s , 
$39,500. 716-969-6080

PRIDE SCOOTER Four Wheel, 
$575, 716-386-4421

U N I Q U E  C H A U TA U Q U A 
Embroidered items: Beach tow-
els, lunch bags, baby gif ts, 
t-shirts- etc. Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, 12-6, 4 Judson 
Ave. 716-357-4736

45% OFF Hancock & Moore fin-
est made leather furniture, now 
t h r o u g h  S e p t e m b e r  8 t h , 
Lakewood Furniture Galleries, 
763-8589

HAPPY ADS
Thank you for your business! 
Chautauqua Marina- 104 West 
L a k e  R d .  M a y v i l l e ,  N . Y.  
716-753-3913

HOUSE SWAP
CHAUTAUQUA LANDLORDS- 
Beauti ful 4-Bedroom Beach 
house, central coast of California, 
in trade for 2+weeks 2011 in one 
of your Chautauqua rentals, 2 or 
more bedrooms. Our home 
available summer or off season. 
Contact gcfischers@yahoo.com

HILTON HEAD, Sea Pines, 
Beautiful Oceanside 3Bd/3Bth, 
Pool w/waterfall, Designer fur-
nished cable/wi-fi. 309-287-2367 
Janellac@aol.com or 309-662-1156

PARIS, LONDON, Amsterdam 
at your f ingert ips. We have 
large beautiful 1910 house in 
Brussels, stylishly designed, 
4bdrm, prime location. Seeking 
swap  on  g rounds  f o r  any 
2 w e e k s  o f  2 0 11  s e a s o n .  
Please contact 716-357-0002, 
gweinstein@sotospeak.biz

HOUSES FOR SALE
BEAUTIFUL PROPERTY! 5 
Minutes from institution;19 acres, 
3 bedroom house, detached 
garage, lovely. Must move due to 
death in family. Reduced price 
$159K obo call Jeff 716-753-6787

25 Whitfield, 3 bedroom, 3 bath, 
on grounds, lakeview, new fur-
nace, central air. 716-662-2269

MISCELLANEOUS
BACK PAIN? Read “Back Up 
Yo u r  B a c k ! ”  Av a i l a b l e  a t 
Chautauqua Bookstore!

NOTICES
ATTENTION Artists, Crafters, and 
Antiquers: Mayville 12,000 sq ft 
Arts, Crafts, Antique indoor mall is 
seeking vendors for next season 
(6/1 to 10/1). For an exploratory 
visit call Chris 716-581-0507, 
Valley + Barton St (former Ethan 
Allen Bldg #1)

BELL TOWER- Love it? Want to 
decorate one? Now is your 
chance! For CWC 2011 fundrais-
er call Lynne Ballard at 357-3775 
or email at itsamathng@aol.com

OFF-SEASON RENTAL
APARTMENTS $425-$550/
month, includes all uti l i t ies, 
WiFi, use of W/D. Judson House 
716-357-4736

COMFORTABLE, MODERN, 
1s t - f loor  e f f i c iency  condo.  
Centrally located.  Fully fur-
nished, kitchenette, cable t/v, 
w/d. $300 per month.  Zinman 
753-7558

OFF SEASON: Modern 2Bd/2Bth 
and 1Bd/1Bth w/parking avail-
able. Circa 1991 on Forest. 
Wi-Fi, cable. central Location. 
$600/$350.  309-287-2367, 
Janellac@aol.com or 309-662-1156

REAL ESTATE
LOT FOR Sale: Chautauqua 
Shores,Lake Rights,Walk to 
Inst i tut ion,West Lake Road 
716-640-0007

83 Stoessel: This custom built 
home is located in a quiet cul-de-
sac in the north end of Chautauqua 
Institution. This newer home has 
5 bedrooms and 4 full bathrooms. 
Home features a wrap around 
porch, recessed lighting, gas fire 
place, large storage areas,  
two car garage, and central  
heat  and a i r  cond i t ion ing.  
Ask i ng  f o r  $749 ,000  ca l l  
716-224-1049 or 716-410-0415  
email: chautauquamary@aol.com    
Coldwell Banker

