
The participants agreed 
that intentional learning 
and prayer, colleagues in 
ministry from a variety of 
places and the interfaith as-
pect of the program were 
key aspects that drew them 
to the program.

“In the parish, it is a chal-
lenge to do the reading and 
conversation that feeds me,” 
Reynolds said. “Here, I am 
invited into serious thought 
and interaction with col-
leagues.”

The legal 
system and 
the common 
good
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interviewed in 
Thursday lecture
Page 6

Forces for 
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Today’s Weather Saturday

High 79° Low 63°
Rain: 20%
Sunset: 8:56 p.m. Sunday

High 78° Low 63°
Rain: 0%
Sunrise: 5:45 a.m. Sunset: 8:56 p.m.

High 83° Low 68°
Rain: 10%
Sunrise: 5:46 a.m. Sunset: 8:56 p.m.
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Chautauqua, New York
Seventy-Five Cents
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Mary Lee Talbot
Staff Writer

A Methodist, a Presbyte-
rian, a UCC and a rabbi walk 
into Chautauqua, and what 
do they find?

A safe place, space and 
time for interfaith dialogue 
through the New Clergy 
Program sponsored by the 
Department of Religion.

During this week, 16 reli-
gious leaders who have been 
out of school no more than 
seven years are participat-
ing in a unique seminar that 
uses the programs of Chau-
tauqua to provide an inter-
faith experience.

And what are they giving 
back? An over-the-top en-
thusiasm and gratitude for 
the opportunity to learn in 
this setting.

The Rev. Kirkland Reyn-
olds is a United Methodist 
pastor from Silver Spring, 

Md. The Rev. Lori Raible is a 
Presbyterian from Charlotte, 
N.C. The Rev. Nannette 
Banks is a United Church 
of Christ minister from Chi-
cago. Rabbi Cookie Lea Ol-
shein is from Austin, Texas.

They found their ways 
to Chautauqua by different 
means. Reynolds was nomi-
nated by Dean Jan Love 
from Candler School of The-
ology in Atlanta. Banks also 
was nominated by her semi-
nary dean, Christine Vogel 
of McCormick Theological 
Seminary in Chicago. Ol-
shein saw the WNED special 
“Chautauqua: An American 
Narrative” on PBS and went 
to the website.

“I was intrigued by a 
place that would have a De-
partment of Religion,” Ol-
shein said. “I found the Ev-
erett Jewish Life Center and 
saw that it was a new part of 
an old institution.”

Aaron Krumheuer
Suzi Starheim
Staff Writers

A longtime visitor to 
Chautauqua’s Amphitheater, 
Harvard University profes-
sor Michael Sandel returns 
to ask the question: What’s 
the right thing to do?

Sandel will speak twice 
today. He will give a morn-
ing lecture at 10:45 a.m. in 
the Amphitheater, as well as 
a Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle lecture at 
3:30 p.m. in the Hall of Phi-

losophy. Sandel’s lectures 
come to Chautauqua near-
ing the end of the Week Two 
theme of “Applied Ethics: 
Government and the Search 
for the Common Good.” 

Each of today’s lectures 
will focus on applied ethics 
and themes from Sandel’s 
recent New York Times best-
selling book, Justice: What’s 
the Right Thing to Do? They 
will be followed with a book 
signing. Sandel’s Justice is the 
second selection of the week 
for CLSC’s 2011 Season.

Chautauqua Institution 
President Thomas M. Becker 
said having Sandel at Chau-
tauqua near the end of the 
Week Two theme will greatly 
benefit audience members.

“Every now and then, we 
have the opportunity to be 
in the presence of a really 
great teacher,” Becker said. 
“That’s what this is.”

Becker said Sandel is able 
to evoke deep thought in 
those who attend his lec-
tures because of his abil-
ity to make moral reasoning 

seem understandable and 
less difficult.

“He manages to engage 
you as if you are talking 
one-on-one,” Becker said. 
“He gives concrete exam-
ples and wants audiences to 
think along with him.”

Sandel, a professor at Har-
vard since 1980, has received 
the Harvard-Radcliffe Phi 
Beta Kappa Teaching Prize 
and is the Anne T. and Robert 
M. Bass Professor of Govern-
ment at Harvard University.

Emma Morehart
Staff Writer

One of the critical goals of 
government is to give people 
the ability to run without 
stumbling, said the Rev. Bar-
ry C. Black, the U.S. Senate 
chaplain.

At 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy, Black will ex-
plain in his lecture, “Run-
ning Without Stumbling,” 
that one of the government’s 
roles is to prepare people for 
“seasons of emergencies.”

“Seasons of emergen-
cies require the ability to 
run without stumbling, to 
exert oneself in an extreme 
way without stumbling, and 
good government ultimately 
not only prepares people for 

Sandel

Sandel brings ethics discussions to Amp, CLSC
morning lecture & Chautauqua literary and scientific circle

See sandel, Page 4
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The 2011 New Clergy Program participants

Religion Dept. welcomes 16 leaders to Chautauqua
New Clergy Program interfaith lecture

Senate chaplain to speak on 
running without stumbling

See black, Page 4

Black

Submitted photo

When internationally acclaimed 
singer and songwriter Natalie 
Merchant comes to Chautauqua, 

it will be a homecoming of sorts.
Merchant is a native of nearby James-

town, N.Y. Her earliest venture into the 
musical world was with the band 10,000 
Maniacs, the members of which also 
hailed from Jamestown.

Merchant told NPR host Scott Simon 
that some of her prominent memories of 
Jamestown are the times she snuck into 
local bars when she was 16 years old to 
play shows.

“The only places, the only venues that 

were available to us were … a strip of 
biker bars, actually, and the biker groups 
would get in fights every once in a while,” 
she said.

Tonight’s concert, at 8:15 p.m. in the 
Amphitheater, will feature Merchant with 
members of the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra under the direction of James 
Bagwell, who heads the music program at 
Bard College.

Merchant’s concerts with orchestras 
have become a staple of her performance 
activity. 

Evening entertainment

Jamestown native Merchant  
to perform with CSO

One fine
Night

See merchant, Page 4

Josh Cooper
Staff Writer

the sunshine, but it prepares 
people for the storms of life,” 
Black said.

See new clergy, Page 4
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News from around the grounds

Briefly
Chautauqua Women’s Club events

• The Women’s Club invites members to meet at 2 p.m. 
today at the Clubhouse for an afternoon playing Mah 
Jongg. Bring your own cards. Cards, if needed, are avail-
able at the Chautauqua Bookstore. Memberships are avail-
able at the door.

• Join the Women’s Club on Bestor Plaza for its Annual 
Strawberry Festival this Sunday from noon to 3 p.m. En-
joy strawberry shortcake topped with whipped cream and 
lemonade served in a Victorian atmosphere.

• The Women’s Club will hold its annual Life Members 
Luncheon at 12:30 p.m. July 24 at the Athenaeum Hotel. Life 
members can make reservations through the Clubhouse. 
Men and women are welcome to become new life members.

Chautauqua Connections to hold potluck
Chautauqua Connections is hosting a potluck dinner at 

5 p.m. Sunday under a tent on Bestor Plaza. All Chautau-
qua Connections members are expected. Sponsors bring 
generous dish for 12 or more.

Bird Tree & Garden Club-sponsored events
• Meet naturalist Jack Gulvin at 9 a.m. under the green 

awning at the lake side of Smith Wilkes Hall for a Nature 
Walk on the Chautauqua grounds.

• The famous $7 Mushroom Sandwich Sale will be held 
at 11:30 a.m. on July 15 at Smith Wilkes Hall.

Seven Seals to converse about Mark Twain’s work
The Guild of Seven Seals will hold a Brown Bag lunch 

meeting at 12:10 p.m. in the Alumni Hall Kate Kimball 
Room. Seals will be discussion The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn and individual book reviews presented by members.

Chautauqua accepts non-perishable foods
Chautauquans can dispose of their sealed, non-perish-

able foods, such as boxed and canned items, in the gold-
papered carton on the floor inside the north entrance of 
the Post Office. The Mayville Food Pantry makes the food 
available to needy individuals and families in the Chau-
tauqua Lake Central School District. For more information 
contact Lou Wineman at 716-357-5015.

Coffee bar offers refreshments at Alumni Hall
A coffee bar is open every morning, starting at 8:30 a.m., 

at Alumni Hall (across from the Hall of Philosophy and 
adjacent to the Hall of Christ).

First Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Day to commence
On Saturday, the Chautauqua County Division of Sol-

id Waste will hold its first Household Hazardous Waste 
Drop-Off Day of 2011. Residents can drop off accepted 
items from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Town of Chautauqua 
Highway Garage, located on Patterson Street in Mayville.

World Café at Chautauqua to host discussions
The public is invited to the World Café at Chautauqua 

at 3:30 p.m. Fridays in the Unitarian Universalist House. 
Come to discuss thoughts and reflections from this week’s 
lectures. The topic for this week is “Applied Ethics: Gov-
ernment and the Search for the Common Good.”

EJLCC holds Brown Bag lunch
The Everett Jewish Life Center at Chautauqua, in con-

junction with the Robert H. Jackson Center, is holding a 
Brown Bag lunch at 12:15 p.m. today in the EJLCC. Lt. Col. 
Don Ellison is presenting “Recollections from the Nurem-
berg Trials,” with Eli Rosenbaum acting as moderator.

Men’s Club speaker to address scooter safety
Richard Colberg will examine issues of motorized 

scooter safety at the meeting of the Men’s Club at 9:15 a.m. 
today at the Women’s Clubhouse. 

The Carnahan-Jackson 
Religious Lectureship, an 
endowment fund held by 
the Chautauqua Foundation, 
funds the Interfaith Lecture 
today by Barry C. Black, U.S. 
Senate Chaplain.

Mrs. Alvin C. Jackson was 
the first member of her fam-

The Arnold and Jill Bel-
lowe Lectureship sponsors 
the 10:45 a.m lecture today 
with Michael Sandel, profes-
sor of philosophy at Harvard 
University.

Arnold Bellowe is the re-
tired president and CEO of 
Forest City Auto Parts and 
was on the board of Tyler 
Corp. of Dallas. In Santa Bar-
bara, Calif., he is involved at 
Santa Barbara City College 
and the University of Cali-
fornia–Santa Barbara. He has 
also been involved in men-
toring “at-risk” youth and 
with organizations that pro-
mote mentoring. At Chautau-

qua, Mr. Bellowe is a former 
member of the Chautauqua 
Board of Trustees and has 
worked on the Chautauqua 
Challenge Campaign, The 
Renewal Campaign — where 
he was the Theater Team 
Chairman — and the Chau-
tauqua Idea Campaign. He 
was also a member of the De-
velopment Council.

Jill Bellowe, who holds a 
master’s degree in counsel-
ing, was a teacher and coun-
selor specializing in post-
traumatic stress disorder 
and stress management. She 
taught at Cuyahoga Commu-
nity College and Santa Bar-

bara City College. She was 
a founding member of the 
Friends of the Chautauqua 
Conservatory Theater Com-
pany, as well as president of 
the Friends from 1997 to 1999. 
Currently, she is a member of 
the Chautauqua Institution 
Board of Trustees and serves 
as Chairman of the Program 
Policy Committee.

The Bellowes, formerly of 
Moreland Hills, Ohio, cur-
rently reside in Santa Bar-
bara. They have been sum-
mer residents of Chautauqua 
Shores since 1972. They have 
two children, Stacy Bel-
lowe Tager, who is living in 

Los Angeles with her three 
children, and Greg Bellowe 
of Chicago. The Bellowes’ 
three grandchildren — Jake, 
Jordan and Justin — are fol-
lowing the family tradition 
of Boys’ and Girls’ Club and 
summers in Chautauqua.

If you are interested in discuss-
ing the possibility of establishing 
an endowed lectureship or sup-
porting another aspect of Chau-
tauqua’s program, please contact 
Karen Blozie, director of Gift 
Planning, at 716-357-6244 or 
email her at kblozie@ciweb.org.

Sarah Gelfand
Staff Writer

Wegmans is giving back 
to Chautauqua as it spon-
sors tonight’s Natalie Mer-
chant concert in the Am-
phitheater. A major food 
provider to the Institu-
tion’s residents, Wegmans 
is an integral part of the 
Chautauquan community.

“We are very pleased 
to once again partner with 
Chautauqua Institution in 
offering very special enter-
tainment during the sea-
son,” said Liz Lingenfelter, 
manager of the Lakewood 
store.

With its emphasis on 
local outreach, Wegmans’ 
sponsorship of tonight’s 
evening entertainment is 
particularly relevant.

“We are especially 
proud to sponsor the 
Natalie Merchant concert, 
as she is a local native of 
Jamestown,” Lingenfelter 
said. “We know everyone 
will enjoy a special and 
memorable night of enter-
tainment.”

Sailing’s a scream

Photo | Megan Tan

During a Club activity, Mary Hurner, 9, Alexa Steitz, 9, and Meghan Malone, 9, react when Will Scanlon (far 
right), sailing instructor, decides to heel the sailboat closer to the water.

Bellowe Lectureship sponsors Sandel’s morning lecture

Wegmans 
sponsors 
Merchant 
concert

Carnahan-Jackson Religious Lectureship 
supports Black’s Interfaith Lecture today

ily to come to Chautauqua. 
She initially came to the In-
stitution at the age of 18 to 
study Sunday School teach-
ing methods. She later re-
turned with her husband and 
daughter Katharine on a reg-
ular basis. When Katharine 
married Clyde L. Carnahan 
of Jamestown, N.Y., the Jack-
sons purchased a home at 41 
Palestine Ave., Chautauqua, 
and continued to spend sum-
mers here each year.

The Carnahans lived in 
Jamestown but also became 
devoted Chautauquans. Mrs. 
Carnahan served as an Insti-
tution trustee and served on 
board committees for the li-
brary and the Department of 
Religion. She and Mr. Carna-
han participated actively in 
the Chautauqua Presbyterian 
Association.

In 1969, Mrs. Carnahan 
created the Japanese Garden 
located beside the United 

Presbyterian headquarters in 
memory of her parents and 
her husband. When mak-
ing the gift, Mrs. Carnahan 
remarked that Chautauqua 
was very important to her 
parents, and she believed 
Chautauqua’s Christian faith 
and programs were its great 
inner strength and distin-
guishing factor.

David Carnahan is the 
son of Katharine and Clyde 
Carnahan. Now the chair-
man of the board of the Car-
nahan-Jackson Foundation of 
Jamestown, he continued his 
parents’ long record of com-
mitment and service to the 
Institution. A former director 
of the Chautauqua Founda-
tion and a former trustee of 
the Institution, Carnahan is 
active in many civic and edu-
cational organizations.

He met his wife, the for-
mer Martha Popp, at Chau-
tauqua.

Boating
Boat owners must register 
their boats at the Central 
Dock office, located on 
the lake in front of the 
Athenaeum Hotel. You 
may moor your boat at a 
private or Institution dock, 
ramp or buoy, but not on 
shore. If you are arriving 
at Chautauqua by boat, 
please utilize the Central 
Dock (716-357-6288).
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George Cooper
Staff Writer

It might be that the name, 
Mary Frances Bestor Cram, 
is a mouthful. On the other 
hand, she had a lot to say. 
Her father, Arthur Bestor, 
presided over Chautauqua 
for some 30 years — through 
two world wars and the De-
pression. One remarkable 
event during those years was 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
visit to Chautauqua in Au-
gust 1936, when he gave his 
“I Hate War” speech.

Roosevelt’s speech and 
Bestor Cram’s reminiscence 
of the president’s visit will 
be the subject of the Oliver 
Archives Heritage Lecture 
at 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Christ.

Presiding over today’s ac-
tivity will be Jon Schmitz, 
Chautauqua’s archivist and 
historian, and Greg Peterson, 

chairman of Jamestown’s 
Robert H. Jackson Center 
Board of Directors.

The speech and Roo-
sevelt’s presence on the 
grounds stand as important 
moments in Chautauqua’s 
history. The Institution was 
just emerging from difficult 
financial circumstances, and 
the presence of such a formi-
dable figure generated a lot of 
attention. Roosevelt became 
yet another in the series of 
presidents who have come to 
Chautauqua. And the speech 
itself is something of a curi-
osity, being, at least in title, 
an anti-war speech, deliv-
ered at a time when the rum-
blings of war were becoming 
audible in Europe and north-
ern Africa.

“Roosevelt didn’t want to 
look like an interventionist, 
even as he had to intervene,” 
Schmitz said.

The speech as represented 

in the statement, “I hate war,” 
was a personal claim made in 
a public arena, but the public 
reality was otherwise.

Schmitz said Roosevelt 
knew war was coming, but, 
just like many American citi-
zens, he hated the idea of war.

“Roosevelt had a way of 
calming people and focusing 
attention on issues produc-
tively,” Schmitz said.

Roosevelt came to Chau-
tauqua with just a few days’ 
notice. Security was tight.

“He came because he felt 
he could reach a large au-
dience by way of radio,” 
Schmitz said.

It all caused quite a stir on 
the grounds.

Some of the drama of the 
occasion is captured in Be-
stor Cram’s memoir of Chau-
tauqua, Chautauqua Salute: A 
Memoir of the Bestor Years.

More intimate will be Pe-
terson’s 2004 interview with 

Bestor Cram.
Peterson brought her to 

the Jackson Center for a tour 
and a showing of the 16-min-
ute “I Hate War” film — a 
showing of which will be in-
cluded in today’s program.

Peterson then interviewed 
Bestor Cram, providing a rare 
first-person account of Roos-
evelt’s visit to Chautauqua, 
including the preparation, 
her father’s relationship with 
the president and the circum-
stances of the invitation.

In conjunction with this 
75th anniversary of the 
speech and Roosevelt’s presi-
dential visit to Chautauqua 
will be an exhibit at the Oli-
ver Archives relating to the 
five presidents who visited 
the grounds during their 
presidency, as well as other 
figures who visited and lat-
er went on to be president, 
Schmitz said. 

Lecture to recall historic ‘I Hate War’ speech

Aaron Krumheuer
Staff Writer

When considering the 
Week Two theme of “Gov-
ernment and the Search for 
the Common Good,” writ-
er-in-residence Toni Jensen 
saw a parallel in her own 
work and the wider field  
of fiction.

“If the government has 
an ethical responsibility 
to the poor, it’s becoming 
increasingly obvious the 
government is forgetting 
their responsibility to the 
lower middle class,” she 
said. “This forgetting of 
the working class is also 
something we’re seeing in 
literature.”

She will deliver her 
Brown Bag lecture “With 
These Hands: Cultural Di-
versity in Working Class 
Stories” at 12:15 p.m. today 
on the front porch of Alum-
ni Hall.

In addition to speaking 
about her book, From the 
Hilltop, Jensen said she will 
discuss authors “who are 
doing that well,” such as 
Sandra Cisneros, Sherman 
Alexie, Louise Erdrich and 
Tayari Jones.

Jensen teaches creative 
writing at The Pennsylva-
nia State University, and 
her work has been featured 
in journals and magazines 
such as Fiction International 
and Passages North.

Her work has also been 
anthologized in New Sto-
ries from the South, Best of the 
Southwest and The Best of the 
West.

She is a Métis woman, 
which, in her family’s case, 
is a mixture of French Irish 
and Blackfoot from Alber-
ta, Canada. She grew up in 
rural south-central Iowa, a 
place far away from reser-
vations of most other na-
tive people, and this sense 
of apartness figures into  
her fiction.

“I’ve had a lot of peo-
ple come up to me after 
reading the book (and) 
say, ‘Thank you for repre-
senting those specific ex-
periences,’” Jensen said. 
“They’re not ones that are 
talked about as often.”

Though working-class 
short fiction is nearly a 
genre in itself, harkening 

back to the hard-weathered 
world of Raymond Carver, 
it is dominated by Anglo 
characters — a far cry from 
the reality of the work force, 
Jensen said.

At the same time, con-
temporary fiction featuring 
minority characters nearly 
always portrays them at the 
extreme ends of the class 
spectrum — either abject 
poverty or rags-to-riches 
success, Jensen said.

This trend is absent from 
her stories. The characters 
of From the Hilltop, many of 
whom are Native Ameri-
can, live and work in a 
variety of blue-collar posi-
tions, from waiting tables 
to working at hotels. Others 
are the first in their families 
to graduate college.

“I wasn’t trying to make 
some grand point with my 
characters,” Jensen said. 
“Rather, it started with the 
idea that these were the ex-
periences that I had grow-
ing up, from the jobs I had 
growing up.”

Most of all, they are real-
istic portrayals — based in 
a world sometimes touched 
by magical realism — and 
her lecture will address 
how writing true to life can 
benefit both art and culture.

“I want to eradicate the 
myth of the tragic Indian in 
these stories, so that people 
don’t get the idea that all 
native people have plights, 
that everything is so des-
perate and downtrodden,” 
Jensen said. “They’re regu-
lar people, and they’re in 
bad situations, but mostly, 
they have some hope or 
some moment of grace by 
the end of the story.”

Writer-in-residence to 
speak on minorities 
in blue-collar fiction

Jensen

Elora Tocci
Staff Writer

A bowl of fruit helped 
Frank Martin shape his 
teaching philosophy.