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES
ANTIQUES: Repair, Restore or 
R e f i n i s h .  C h a u t a u q u a 
Cabinetry does it  best! Call 
Rick 716-753-5121. Pickup, 
Storage, and Delivery

Dave Yuen Window Cleaning.com 
716-366-5200. #1 in residential 
window cleaning since 1978

During the winter image your 
cottage filled with color. Call 
Charlotte and Bill Crittenden, 
D i s t i n c t i v e  P a i n t i n g , 
Wallpapering. 753-5562

If you have any job that needs 
to be done; such as handling 
luggage or maybe taken to the 
airport. For information call 
716-450-4484

INTERIOR,  EXTERIOR,  & 
Restoration.  Ful ly Insured. 
Fresh Coats Painting. Contact 
Matt 716-397-1713

SERVICES

STORAGE

TRANSPORTATION
ALGREN TRUCKS cargo, furni-
ture, etc. Local distance, free 
estimates. Call 716-499-4862 
or 716-267-8462

VACATION RENTALS
HILTON HEAD, Sea Pines, 
Beautiful Oceanside 3Bd/3Bth, 
Pool w/waterfall, Designer fur-
nished cable/wi-fi. Weekly or 
m o n t h l y .  3 0 9 - 2 8 7 - 2 3 6 7 
Janellac@aol.com or 309-662-1156
HUTCHISON ISLAND Florida: 
Amazing 11th floor Penthouse, 
2 B d / 2 B t h ,  W r a p - A r o u n d 
Balcony, Overlooking ocean, 
cable/WF, W/D. 2 months @ 
$4800. 3rd month FREE! 9-12 
months $1,100.00 monthly. 
309-287-2367Janellac@aol.com 
or 309-662-1156

WANTED
S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. 
W i l l  t r a v e l  t o  a p p r a i s e . 
Chautauqua’s Stamp Professor. 
904-315-5482

WANTED TO RENT
2011 WEEK 7, 1Br, modern, a/c, 
central location 602-550-8835
3+ Bedroom, 3+ bath, fully air-con-
ditioned, 1-car parking, house in 
location within 8 blocks of Bestor 
Plaza. Weeks 6,7,8 or 7,8,9 of 2011 
season. fotofan40@gmail.com  
or call: 813-264-6268
4-6 BEDROOM House. 4+bath, 
A.C., parking. Full 2011 season or 
1st 7 or 8 weeks. 813-453-2163 
or blossom7@mac.com

2011 SEASON
A NEW one bedroom apart-
ment, ground floor. Perfect for 
one person, with room for a 
guest. W/d, cable, wi-f i ,  on 
plaza, steps from AMP, on tram 
route, twin beds. Season/half 
season-priced to be affordable. 
357-5557
APARTMENT FOR Rent: 22 
Cookman, directly across from 
HOP. 1st  f loor wi th pr ivate 
porch. Queen and twin, paid on-
site parking, TV, W/D, Daily. 
Open for inspection now through 
September. Available weeks 
3,5-7, 9.  716-357-4839
ARCADE RENTAL, Deluxe unit, 
porch on Miller Park, 1 Bedroom, 
1 Bath, Available: Weeks 5, 6, 
8. Call (513)708-1854
AVAILABLE WEEK 1.Special 
Offer! Luxury Condo near plaza, 
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, central 
a i r ,  b e a u t i f u l  p o r c h ,  w i -
f i ,elevator,great for mult iple 
couples or multigenerational 
family. 716-510-8993

Puzzles
Please see Page B3 for today’s cryptoquote and sudoku puzzles.

Bike Safety Tips
Bikers shall always give the 
right of way to pedestrians.

Offseason ads
Advertise your rental during the offseason in The Chautauquan. 
Contact Melissa Long at dailyadvertising@ciweb.org.
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by Mallory Long
Staff writer

Wednesday marked the fi-
nal Trustee Porch Discussion 
of the 2010 Season, wrapping 
up the summer with a look at 
things to come.

Chautauqua Institution 
President Tom Becker gave a 
preview of the 2011 Season to 
an audience of about 100 peo-
ple, including trustees Don 
Greenhouse, Donna Zellers, 
Henry Foltz, Jennifer DeLanc-
ey and Stan Lundine. 

Becker began by telling 
the audience exactly what he 
doesnÕ t yet know about what 
will happen next season.

Ò We donÕ t yet know what 
operas weÕ re doing, we donÕ t 
yet know what plays were go-
ing to do, and the dance sea-
son, of course, comes together 
as they complete their audi-
tions and that part of the pro-
gram,Ó  he said. Ò The overall 
format of the season should be 
about the same as this year.Ò

Becker also said that an ex-
hibit from the Albright-Knox 
Art Gallery in Buffalo will oc-
cupy Strohl Art Center for the 
entire season. 

Ò They have some rather re-
markable work that, because 
of their space, they donÕ t typi-
cally display,Ó  he said, adding 
that Chautauquans will also 
have the opportunity to visit 
the museum in Buffalo next 
season. Ò The visual arts have 
some rather remarkable space 
now to put on shows and to 
collect you all in conversation-
al mode.Ó 

Becker mentioned some of 
the planned evening enter-
tainment, including two open-
ing weekend performances by 

the Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
and two closing weekend per-
formances by comedian and 
actor Bill Cosby. 

Becker also said the De-
partment of Religion has 
confirmed seven chaplains 
for next season, including re-
turning guests such as the 
Rev. Barbara Lundblad, the 
Rev. Otis Moss III and the Rev. 
Tony Campolo. 

Becker then previewed the 
nine themes for the season, 
talking about each week. Next 
season, the Institution will 
address issues such as global 
health and development as 
foreign policy, women in cri-
sis, the American economy, 
and creativity. Next season, 
Chautauqua Institution will 
also have a week on American 
intelligence, which was in-
spired by the InstitutionÕ s in-
terest in recognizing the 10th 
anniversary of the September 
11, 2001, attacks in a different 
way than others might.

Ò We sat around and tried 
to figure out how (to) pro-
gram with an eye toward the 
fact that next year is the 10th 
anniversary of 9/11 É  so we 
thought about, Ô Who is our 
enemy?Õ  and that took us to 
Ô What do we know about them 
and how do we know it?Ó  he 
said. Ò And all of that brought 
us to the issue of American in-
telligence. Ò 

 The Institution will also 
collaborate with Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Foundation and 
the SmithsonianÕ s National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture for Week 
Nine: The Path to the Civil 
War.

Final Porch Discussion previews 2011 Season
2011 SEASON
JUNE 25 — AUG. 28

Week One — June 26–July 2
Global Health and Development as Foreign Policy
Opening weekend Amphitheater Special: Mormon Tabernacle Choir (two performances)
Invited and tentatively agreed: Helene Gayle, president and CEO of CARE
Chaplain: The Rev. Alastair Symington, minister of Troon Old Parish Church, Troon, Scotland

Week Two — July 3–9
Applied Ethics: Government and the Search for the Common Good
Invited and tentatively agreed: Bill Purcell, director, Harvard’s Institute of Politics
Michael Sandel, Anne T. and Robert M. Bass Professor of Government, Harvard University
Chaplain: The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts-Schori, Presiding Bishop and Primate, Episcopal Church
CLSC Selection: Hellhound on His Trail: The Stalking of Martin Luther King Jr. and the International Hunt for his Assassin by Hampton Sides

Week Three — July 10–16
American Intelligence: Technology, Espionage, and Alliances
Invited and tentatively agreed: Bruce Riedel, senior fellow in foreign policy, Brookings Institution
David Ignatius, Washington Post associate editor and columnist
Dame Stella Rimington, former head of British MI-5
Chaplain: The Rev. Tony Campolo, founder, Evangelical Association for the Promotion of Education

Week Four — July 17–23
A Case for the Arts
Invited and tentatively agreed: Robert L. Lynch, president and CEO, Americans for the Arts
Richard Dreyfuss and Harold Holzer — Evening Presentation on Ulysses S. Grant  
Chaplain: The Rev. C. Welton Gaddy, director, Interfaith Alliance; pastor, Northminster Baptist Church, Monroe, La.