Well, a bowl of fruit and 
Bill Daley, a ceramicist who 
used to come to Chautauqua 
to teach at the School of Art.

One summer, Daley told 
Frank about the beginning of 
his career, when he was fresh 
out of graduate school and 
filled with ideas. He wanted 
to teach his students about 
geometric shapes and forms, 
while his students were ac-
customed to drawing bowls 
of fruit. Daley took away the 
fruit bowl and taught the 
material his way, but he told 
Frank he realized after a few 
classes he could have used 
the bowl of fruit to reach 
the students in the way they 
wanted to be reached.

The moral of that story for 
Frank is that in order to find 
out what motivates students, 
teachers must get to them on 
a personal level.

“You have to listen to the 
students and figure out what 
draws them in, where they 
grew up, what kind of food 
they like, so you can figure 

out how to help them have a 
great experience,” Frank said.

Frank and his wife, Polly, 
will lecture at 7 p.m. tonight 
in the Hultquist Center. They 
are both returning ceramics 
teachers in the School of Art. 
During the academic year, 
Polly teaches at Maryville 
College in Maryville, Tenn. 
and Frank teaches at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee.

Polly said her lecture will 
focus on the history of ceram-
ics and the dynamics and en-
vironment of the table. Frank 
said he will talk about the 
research he’s done since 2001.

Frank and Polly are no 
strangers to Chautauqua In-
stitution; they came every 
summer from 1990 to 1995 
and started coming back 
in 2008. Polly said they are 
drawn to the intense, stimu-
lating environment Chautau-
qua offers.

“The work that students 
generate here is unlike any-
where else,” she said. “There’s 
such a richness of cultural 
diversity. I love the value of 
the questions that people ask, 
seeking to know more.”

The never-ending search 
for knowledge is familiar to 

Polly. A self-proclaimed book 
lover, she recalled a student 
she once had who had never 
taken advantage of the li-
brary. Polly talked to him 
about the knowledge and 
richness a library could offer, 
and the student disappeared 
for three days.

“When he resurfaced, he 
told me he had pretty much 
slept in the library for the 
past three days,” Polly said. 
“He changed somehow, and 
to open up someone to some-
thing they’ve never experi-
enced is an amazing thing.”

That’s really all Frank and 
Polly want — to teach their 
students about art and to 
help them learn how to think 
for themselves. They want 
their students to feel confi-
dent enough in their own 
abilities to make decisions 
that make them happy.

“Everything is a choice,” 
Frank said.

And whether it’s teaching 
with a bowl of fruit or camp-
ing out in the library, Frank 
and Polly are dedicated to 
helping their students make 
ones that feel right.

School of Art ceramics teachers to speak on choices

Submitted photo

Recent work by ceramicist and School of Art faculty member Polly Martin.

WATER BOUND
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Members of Boys’ Club prepare to go canoeing during a busy day on Chautauqua Lake.
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as many prints as you wish.
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Monday–Friday to request your reprint. Cash or check only. No 
credit cards. Thank you.



“Even in the short time I 
have been out of seminary, 
I feel like I left something 
behind — the intentional 
prayer and the collegiality,” 
said Banks, who also is co-
coordinator of the program 
with the Rev. Scott Maxwell.

The interfaith aspect of the 
program drew participants 
as well.

“Rabbis tend to hang with 
other rabbis, and we don’t 
give ourselves enough time 
with interfaith colleagues,” 
Olshein said. “My stepfather 
was Southern Baptist. I like 
being in a non-proselytizing 
center that is intentional about 
being open and exploring.”

Raible agreed.
“It is the interfaith con-

text,” Raible said. “I am still 
forming my pastoral iden-
tity, and I am half Jewish. It 
is wonderful to have time to 
talk with Cookie and space to 
think.”

The lecturers and preach-
ers are good conversation 
starters.

“They help get the con-

versation going,” Banks said. 
“We are here to listen for 
God. We know that we are 
not alone in looking for more. 
We can push deeper”

“My congregation doesn’t 
know how lucky they are 
that I am here,” Olshein said. 
“I have come away with 30 
ideas in two days for sermon 
starters, topics for sermons 
and other ideas. To have ac-
cess to someone like (Bishop 
V. Gene Robinson) is won-
derful and unexpected. Da-
vid Saperstein is a social 
justice rabbi like I want to 
be, and to have professional 
access to him, to see how he 
talks in an interfaith setting, 
is important to me.”

The Rev. Albert Penny-
backer, director of the New 
Clergy Program, said these 
new clergy come on the rec-
ommendation of Chautau-
quans or someone who has 
participated before.

“The presidents and deans 
of seminaries are invited to 
nominate people to be con-
tacted, and the Department of 
Religion advertises the pro-
gram in The Christian Century 
and Sojourners magazines,” 
Pennybacker said. “We have 

three to four times as many 
applicants as we have re-
sources. One in 10 pastors 
leave ministry within the 
first 10 years. This program 
is a finger in the dike to show 
that the integrity of ministry 
can still be sustainable.”

The interfaith perspective 
is key to this program. There 
is very little continuing inter-
faith education for clergy.

“We hear speakers from 
others perspectives, and 
our assumptions about God 
are thrown in the lake,” 
Banks said. “We bring our 
context with us, and it is 
messy, but we must be will-
ing to do the work.”

“I need this time to think 
in new perspectives,” Reyn-
olds said.

Many churches are cut-
ting their professional educa-
tion budgets, so most of these 
young pastors could not 
come to Chautauqua without 
the financial support the pro-
gram provides.

“The need is confirmed ev-
ery year,” Pennybacker said. 
“We could expand to four 
weeks with another alumni 
week. One of the things we 
are thinking about is what 

kind of follow-up is needed.”
“It would be great to have a 

listserv on what’s working or 
a best fundraiser idea among 
the alumni,” Olshein said.

Reynolds thought the pro-
gram would change as the 
needs of pastors change.

“There will be more 
younger families, more wom-
en and a lot of second career 
people,” Reynolds said.

“I had no idea that this 
place existed, but now it is 
part of my ministry,” Banks 
said. “I have to be an ambas-
sador for the program for 
other pastors who are thirsty 
for this.”

“The welcome from 
non-program participants 
has been extraordinary,” 
Olshein said. “People are 
proud of the program, that 
they are participating in our 
growth.”

They all agreed that the in-
tention behind the program 
lets them know that they 
need to be intentional about 
their ministry. It is a unique 
way to do renewal and proves 
the need for congregations to 
invest in professional educa-
tion for clergy.
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In addition to his most 
recent book, Justice, Sandel 
has also written Liberalism 
and the Limits of Justice; De-
mocracy’s Discontent: Amer-
ica in Search of a Public Phi-
losophy; Public Philosophy: 
Essays on Morality in Politics; 
and The Case against Perfec-
tion: Ethics in the Age of Ge-
netic Engineering.

Sandel is a 1975 summa 
cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate from Brandeis Uni-
versity and earned his doc-
torate at the University of 
Oxford in 1981 as a Rhodes 
Scholar. He was recognized 
in 2008 by the American Po-
litical Science Association 
for his excellence in teach-
ing and served on the Presi-
dent’s Council on Bioethics 
from 2002 to 2005. He is also 
a member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations and the 

American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. 

As a Harvard professor, 
Sandel teaches courses such 
as “Ethics, Economics, and 
Law,” “Ethics, Biotechnology, 
and the Future of Human 
Nature” and “Globalization 
and Its Critics.” He also es-
tablished the undergradu-
ate course “Justice,” which 
is the first Harvard course 
available for free online. This 
course has now enrolled 
more than 15,000 students.

While this isn’t Sandel’s 
first time speaking to a Chau-
tauquan audience, he said it 
is something he looks for-
ward to greatly.

“I’ve been privileged to 
speak in Chautauqua’s glo-
rious Amphitheater many 
times over the years,” Sandel 
said in an email. “I know of 
no more thoughtful and re-
flective audience anywhere 
in the world. Chautauquans 
are committed to ideas, to 
civic life, and to moral and 

spiritual reflection. Coming 
to Chautauqua always feels 
like coming home.”

Sandel’s ability to get his 
audience to think is a big 
part of the reason he is such 
a popular lecturer in Chau-
tauqua, said Sherra Babcock, 
director of the Department of 
Education. 

“He is going to cause peo-
ple in the audience to think 
deeply about applied ethics 
in general and about the is-
sues of government and the 
common good,” Babcock 
said. “They will probably go 
home with their ideas un-
settled, which means they’ll 
be thinking about his lecture 
long after Friday.”

At the heart of his lectures, 
and his book Justice, Babcock 
said, is the belief that morals 
should be a public debate, not 
a private one.

“We try to have him here 
very frequently because he’s 
such a deep thinker on the 
topic of applied ethics,” Bab-

cock said. “He causes people 
to ask themselves, ‘What’s 
the right thing to do?’” 

Justice is based off San-
del’s Harvard undergraduate 
course of the same name. It is 
an ethical exploration, delv-
ing into some of the most 
divisive debates of our age, 
including immigration, Wall 
Street bailouts, same-sex 
marriage, free markets and 
religion in politics.

Throughout the book, 
Sandel employs the Socratic 
method to get to the heart of 
the moral framework of vari-
ous arguments. He introduces 
several philosophical models, 
such as Immanuel Kant’s cat-
egorical imperative and John 
Stuart Mill’s theory of utili-
tarianism, and plays them 
against one another, making 
point and counter-point.

“I read it twice, actually. 
… Each time, I was just re-
ally impressed with how 
apt the cases and instances 
are (Sandel) brings in,” said 

Philip Safford, a former pro-
fessor from Shaker Heights, 
Ohio, who delivered a Brown 
Bag review on the book on 
Wednesday at Alumni Hall. 
“It’s very, very readable, and 
his teaching itself is acces-
sible. Obviously, he’s very 
successful at engaging his 
students just as he engages 
the reader.”

Despite its lofty subject 
matter, the book is full of 
practical case studies acces-
sible even to novices to phi-
losophy, yet the penetration 
into current events is still ap-
pealing to those well versed 
in Aristotle and John Rawls.

“It’s dealing with issues 
in all our lives, whether it’s 
affirmative action or sur-
rogate parenting or genetic 
engineering. … These are 
things we face, and to see 
them all in one little book 
is really quite impressive,” 
Safford said. “You realize, 
wow, we live in a very com-
plex society, with all kinds 

of ethical challenges.”
Sandel said that although 

he has been to Chautauqua 
several times before, the 
Week Two theme could not 
take place at a better time 
for him and for Americans 
as a group.

“In my lecture, I will ask 
what we can do to elevate 
the quality of our public 
discourse,” Sandel said. 
“Many Americans are frus-
trated with the shouting 
matches and bitterness that 
characterize our political 
debates. Some people say 
the problem with our poli-
tics is that we talk too much 
about morality in public 
life. I disagree. I will argue 
that the cure for what ails 
us is not less moral argu-
ment in politics but a deep-
er engagement with the 
moral and spiritual convic-
tions that we, as citizens, 
bring to public life. I will 
argue for a new politics of 
the common good.”
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Leaders like Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King Jr. 
were just some of those who 
advocated running without 
stumbling, Black said, but his 
lecture will address other as-
pects of government, as well.

There is an ethical founda-
tion to government, and this 
is made clear in the pream-
ble to the Constitution. The 
document opens by listing 
five goals of the government: 
establishing justice, ensuring 
domestic tranquility, provid-
ing for the common defense, 
promoting the general wel-
fare and securing the bless-
ings of liberty.

These goals reflect the eth-
ical responsibility the gov-
ernment has to its people, but 
the goals also resonate with 
religious tradition, and ac-

cording to Romans 13:1-7, the 
government is ordained by 
God, Black said.

“Religion is what ethical 
foundations are all about, 
and it is religion that pro-
vides people with the re-
sponsibilities of citizenship,” 
Black said. “In Romans 13, he 
talked about the responsibili-
ties of Christian citizenship. 
In Matthew 22:21 it says, 
‘Give to Caesar what is Cae-
sar’s, and give to God what is 
God’s,’” Black said. “Religion 
informs what good citizen-
ship should look like and 
what responsible citizenship 
should look like.”

Black’s background, 
which includes decades with 
the Navy and government, 
as well as what he said is his 
lifelong calling to ministry, 
gives him a distinctive mind-
set as the Senate chaplain.

“I think he has a very 
unique perspective, because 

obviously, he has a fair num-
ber of political views, but he 
doesn’t really have a forum to 
express his views on specific 
issues,” said Jane Campbell, 
chief of staff for Sen. Mary 
Landrieu (D-La.) and a long-
time Chautauquan. “He’s al-
ways sort of one step outside 
of the current debate, just 
talking about maintaining a 
level of respect, maintaining 
a level of integrity and focus-
ing on the common good as 
we know it.”

Campbell has been attend-
ing Black’s Bible study group 
for two years and will intro-
duce him at the Interfaith 
Lecture Series.

Black grew up in the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church 
but attended both a Baptist 
seminary and a Presbyterian 
seminary. He was a pastor in 
the military for 27 years and 
is now a pastor for 7,000 peo-
ple on Capitol Hill.

“I’m probably a theological 
eclectic,” Black said, adding 
that he has served people of 
all different religions and de-
nominations of Christianity.

As Senate chaplain, Black 
leads four Bible studies each 
week, officiates weddings 
and funerals, makes hospital 
visits, counsels his congrega-
tion and advises senators re-
garding ethical dimensions 
of the topics they debate in 
their chambers.

“I have performed min-
istry in a variety of venues, 
and this is just another one of 
those venues,” Black said. “It 
is very exciting, but it’s just 
another one of them. It is (dif-
ferent) in the sense that you’re 
pasturing very prominent 
people and their families. 
Not very many pastors have 
that opportunity, but in many 
ways, people are people. In 
some ways it is (different), 
and in some ways it isn’t.”
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“I’ve been doing these con-
certs with orchestras for a cou-
ple of years now,” Merchant 
told The Chautauqua Region 
Word. “It’s… been in prepara-
tion for a while to get the rep-
ertoire to the point where the 
scores are flawless.”

Merchant’s introduction 
to performing with orches-
tras was abrupt.

“I started with the Bos-
ton Pops,” Merchant told the 
Word. “That was my first per-
formance (with an orchestra), 
and kind of a baptism by fire. 
Then I took my scores and 
went and kind of woodshed-
ded for a while.”

Merchant said some of the 
songs she’ll be performing 
are familiar and some new.

“Some of them are from 
previous albums, some are 
unreleased,” she told the 
Word. “Some are tested in the 

studio, and others we still 
have to test onstage with dif-
ferent orchestras. It’s been a 
two-year process to get this 
program together.”

Merchant’s latest album, 
“Leave Your Sleep,” was re-
leased in 2010, her first studio 
album since 2003. In a video 
interview on her website, 
Merchant said the album 
is the result of five years of 
work; she calls it “the most 
elaborate project I could ever 
conceive of.” 

Merchant said the project 
originated when she started 
writing songs for her baby 
daughter. As her daughter 
grew, the project started to 
shift into a more universal ex-
ploration of childhood. “Leave 
Your Sleep” includes poetry 
touching on these themes that 
Merchant uncovered through 
years of research. 

“The project has opened my 
eyes to the power of the word, 
the beauty of the word, and 
the whole art form,” she said. 

merchant
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New Clergy Program 2011 Participants

Thomas (Tom) Broad

Jennifer Cannon

Jeffrey Gamblee

Malene Johnson

Jennifer Jue

Angela Dionne Madden

John McNeill Jr. 

Starlette S. McNeill

Cookie L. Olshein

Lori A. Raible

Robin G. Razzino

Kirkland Reynolds

Matthew Short

Jessica Short

Shannon R. Wall

Deirdre E. G. White

Leadership
Albert M. Pennybacker 

William Holt Terry 

Nannette E. Banks 

Scott Maxwell

Visit chqdaily.com for short bios on the participants

chqdaily.com
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Sarah Gelfand
Staff Writer

From their porch at the 
Keystone, Ed Anderson and 
Joan Parsons can look down 
to the street below them 
where Anderson’s children, 
and now their grandchildren, 
learned to ride their bicycles, 
and across to the trees that 
Anderson, as a birder, studies 
with a careful eye.

Chautauqua is as much a 
part of Anderson and Par-
sons’ lives as they are a part 
of the Institution; this is their 
second season sponsoring 
the Scholar in Residence pro-
gram, which ran from Tues-
day to Thursday.

The Scholar in Residence 
program runs annually for 
members of the Bestor Soci-
ety, a group of donors who 
make an annual gift of $3,500 
or more to the Chautauqua 
Fund. The program extends 
the stay of a selected morning 
lecturer, who runs a three- to 
five-day seminar, complete 
with readings, at Smith Wil-
kes Hall.

David Gergen, the director 
of the Center for Public Lead-
ership at the Harvard Ken-
nedy School who gave a lec-
ture at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
in the Amphitheater, was the 
Scholar in Residence for 2011.

Christopher Gergen, David 
Gergen’s son and a founding 
partner of a leadership com-

pany called New Mountain 
Ventures, presented along 
with his father during the 
Scholar in Residence pro-
gram.

“The concept is to bring 
in someone from the lec-
ture series who can speak in 
conjunction with the week’s 
theme and then can spend 
from 8:30 to 10:15 a.m. four or 
five days in a week going into 
the subjects in depth with the 
several hundred people who 
attend. It has been a wildly 
successful program,” Ander-
son said. “We quickly became 
aware that Christopher and 
David Gergen were potential-
ly available, and we thought 
that would be spectacular.”

Edith Everett and her late 
husband, Henry, started the 
SIR program. Edith Everett 
suggested that Anderson and 
Parsons would be particularly 
suitable for the sponsorship.

“Edith said, ‘Hey Tom 
(Becker), why don’t you talk 
to Ed and Joan? I think they 
might be interested in spon-
soring,’ and Tom said, ‘OK,’ 
and here we are,” Anderson 
said.

Anderson and Parsons 
both enjoyed attending the 
SIR series but find their cur-
rent level of involvement even 
more rewarding.

“Well, I tell you, the re-
wards of sponsoring this 
program are the people who 
come up and say, ‘This has 

been a fabulous program and 
thank you so much for it,” 
and so you know, you feel 
good about it,” Ed said. “Peo-
ple leave and say, ‘Wow, I nev-
er knew about that,’ or, ‘Can 
you believe what he just said?’ 
That’s the joy of learning.”

For years, Anderson 
worked for an investment 
management firm in New 
York City, while Parsons 
worked at Education Test-
ing Service in Princeton, N.J., 
where the two first met. They 
now live in La Jolla, Calif.

Anderson also is well 
versed in behavioral psychol-
ogy; along with his son, he 
created Headspring, an on-
line reading program rooted 
in behavioral psychology.

Anderson and Parsons 
heard about Chautauqua 
through Anderson’s college 
roommate at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, the late Dick 
Bechtolt. Their first visit to 
Chautauqua was in 1972.

“Chautauqua was the first 
place he took me when we 
were dating,” Parsons said.

While Anderson claimed 
he comes to Chautauqua for 
a chance to sit and read, he 
and Parsons are quite active 
around the grounds. They 
are particularly fond of the 
cultural and artistic program-
ming and are avid supporters 
of the dance program. 

“We are nuts about ballet,” 
Anderson said.
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Ed Anderson and Joan Parsons pose on their porch at the Keystone.

In 1988, they both were 
part of Chautauqua’s famous 
delegation to the former Sovi-
et Union. Usually, they arrive 
at Chautauqua several weeks 
before the start of the season 
to attend the Road Scholar 
foreign affairs meetings in the 
Athenaeum Hotel.

Anderson and Parsons 
said they appreciate Chautau-
qua specifically because of its 
intellectually challenging at-
mosphere, which they chose 
to perpetuate by sponsoring 
the SIR program. Anderson, 

especially, said he relates the 
program back to his own ed-
ucation at the University of 
Chicago, which was rooted 
in constructive dialogue. He 
hopes that his and Parsons’ 
sponsorship of the SIR series 
helps share those pedagogical 
values with the community.

Anderson and Parsons 
said they value the role Chau-
tauqua plays in their lives and 
decided to give so that others 
can experience the Institution 
in the future.

“I’m copying other people 

who have given to Chautau-
qua,” Anderson said. “Chau-
tauqua wouldn’t be what it is 
without people saying, ‘This 
was an important part of my 
lives, and I want to keep it go-
ing. It’s based on the common 
good.”

The concern for the com-
mon good is a thread through-
out Anderson and Parsons’ 
lives, as well as the theme for 
this week, and they help sus-
tain it through their gifts to 
Chautauqua.

Anderson, Parsons support Chautauqua through Scholar in Residence

Lori Humphreys
Staff Writer

Chautauqua’s annual trea-
sure hunt, the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club Flea Market, 
will begin 9 a.m. Saturday 
and end at 2 p.m. — rain or 
shine. The half-price sale be-
gins at 1 p.m. The Flea Mar-
ket finds fill the driveway 
between the back of the Col-
onnade and the Chautauqua 
Police Department. For five 
hours, Chautauqua’s favorite 
bargain basement is open for 
business. If you are searching 
for summer household items, 
whether quirky or practical, 
the Flea Market is the first 
place to look.