Week Five — July 24–30
Women in Crisis: The Road to Social and Economic Growth
Invited and tentatively agreed: Cherie Blair QC, British barrister, wife of Tony Blair
Chaplain: The Rev. Barbara Lundblad, associate pastor of preaching, Union Theological Seminary, NYC

Week Six — July 31–August 6
Iran: From Ancient Persia to Middle East Powder Keg
Invited and tentatively agreed: Javad Zarif, former Iranian ambassador to the United Nations
Nicholas Burns, retired U.S. Ambassador, Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, now professor of the practice of diplomacy and 
international politics at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard
Chaplain: The Rev. Raphael Warnock, pastor, The Historical Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.

Week Seven — August 7–13
The U.S. Economy: Beyond a Quick Fix
Invited and tentatively agreed: Fred Bergsten, director, Peterson Institute for International Economics
CLSC Selection: American Rust: A Novel by Phillipp Meyer

Week Eight — August 14–20
Sparking a Culture of Creativity and Innovation
Invited and tentatively agreed: George Kembel, executive director, Stanford d.school
Chaplain: The Rev. Otis Moss III, pastor, Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago, IL

Week Nine — August 21–27
The Path to the Civil War
In collaboration with Colonial Williamsburg Foundation and the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture
Colonial Williamsburg actor-interpreters
Closing weekend Amphitheater Special: Bill Cosby (two evening performances)

Photo by Brittany Ankrom

Chautauqua Institution 
President Tom Becker 
speaks at the Porch  
 Discussion Wednesday 
morning.
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Bike Safety Tips
In accord with New York 
law, bicyclists shall observe 
all traffic signs and signals, 
including stop signs and 
one-way streets.

Saturday, August 28
7:00 (7:00 – 11:00) Farmers 

Market.
8:45 Catholic Mass. Chapel of 

the Good Shepherd
9:00 Peace Pole Pilgrimage. 

(Sponsored by Chautauqua 
Society for Peace and Social 
Justice). Meet on Mina 
Edison Avenue on the 
North End and proceed to 
South End, with narration 
along the way.

2:00 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center. Fee. 

2:00 Informal discussion.  
“The Anthrax Letters: 
Unanswered Questions.”  
Dr. Leonard Cole.  
Everett Jewish Life Center

5:00 Catholic Mass.  
Hall of Philosophy

6:00 (6 – 7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers 
welcome. (Two rehearsals 
required to sing at Sunday 
worship services.) Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

8:15 SPECIAL. An Evening 
with Bob Newhart. 
Amphitheater

Sunday, August 29
7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 

Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, 
Communion & Meditation. 
Hurlbut Church 

8:45 United Church of Christ 
Worship Service. UCC 
Randell Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

9:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of 
Christ

9:30  Services in 

Denominational Houses.
9:30 Unitarian Universalist 

Service. The Rev. Daniel 
Budd, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Hall of Philosophy

9:30 Unity Service. “A Leap To 
Faith.” The Rev. Ron Neff, 
Poinciana, Fla. Hall of 
Missions

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

9:30 Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) Service. 
Octagon Building

10:15 Sunday School. Through 
Grade 6. Child care for 

infants. Children’s School
10:45 SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

AND SERMON. 
“Encountering the People 
from Porlock” (Luke 8:40-
56). The Rev. Mark 
Labberton, Fuller 
Theological Seminary. 
Amphitheater

12:15 Catholic Mass.  
Hall of Philosophy

2:30 CONCERT. U.S. Air Force 
Band of the Flight Concert 
Band. Amphitheater

3:00 (3 – 3:30) Blessing of the 
Animals. Miller Park

5:00 Massey Memorial Organ 
Tour. Amphitheater choir 
loft

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through 
Biblical Times.” Palestine 
Park

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. 
“Blessed my soul and gone 
away!”— Final Chautauqua 
Thoughts. Amphitheater

 CLOSING THREE TAPS 
OF THE GAVEL. Thomas 
Becker, president, 
Chautauqua Institution. 
Amphitheater

Party in the Amp!
Photo by Emily Fox

Left, John Mueller performs as Buddy Holly at the ’50s Dance Party. 
Below, the drummer performs. Bottom right, attendees dance in the 
back of the Amphitheater. Bottom left, Ray Anthony performs as 
Ritchie Valens.
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