Women’s Club member 
Marianne Karslake culls 
some of the best and most in-
teresting items for the Silent 
Auction.

“This is the year of the 
rocking chair,” she said, re-
ferring to the many differ-
ent rocking chair donations, 
which will be part of the Si-
lent Auction.

The auction also features 
wicker furniture, washstand, 
dining room tables, chairs, 
and vintage 1950s outdoor 
furniture.

This year’s sale offers pic-
ture frames, linens, working 
electronics, books, pots and 
pans, white plastic outdoor 
furniture, children’s toys and 
clothes — and for the shop-
pers who are thinking ahead, 
Christmas ornaments and 
tree holders.

Women’s Club members 
Barbara Hois and Maggie 
Lieber are the 2011 co-chairs 
of the Flea Market. They are 
managing 90 to 100 volun-
teers who have been organiz-
ing and re-organizing three 

rooms of donated items.
Hois offered a tour of the 

instant emporium. The ubiq-
uitous annual parade of bi-
cycles, perhaps the “bargain” 
of the sale, lined one wall.

“Not only are items twice 
treasured, some are three 
times treasured,” Hois said, 
pointing to a bicycle, which 
was donated last year and 

has returned to the sale for a 
second year.

Proceeds from the Flea 
Market provide for the 
Women’s Club-sponsored 
student scholarships, pro-
gramming and the Women’s 
Club facility.
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Maggie Lieber (left), co-chair of the Flea Market Silent Auction, Marianne 
Karslake, chair, and Barbara Hois (front), additional co-chair, pose in the 
behind Colonnade.

CWC prepares for flea market DANCE
studio preview

TODAY at 4 p.m.
Carnahan-Jackson Dance Studio

$5 fee with entry

Swimming
You’re invited to swim during 
hours when lifeguards 
are on duty at any of 
Chautauqua’s four public 
beaches. They are: Heinz 
Beach (at the foot of South 
Avenue), Children’s Beach, 
Pier Beach (both at the Pier 
Building, Miller Park) and 
University Beach (North 
Lake Drive near Prospect). 
Daily hours of operation 
are posted at each beach. 
Swimmers and sunbathers 
are requested to wear street 
clothes or a robe en route 
to and from beaches. Staff 
qualifications, water quality 
and safety equipment 
comply with all Chautauqua 
County Health Department 
regulations. An indoor 
swimming pool is open to 
the public daily for a fee 
at the Turner Community 
Center. For more information 
and hours, call 716-357-
6430.
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Theodore Olson listens to John Q. Barrett speak during the morning lecture in the Amphitheater on Thursday.

Olson: Constitutionality is a matter of common good
Nick Glunt
Staff Writer

Theodore Olson, former 
U.S. solicitor general, an-
swered questions from John 
Q. Barrett, professor of law at 
St. John’s University and fre-
quent Chautauqua speaker, 
on stage Thursday. Olson ad-
dressed a variety of topics, 
including his personal ex-
periences with the Supreme 
Court, the 9/11 attacks and 
California’s Proposition 8.

Olson was the fourth 
speaker in Week Two’s topic, 
“Applied Ethics: Government 
and the Search for the Com-
mon Good.”

“There are a lot of things 
that one could shoehorn into 
‘the common good,’” Barrett 
said, “but among the things 
we have in common is our 
system of law. … It creates our 
society. And that rule of law 
is in the hands of each of us, 
but particularly in the hands 
of our legal profession.”

Interpreting the  
Constitution

Barrett brought up the 
topic of constitutionality be-
ing “fixed,” as opposed to 
the Founding Fathers giving 
Americans the Constitution 
as a tool to work in whatever 
situation is required of it.

“I think that the idea that 
there’s one way to interpret 
the Constitution and that 
solves all your problems is 
just silly,” Olson said. “I also 
believe that the Constitution 
needs to be something that 
people attempt to interpret 
the way it was intended to 
be interpreted and to instill 
in our society the values that 
the people that passed that 
Constitution believed in and 
what they enacted.”

The problem, Olson said, 
lies in phrases like “due pro-
cess,” “reasonable searches 
and seizures” and “cruel and 
unusual punishment.” The 
application of those phrases 
is the Supreme Court justices’ 
choice to make, Olson said.

In the situation of reason-
able searches, the advance-
ment in technology compli-
cates the definition. With 
telephones and Internet, in-
vasions of privacy are made 
more possible and therefore 
less understood in terms of 
constitutionality, Olson said.

Judges, he said, must in-
terpret the Constitution in a 
way that makes sense in the 
context of today.

Personal experience
Olson outlined his path to 

practicing law, including his 
participation in a college de-
bate team, his appointment 
to the Office of Legal Coun-
sel under Ronald Reagan and 
being targeted in the Water-
gate investigation — after 
which it was discovered he 
was not involved.

Olson’s experience in 
law has given him the op-
portunity to represent 
causes and people he’s both 

AQ&
The transcript of the 
Q-and-A is available 
with this lecture recap 
at www.chqdaily.com

supported and opposed.
Among his most high-pro-

file cases, Olson represented 
George W. Bush in 2000’s 
Bush v. Gore and worked on 
a lawsuit against Proposi-
tion 8, a state Constitutional 
amendment that banned gay 
marriage in California.

Though he identifies him-
self as Republican, Olson 
said he doesn’t let that party 
line stand in his way of fol-
lowing the common good. As 
a lawyer, he said, he always 
has the choice to turn down 
cases. That doesn’t always 
mean he does.

Specifically, Olson is very 
supportive of gay marriage, 
despite his Republican Party 
affiliations. He teared up on 
stage, commenting on how 
the topic always gets him 
emotional.

“When you look into the 
eyes of the people who are 
affected (by Proposition 8),” 
Olson said, “you have to be 
emotional about it. (NPR’s) 
Nina Totenberg asked me in 
an interview, ‘You get emo-
tional when you talk about 
this, don’t you?’ and I said, 
‘What kind of person would 
I be if I didn’t?’”

In that way, he said, party 
ideologies are less important 
than personal beliefs.

Olson’s view of the com-
mon good is also affected by 
his wife’s death. His wife, 
Barbara Olson, was a pas-
senger on American Airlines 
Flight 77, the hijacked plane 
that crashed into the Penta-
gon on 9/11.

“I felt at the time that it 
was important for me to ap-
pear on various television 
shows and to talk about Bar-
bara, to talk about terrorism 
and to talk about process,” he 
said, “because Barbara was a 
public figure.”

Because Barbara was an 
author, Olson said, her face 
was one of the first to be re-
vealed as a victim of 9/11. He 
saw himself and his wife as 
personifying Americans that 
day. He was able to help peo-
ple cope because he, too, had 
faced pain that day.

The common good
Olson said he is very hope-

ful about the nation’s pursuit 
of the common good. The U.S. 
has survived world wars, ter-
rorism, slavery and discrimi-
nation, he said. He’s certain it 
can survive the problems the 
U.S. is facing now.

“I’m pretty optimistic. 
I think it’s important to be 
optimistic,” he said. “I think 
that, by and large, I have a lot 
of faith in the people of this 
country.”

Q: I will start by asking you 
if there are some issues 

that you hope will drift your 
way in terms of arguments that 
you’d like to make.

A: Well, I like that; I’ve 
been very blessed be-

cause I’ve had challenging 
legal questions come to me 
that I get to argue in federal 
appeals courts or, in many 
times, in the Supreme Court. 
It’s a thrill for a lawyer to be 
in the Supreme Court; it’s a 
thrill for anyone to have the 
opportunity to deal with 
these things, and I don’t have 
a checklist. I have some cas-
es that I hope the Supreme 
Court will take, and so we 
want those to be heard, but 
if there are difficult legal 
problems that present con-
stitutional challenges where 
it’s really going to be a con-
test in the Supreme Court, I’d 
love to do it. Now, I love cases 
involving individual liber-
ties — freedom of speech 
and freedom of the press and 
things like that — but I’ll 
take pretty much anything if 
it’s really an interesting case, 
and it doesn’t involve certain 
things that I wouldn’t want 
anything to do with. But I 
argued, for example, on the 
decision that the President 
of the United States really 
doesn’t like, Citizens United, 

WANT TO 
HEAR MORE?
To hear
Theodore 
Olson’s  
pre-lecture 
podcast with 
Joan Brown 
Campbell, 
director of 
religion at 
Chautauqua 
Institution, 
please visit 
http://podcasts.
ciweb.org/

that has to do with whether  
corporations can express 
their views with respect to 
people running for office. I 
argued that case and won it, 
but five years before, I argued 
the opposite side of the case 
on behalf of the government, 
and we won and upheld the 
federal election laws, so I’ve 
sort of been on both sides of 
these issues, and it’s really 
fun to have the chance to be 
in the arena.

Q: We have some questions 
about your opinions on 

recent Supreme Court rulings. 
I think you just mentioned Citi-
zens United, but what about 
the Wal-Mart legislation?

A: I have to disclose a bias; 
my law firm represents 

Wal-Mart. I was on the brief; 
I helped my partner win that 
case, I think, and I’ve debated 
about it a little bit. I was over 
in Europe when the deci-
sion came down, and several 
people that were on the bik-
ing group with me thought 
that it was a terrible decision 
because the class of plaintiffs 
lost, and the big corporation 
won. But really it involved, 
and part of the case was a 
nine-to-zero decision on the 
meaning of certain provi-
sions of the federal rules of 
civil procedure about when 
class actions can be brought, 
and when a class is just too 
big and too unmanageable 
and doesn’t have enough 
in common. I think the Su-
preme Court, again having 
disclosed my bias, got it ab-
solutely right that this was a 
class of a million and a half 
people that included people 
that alleged to have been 
discriminated against and 
people that had not been dis-
criminated against, people 
that had been promoted, 
people that were supervi-
sors, people that had made 
the employment decisions 
because of the way the com-
pany was structured. But the 
real issue is how you handle 
class actions where individu-
als are not representing their 
case, but they’re represent-
ing someone else’s case, and 
they’re representing people 
that won’t be heard but will 
be affected, sometimes ad-
versely, by a decision, and 

how far do we go with that 
kind of representative liti-
gation? So I think it was the 
right decision.

Q: There are about three 
questions that I’ve seen 

so far about the connection be-
tween the 14th Amendment and 
the current budget crisis and 
asking for your comments about 
that.

A: I’m not sure what the 
questions relate to. I 

think the things that we’ve 
been hearing about, with 
respect to Obamacare, the 
health care issues, have 
to do with the commerce 
clause, and when how far 
can the government go with 
respect to imposing require-
ments that you buy insur-
ance or pay a fine — that’s 
sort of a commerce clause 
issue. The budget crisis and 
the 14th Amendment, I’m 
not sure I have an opinion 
about because I’m not sure 
precisely what the issue is. 
Barrett: I think what it’s 
asking about is a Section 
4 argument. I have my 
pocket Constitution — 
Olson: He’s been waiting for 
the chance to drag that out. 
I thought you were going to 
nail me after the questions.
Barrett: The only reason he 
didn’t bring his is because 
he knew I was carrying it for 
both of us. But there’s an argu-
ment that’s percolating about 
Section 4 of the 14th Amend-
ment that’s the validity of 
the public debt shall not be 
questioned. In other words, 
that a debt ceiling might be 
unconstitutional pursuant 
to that declarative phrase. 
Olson: You know, I haven’t 
studied that. I don’t know 
the answer to that question. 
This is maybe the next case. 
Whoever really cares about 
that and can afford to…

Q: Justice (Robert H.) Jack-
son was a graduate of 

Albany Law School, asserts this 
questioner. Is it healthy that all 
the present Supreme Court jus-
tices went to Yale or Harvard?

A: That’s a really good 
point. There’s six, I 

think, Harvard and three 
Yale. There’s three from Princ-
eton; there are six Catholics, 
not one Protestant on the Su-
preme Court, so we have di-
versity on the Supreme Court 
in some respects, and we 
don’t have diversity. There’s 
mostly people from the East. 
The ones that came from Cal-
ifornia, Justice Kennedy and 
Justice Breyer, actually both 
went to Harvard, so they all 
come out of the same sys-
tem. There’s 36 clerks, four 
per justice, and virtually all 
of them went to Ivy League 
schools, maybe a couple from 
Chicago, a couple from Stan-
ford, and they all clerked for 
the same federal circuit court 
judges before they went to 
the Supreme Court. And I’ve 
actually kidded justices on 
the Supreme Court and said, 
“Don’t tell me about diversi-
ty, you know, if you didn’t go 
to Harvard or Yale, you’re not 
on the Supreme Court. You’re 
all thinking the same,” and 
then they come back with, 
“Well, did you read that 
last five-to-four decision?” I 
think it’s an interesting ques-
tion, but I don’t know where 
we come out on that. I will 
say, especially because John’s 
involved in this, that Justice 
Jackson ought to be an exam-
ple for every Supreme Court 
justice.

Q: There are a couple of peo-
ple in the audience who 

want to know about your part-
nership with David Boies and 
what your current relationship 
is with him.

A: David Boies is one of 
the outstanding law-

yers in the United States. If 
you ever watch him cross-
examine a witness, you’ll 
say, “There’s no question 
about who’s the best lawyer 
in the world.” He’s fascinat-
ing to watch; he’s wonder-
ful to work with. When I 
was approached about the 
Proposition 8 case, I decided 
that it would be unhealthy 
if it was just about me. So 
what I wanted to do, and 
I don’t mean that it was all 
going to be about me, but I 
didn’t want our issues to get 
distracted by the fact that I 
was a Bush v. Gore guy, so 
I said, “We need to get a 
prominent, highly respected 
lawyer who’s been in the 
Supreme Court who’s iden-
tified with the other part of 
the political spectrum, and I 
thought, “What a great idea 
it would be if I could talk 
David Boies into this,” and I 
called him up on the phone, 
and everybody that was 
involved in the case said, 
“That’d be fantastic. Do you 
think he would do it?” and 
I said, “Let’s ask him,” and 
I called him up, and I didn’t 
even get the question out be-
fore he said “yes.” So, what 
that has allowed us to do is 
go to the American people 
and say it’s not a conserva-
tive or liberal issue; it’s not 
Republicans or Democrats; 
it’s not even gay lawyers 
representing gay people. It 
is a matter of constitutional 
imperative, of human rights, 
American rights, liberty and 
freedom, and then people 
want to put us on camera to 
ask us questions about what 
it’s like to work together, 
and it gives us an opportu-
nity to talk about the issues 
and the people we repre-
sent because we know, we 
can win this case in court, 
but if we don’t win it also 
in the court of public opin-
ion, we won’t have achieved 
our aims. But if at the end of 
the day, we win this case in 
court and the American peo-
ple said, “Of course, that’s 
the right outcome,” then we 
will have succeeded. So, I’ll 
say one more thing; David 
Boies is an absolute delight 
to work with, and we’re co-
chairing a task force for the 
ABA that is trying to publi-
cize the plight of our judicial 
systems in the United States 
that are being affected by 
budget cuts, which means 
poor people don’t have ac-
cess to the courts. But we’re 
also on the opposite side of 
this football case. We went 
biking in Croatia two weeks 
ago. Our wives are great 
friends and colleagues; he’s 
a wonderful person to work 
with, and the teamwork has 
been spectacular.

—Transcribed by
Emma Morehart



Emily Perper
Staff Writer

“The moral tradition of 
our religions can contribute 
to a rich moral debate about 
what the common good is in 
America and a more vibrant 
and robust debate about 
what the common good is for 
(the) world,” said Rabbi Da-
vid Saperstein. “A new world 
is being fashioned before our 
eyes. That new world has 
within it the seeds of great 
possibilities but of deep and 
profound dangers as well.”

Saperstein is a rabbi, po-
litical lobbyist and lawyer, 
as well as the director and 
chief legal counsel at the 
Union for Reform Judaism’s 
Religious Action Center. He 
is the current co-chair of the 
Coalition to Preserve Reli-
gious Liberty. His lecture, 
“The Use and Abuse of Reli-
gious Traditions in Contem-
porary Political Debates: A 
Jewish Perspective,” was the 
third installment in the Week 
Two interfaith lecture theme, 
“The Role of Religion in En-
gaging Citizens for the Com-
mon Good.”

According to Saperstein, 
religious dogma should be 
used not to dictate laws but to 
provide a moral framework.

“In truth, the Jewish tra-
dition does not suggest that 
the Jewish legal answer … 
should be binding upon a 
non-Jewish society,” he said. 

This belief is rooted in a 
covenantal philosophy, that 
only the Jews who stood at 
Mount Sinai entered a con-
tract with God and subse-
quently, Jewish law. Judaism 
is also not a religion that 
seeks to proselytize, Saper-
stein said.

Nevertheless, the idea of 
“ethical monotheism” per-
vades human history, Saper-
stein said, as he listed parts 
of Judaism that are universal 
to most philosophies.

First, there are other cove-
nants, like that of Noah, who 
stood in for all of humanity. 
Noah’s encounter resulted 
in several universal laws, 
including laws prohibiting 
murder and stealing.

In addition, Jews are ob-
ligated to improve their sur-
roundings constantly.

“The law of the land in 
which Jews live is the law 
that Jews live by, so long as it 
doesn’t require violating a re-
ligious law … or discriminat-
ed against Jews,” Saperstein 
said, meaning that Jews must 
work to improve the laws 
of the place where they live, 
rather than conform them to 
the standards of religious law.

Jews are called to be the 
light of the nations, not a 
light to the nations.

“The idea is wherever we 
are, we have to be a force for 
good,” Saperstein said. “We 
have to be a force for justice 
and peace … to work with-
in the legal structure of the 
countries in which we live; 
to make it more just, more 
fair, more equitable for more 
people.”

Saperstein emphasized 
the importance of preserv-
ing the history of Jews and 
Judaism to understand the 
political discussions that oc-
cur today.

Next, he listed several 
principles that are shared by 
many societies and cultures 
throughout history, such as 
the infinite value of life, cre-
ation in the image of God 

and the fundamental equal-
ity of all people. Another be-
lief is in the perfectibility of 
individuals in society.

“The Messianic times 
would come … out of history, 
through human initiative,” 
he said. “It would be brought 
about step by step through 
caring people, just like us, 
gradually making the world 
a better place. That doesn’t 
mean we can make ourselves 
perfect. It means we can con-
stantly make ourselves better.”

This idea resulted in uni-
versal education, he said. 

“Judaism was never a tra-
dition that saw justice being 
played out in the passive 
articulation of the rights to 
which others were entitled,” 
Saperstein said, an approach 
that is less abstract and more 
pragmatic.

Saperstein also named the 
accountability of powerful 
leaders, the concept of dis-
tributive justice and the pro-
tection of God’s creation.

The final universal char-
acteristic was freedom of 
choice, what Saperstein re-
vered as “perhaps Judaism’s 
most significant contribution 
to Western thought.”

“While they are not in-
tended to be binding on non-
Jewish societies — and this is 
crucial — they may well be 

relevant,” he said. “What we 
as moral human beings are 
commanded to do by God is 
to test those human inven-
tions, the policies our lead-
ers put before us, by whether 
they further impede those 
universal values.”

Saperstein applied his 
ideas to two sets of philo-
sophical issues. The first was 
economic justice.

“What is the role of the 
public sector?” Saperstein 
asked.

He explained that liberals 
and conservatives have vast-
ly different ideas about this 
question.

“There’s no answer in the 
Bible to this question,” he said.

The Bible says only that 
the hungry should be fed 
and the orphan and widow 
should be cared for, he said, 
and in Jesus’ time, there were 
five social institutions set up 
to fulfill these needs.

“The government played 
the key role in ensuring that 
this would be done,” he said. 
“There was extensive gov-
ernment regulation of the 
economy.”

Jews paid voluntary char-
ity dues, and the government 
collected these like taxes.

“The model of the Jew-
ish tradition and the model 
of creating institutions that 

ensure that the poor will be 
helped and paid for by our 
taxes and regulated by the 
government is one that ac-
cords very strongly with the 
liberal model in the debates 
we have today,” he said.

Saperstein encouraged 
the audience to reconsider 
the harmfulness of debt and 
touted the Jubilee economic 
model of debt relief, which 
is being explored by modern 
organizations.

The Jewish stance toward 
social issues, such as abor-
tion and gay rights, is “not 
quite conservative, not quite 
liberal,” Saperstein said.

The Scriptures make no 
mention of same-sex rela-
tions between women — 
only men.

“It would be hard to find 
anything that would say if 
people refrained from partic-
ipating in those acts whether 
or not there would be any 
kind of penalty to somebody 
or discrimination allowed 
against someone simply be-

cause of their sexual orienta-
tion,” he said. “I don’t know 
what the argument would 
be about the biblical basis for 
such discrimination.”

Regarding abortion, 
Saperstein was frank in his 
admission that he believes 
women have the fundamen-
tal right of freedom of choice, 
“(which) argues powerfully 
in secular America,” he said.

The health of the woman 
comes first, he said, and dif-
ferent rabbis differ on the 
topic. He emphasized once 
more that the universal val-

ues shared by many religious 
and secular traditions, not 
Jewish law, should guide the 
United States.

“Good moral people can 
differ on (these issues),” he 
said. “But the one sin from all 
of our religious traditions is to 
close our eyes to injustice and 
close our ears to suffering.

“We are rather mandated 
to dirty our hands and (to) 
the gritty task of building a 
better world. The creating of 
the common good … is our 
greatest heritage.”
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Rabbi David Saperstein delivers his lecture, “The Use and Abuse of Religions Traditions in Contemporary Political Debates: A Jewish Perspective,” Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy.

Saperstein: Jews obligated to be forces for justice, peace, fairness, equality

“The idea is wherever we are, we have to  
be a force for good. We have to be a force  
for justice and peace … to work within the  
legal structure of the countries in which we  
live; to make it more just, more fair, more 
equitable for more people.”

—Rabbi David Saperstein
Director, Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism
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It took some doing, but 
members of my family and 
I had lunch with Bishop V. 
Gene Robinson Wednesday. 
The nice thing about do-
ing an interview over lunch 
is that others got to ask the 
questions they wanted, and 
I could listen and take notes. 
We had a wonderful chat 
and talked about a variety of 
ideas and issues.

“As a bishop, I haven’t 
preached to the same con-
gregation in a long time,” 
Robinson said. “It is fun to 
build on a theme with the 
same people every day. I get 
the most thoughtful com-
ments, insightful questions, 
interesting stories and new 
references. Chautauqua is a 
rare audience. They want to 
be there. They are interested; 
they think; and they like a 
challenge. And there is no 
hesitation to take me on or to 
give me feedback. Of course, 
the people in New Hamp-
shire are not hesitant either.”

His diocese has 47 con-
gregations and nine summer 
chapels, mostly in the White 
Mountains. It takes him a 
year and a half to get around 
and have Sunday worship 

with each congregation. The 
size of the diocese allows 
him to really get to know the 
congregations and the clergy 
and their families, Robinson 
said.

“I really do know the con-
gregations,” he said. “Some-
times I go to a meeting at a 
parish, and I can remember 
situations that happened two 
or three rectors back and tell 
them about it. No one else 
has that memory. My election 
as bishop was not a big politi-
cal statement. They knew me, 
and I knew them, and they 
were electing one of their 
own.”

Robinson announced his 
intended retirement earlier 
this year, and he is already 
working on setting the stage 
for the next part of his life. He 
has written articles for Sally 
Quinn’s “On Faith” column 
and will submit his sermons 
to her after this week to see if 
they might be published.

“I just did one on the econ-
omy,” he said. “The preach-
ing I am doing at Chautau-
qua this week would make a 
nice five-part series.”

He is also working with 
the Center for American 
Progress, run by John Podes-
ta. He did a public interview 
with Bishop Christopher Se-

Photo | Demetrius Freeman

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson delivers the sermon at Thursday morning worship in the Amphitheater.

Column by MARY LEE TALBOT

Morning Worship

“If you don’t find this story frightening, you are not 
paying attention,” said The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Rob-
inson, referring to the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus found in Luke 16:19-31.

“It is one of the most haunting and challenging stories 
that Jesus told,” Robinson said. “I want to set it aside, be-
cause it puts me in the crosshairs of condemnation.”

Robinson was speaking to the congregation of the 9:15 
a.m. Thursday morning worship service. His title was “From 
‘More’ to ‘Enough’: Moral Economics in the Me-First World.”

“It is pretty clear where I am in this story, and it is not a 
pretty picture,” Robinson said. “I am a rich man, not like the 
rich people on Wall Street, but I know that I can buy a new 
microwave if mine goes on the fritz. I have a nest egg and 
a pension, and my only debt is my mortgage. I am comfort-
able.”

The protagonist, the rich man in the story, was comfort-
able, too. He was not a bad man; he never treated Lazarus in 
an evil way.

“He didn’t notice him,” Robinson said. “Lazarus ap-
peared at his gated community and asked the guard if there 
was anything to eat from the man’s table, and he was told no. 
The rich man was oblivious to the need around him.”

But on Judgment Day, he was able to see, and yet he still 
maintained his arrogant and privileged attitude in the after-
life. He talked to Abraham and told him to send Lazarus to 
his brothers as if Lazarus was not in the room.

“Abraham told him, ‘You had your chance, and you blew 
it,’” Robinson said.

Robinson said this story works from a global perspective 
as well, of fat America talking to a third-world nation beg-
ging for help. “We simply don’t take notice of the plight of 
those who are not as fortunate,” Robinson said. “Every three 
seconds, someone dies of hunger. Every three seconds. And 
yet someone has returned from the dead to warn us, and we 
hardly believe a word of it.”

He asserted that one-sixth of Jesus’ words and one-third 
of his parables talk about the danger to the soul of money.

“If you don’t like your pastor talking about money all the 
time, you would really have hated Jesus,” he said. “We can’t 
serve God and mammon. A camel can go through the eye of 
a needle more easily than a rich man can get into heaven. In 
the book of Acts, the new Christian community held every-
thing in common. People sold land and houses and gave the 
money to the apostles. When Ananias and Sapphira held 
back some money, they were stricken dead.

“I don’t like hearing this, and I don’t know how to amend 
my life, but I have to start somewhere. The American dream 
has always been about more, and we bemoan the fact that 
the next generation will have less than the previous one. But 
maybe this is a good thing, especially if the greatest danger 
to our souls is money. The greatest danger to America is the 
gap between rich and poor within America and between 
America and the world.”

Americans are 6 percent of the population and use 50 
percent of the world’s resources, Robinson said.

“Some say we give away too much in foreign aid, but 
actually, we are near the bottom in sharing,” he said. “We 
are not as generous a nation as we think. There are those 
who still believe that climate change is a figment of the 
liberal imagination. Am I the only one who wonders what 
our children and grandchildren will say about the melting of 
the polar ice cap? ‘What were they thinking?’ The answer is 
more, more, more.”

Robinson said that at a dinner with friends, someone sug-
gested it is time for a revolution.

“I was sympathetic to the feeling, but it would call for a 
drastic change of hearts,” he said. “I know that it seems odd 
to talk about a revolution in beautiful, serene, picture-perfect 
Chautauqua, but I would like to suggest a modest proposal, 
an American evolution that would reframe the American 
dream from ‘more’ to ‘enough.’ Can we move to ‘What do I 
need,’ and not, ‘What do I want?’ Would more resources be 
available for others? Could I give up some of my resources so 
that 45 million people would have access to health care?”

He said that some people would call it un-American, but 
our ethic of more is not godly or holy.

“If not us,” he said, “who will set us on a better course as 
humble Americans, Christians and children of God?

“One of the most quoted and most often ignored saying of 
Jesus is ‘Consider the lilies of the field.’ What makes us feel 

secure? Can a large 401K make us secure from life’s vicissi-
tudes? Or will we look back on Judgment Day and say, ‘What 
was I thinking? Go warn my brothers and sisters.’ Homeland 
security is a myth. Our only homeland is heaven, and our 
only security is God. The only security plan that won’t let us 
down is in God.”

Generosity is freeing, Robinson said.
“It is astounding how free we become when our security 

is in God,” he said. “I finally became a tither, and I was the 
greatest beneficiary. The check has to be large enough to put 
a lump in my throat, but I give because I need to give; my 
soul needs it.

“The endless pursuit of more is endless because it is 
insatiable. The more we get, the more we want. Are we brave 
enough to give up our addiction and join ‘More Things 
Anonymous? Hi, my name is Gene and I need your help for 
me to live with less.’ We need a new American evolution. 
Maybe the contribution of religion to the common good is to 
live with enough, for the benefit of our souls. It’s worth a try, 
don’t you think?”

The Rev. Kirkland Reynolds, associate pastor of the Silver 
Spring Cooperative Parish (United Methodist) in Silver 
Spring, Md., read the Scripture. Pastor Scott Maxwell presid-
ed. The Motet Choir, under the direction of Jared Jacobsen, 
organist and coordinator of worship and sacred music, sang 
“Until I Found the Lord,” arranged by André J. Thomas.

Robinson had several requests for the benediction he 
gave at the Wednesday morning worship service. It is called 
“A Fourfold Franciscan Blessing,” author unknown, and is 
printed below. 

May God bless you with a restless discomfort about easy an-
swers, half-truths and superficial relationships, so that you may 
seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart. Amen.

May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and 
exploitation of people, so that you may tirelessly work for justice, 
freedom, and peace among all people. Amen.

May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who 
suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they 
cherish, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and 
transform their pain into joy. Amen.

May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you 
really CAN make a difference in this world, so that you are able, 
with God’s grace, to do what others claim cannot be done. Amen.

nyonjo of Uganda about our 
relationship with that coun-
try and foreign aid.

“He is risking his life and 
that of his wife and family to 
protect gays and lesbians in 
Uganda, “ Robinson said.

He is scheduled to do an-
other public interview with 
the head of the EPA in Sep-
tember.

He said he is pleased that 
CAP is adding “a moral voice 
to a liberal think tank.”

“Conservatives love reli-
gious leaders, but they make 
liberals nervous,” he said. 
“Podesta is a Roman Catholic 
and a very spiritual person. I 
am being funded there right 
now by the Arcus Founda-
tion and the Johnson Family 
Foundation,” he said.

When asked about the 
distribution of the film “For 
The Bible Tells Me So,” pro-
duced by Chautauquan Dan 
Karslake, he said, “It has 
been huge. I still get an email 
a week from somewhere in 
the world. It is being used in 
colleges and churches. Peo-
ple tell me it changed their 
lives and they sent it to their 
parents or grandparents or 
brothers and sisters and it 
changed their relationships. 
It has amazed us all. Last 
week, I had an email from 
Latvia. It is the international 
messages that are so stun-
ning.”

He said that being in 
Chautauqua for a week was a 

dream come true.
“I had been here before 

but only stayed for 36 hours,” 
Robinson said. “When I was 
contacted about coming, I 
ran around the house shout-
ing for joy. This week is right 
up my alley, and it is a theme 
that I want to make a contri-
bution to after I retire.”

The topic of gay marriage 
came up, and he offered an 
opinion on the failure of 
Proposition 8 in California.

“We have let the religious 
right speak for all Christians, 

and liberals have been reti-
cent to speak out,” he said. 
“But there are other perspec-
tives to be articulated. Liber-
als wanted to just leave reli-
gion alone. I think the LGBT 
community was so resistant 
to accept help from religious 
people that they rebuffed lib-
eral Christian efforts.”

He continued, “It takes 
people inside religious in-
stitutions to fight the re-
ligious right. You have to 
know the language and not 

be intimidated when people 
quote Scripture. You have 
to clearly love the church to 
change things. CAP woke 
up to this, that all Chris-
tians are not the same, that 
there is a theological ratio-
nale for what we do. It is the 
maturing of the liberals.”

Robinson looks forward to upcoming retirement, continued preaching

Automated Teller 
Machines

An automated teller 
machines (ATM), are 
located in the Main 
Gate Welcome Center, 
Colonnade lobby and 
Athenaeum Hotel lobby 
during the summer season.
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c o m m u n i t y

Sarah Gelfand
Staff Writer

At 9:30 a.m., Sylvia Faust’s 
grandchildren are all down 
at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club, 
and Faust has a rare quiet 
moment. For most of the 
summer, this year-round 
Chautauqua resident has a 
full house.

Faust’s two children and 
five grandchildren spend 
much of the season with her, 
and she channels their en-
ergy into her own volunteer 
work on the grounds. Faust, 
a Chautauquan for almost a 
half-century, serves on the 
Chautauqua Foundation’s 
planned giving committee.

Originally from Beaver 
Falls, Pa., Faust lived in West 
Palm Beach, Fla., for 40 years 
and worked as a special edu-
cation teacher before settling 
permanently at Chautauqua 
in 2001. Her late husband, H. 
David Faust, grew up spend-
ing his summers at the In-
stitution, and in 1967, Sylvia 
visited for the first time.

The family bought a 
house in the fall of 1974 and 
started staying at Chautau-
qua soon after.

“From then on, the chil-
dren and I came all summer,” 
Sylvia Faust said.

Soon, Chautauqua became 
a full family affair.

“My parents came, too,” 
she said. “They all helped 
when we bought this house 
to renovate. We had no mon-
ey, but we had lots of people.”

When she’s not “dog-sit-
ting or grandchild-sitting,” 
Faust said she spends much of 
the nine-week season serving 
on the house committee of the 

Presbyterian House and on 
the Wensley Committee for 
more than 12 years.

“The (Wensley) was in re-
ally bad shape, and it’s been 
a huge improvement thanks 
to Mrs. Hagen’s support,” 
Faust said, referencing Susan 
Hagen’s donation to restore 
the former Wensley Guest 
House, where Chautauqua’s 
program guests stay.

Most days, Faust can be 
found at the 10:45 a.m. lec-
ture or the symphony con-
certs, which she especially 
enjoys. Several years ago, 
Faust and her children gave a 
practice shack in memory of 
her late husband.

“My son John had a sign 
put in it that says, ‘Hey Dad, 
bet you didn’t think we’d ap-
preciate this classical stuff,’” 
Faust said. “When they were 
young, we required them to 
go to the first 30 minutes of 
the concerts.”

During the off-season, 
Faust extends her volunteer 
service outside of the Insti-
tution’s gates. For at least a 

decade, she has served on 
the board of the Chautau-
qua Home Rehabilitation 
and Improvement Corpora-
tion, which provides low-
income housing.

Faust is also active in 
Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national.

“I got interested in Habi-
tat years ago when (founder) 
Millard Fuller came here to 
speak,” Faust said. “So then, 
I started doing some work 
with them, and I’ve taken 
several Habitat trips abroad.”

Combining her love of 
travel with her commitment 
to service, Faust has charted 
the world with Habitat for 
Humanity, traveling to East-
ern Europe, Oceania, the 
Middle East and Africa. She 
often finds herself in less-
than-stable places when she 
travels with Habitat, such as 
South Africa, which she vis-
ited four years after the end 
of Apartheid.

“My last trip was to Jordan 
two years ago,” Faust said. 
“At that point, my son said 
to me, ‘Do you know there’s 
a war in the next country?’ 
And I said I wasn’t going to 
worry about it. I like travel-
ing with a purpose in mind.”

Faust works with Habitat 
locally, as well. 

“We’re just starting a new 
house in Mayville,” she said. 
“We finished one last Au-
gust, and we are also doing 
one in Silver Creek. There are 
a number of Chautauquans 
who do work for Habitat,” 
Faust said.

Among her various com-
mitments on the grounds, 
Faust spent eight years as a 
member of the board of trust-

ees at Chautauqua.
Now, as a member of the 

three-year-old Planned Giv-
ing Committee, Faust asks 
Chautauquans to help en-
sure the future of the Institu-
tion by remembering Chau-
tauqua Foundation in their 
will or other estate plans. 
Faust’s experience as a tax-
preparer certainly helps in 
this way. She enjoys the ser-
vice element of her work on 
the committee but also the 
many friendships she forms 
with the Chautauquans she 
meets.

“This Institution is not 
going to survive without 
philanthropy, and planned 
giving is part of that,” Faust 
said. “I joined the committee 
because I think it’s important 
for people to give. Making a 
planned gift is a good way 
for people to do that, particu-
larly for those who can’t give 
an amount now.”

Faust has given back 
on her own and not just in 
time and energy. Twenty 
years ago, Faust made her 
own planned gift by mak-
ing Chautauqua Foundation 
a beneficiary of a charitable 
remainder trust. After her 
lifetime, a portion of the trust 
value will be added to her 
late husband’s endowment 
fund for Chautauqua. 

“I think giving is very im-
portant; the Chautauqua pro-
gram couldn’t go on if people 
didn’t give more than just 
their gate ticket,” Faust said.

Often fitting up to 12 fam-
ily members and friends in 
her house, Faust serves as a 
true Chautauqua hostess, en-
suring the Chautauqua expe-
rience continues for others.

“I want to see another 138 
years of Chautauqua, and 
I have grandchildren who 
might be around for a good 
deal of that time,” Faust said.

Because she made Chautau-
qua a beneficiary of a chari-
table remainder trust, Faust 
has become a member of the 
Eleanor B. Daugherty Society, 

a group of Chautauquans who 
have remembered the Founda-
tion in their will, trust or other 
life-income gift arrangement. 
For more information on how 
you can include Chautauqua 
in your estate plans, contact 
Karen Blozie, director of Gift 
Planning, Chautauqua Founda-
tion, at 716-357-6244 or email 
kblozie@ciweb.org.

David Zinman will share his “Chautauqua Memories” 
at the Hebrew Congregation’s Shirley Lazarus Sunday 
Speaker Series at 8 p.m. Sunday in the Hurlbut Memorial 
Community United Methodist Church sanctuary. Zinman 
began his journalistic career at Chautauqua at age 13, sell-
ing The Chautauquan Daily on the grounds. He also served 
as a copy boy before graduating to reporter and covering 
athletic events at Chautauqua. This was to be the training 
ground for a career in journalism as a reporter for the Long 
Island newspaper Newsday and the Associated Press Bu-
reau in New Orleans. He is the author of 50 Classic Motion 
Pictures and The Day Huey Long Was Shot. Zinman also has 
written plays and short stories. Around Chautauqua, he is 
known for leading the Classic Film Series presented each 
season at the Chautauqua Cinema.

Photo | Demetrius Freeman 

Sylvia Faust poses on the front porch of her home at 17 Ames.

Having married into Chautauqua, Faust finds a place to grow family roots

Hazlett Chaplaincy supports ministry of Jefforts Schori, Robinson Zinman to share Chautauqua 
memories at Hebrew Congregation 

The Samuel M. and Mary 
E. Hazlett Memorial Chap-
laincy and the J. Everett Hall 
Memorial Chaplaincy have 
provided funding for the 
ministry of The Most Rev. 
Katharine Jefferts Schori, 
presiding Episcopal bishop 
and primate, on Sunday, July 
3, and The Rt. Rev. V. Gene 
Robinson, ninth bishop, Epis-
copal diocese of New Hamp-
shire, through Week Two. 

Dr. Samuel M. Hazlett was 
born in 1879 in Allegheny 
County, Pa. Hazlett gradu-
ated from Waynesburg Col-
lege where he later received 
a Litt.D. degree. An attorney 
in Pittsburgh and Tarentum, 
Pa., Hazlett was a senior 
member of the firm of Ha-
zlett, Gannon and Walter.

Mrs. Hazlett, a Pittsburgh 
resident, first came to Chau-

tauqua for a Sunday school 
convention before her mar-
riage to Dr. Hazlett in 1902. 
She participated actively in 
Chautauqua organizations 
such as the Women’s Club, in 
which she was an officer, and 
the Presbyterian House. She 
was a 1912 CLSC graduate.

Dr. Hazlett and other 
Chautauquans formed the 
Chautauqua Reorganization 
Corporation when, during 
the Depression, it became 
evident that Chautauqua 
needed to be financially re-
organized. Dr. Hazlett was 
elected president of the 
corporation, which raised 
funds to free Chautauqua of 
more than $1 million in debt 
and to allow the Institution 
to operate even though in re-
ceivership.

Dr. Hazlett was elected 

president of the Chautauqua 
Board of Trustees Executive 
Committee following the 
Institution’s release from re-
ceivership. After Dr. Arthur 
Bestor’s death in 1944, Dr. 
Hazlett became executive 
vice president of the Institu-
tion. In 1947, he was elected 
president, a position he held 
until his death in 1956. A 
street on the north end of the 
grounds is named in memo-
ry of Dr. Hazlett.

The Hazlett descendants 
continue to spend their sum-
mer months at their homes 
here on the grounds.

The J. Everett Hall Chap-
laincy was created through 
gifts given by Mr. Hall’s 
widow, in his memory, to the 
Chautauqua Foundation. The 
late Mrs. Hall spent many 
summers as a guest at the 

Spencer Hotel. Her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Frances Hall Gruen 
Ballard, was a favorite pupil 
of Ernest Hutcheson (who 
became head of Chautau-
qua’s piano department in 
1911 and head of The Julliard 
School in 1937). She appeared 
in many duo-piano recitals 
with Rudolph Gruen in New 
York, Chautauqua and across 
the country. 

Mrs. Natalie Chisholm, 
Mr. Hall’s grandniece, was 
active at Chautauqua. 

Charitable Support
Did you know your gate ticket covers less than 60 percent of the programs you are enjoying today?

As a not-for-profit organization, Chautauqua is dependent upon philanthropy to offset its revenues and 
cover costs associated with its morning lecture platform, evening entertainment, fine and performing arts 
schools, children’s programming, etc. 

All the artistic and intellectual stimulation that you enjoy on a daily basis is an expression of the generosity 
of hundreds of Chautauquans who have made a gift above and beyond their gate ticket. Please consider 
making a gift to Chautauqua’s annual fund.

You may learn more by calling 716-357-6407 or perusing www.ciweb.org/giving. Better yet, drop by 
for a visit with us in the Colonnade on Bestor Plaza.
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M U S I C

Leah Rankin
Staff Writer

An opera production de-
rives from the music, not 
the other way around, said 
Jay Lesenger, artistic/gen-
eral director of Chautauqua 
Opera Company. Sometimes 
directors will have a concept 
in mind before delving into 
a production, but Lesenger 
said he believes in a firm un-
derstanding of opera and its 
traditions before interpreting 
the music for the stage.

“I’m not of the school 
that I have to do something 
different to make it true,” 
Lesenger said. “I’m all for in-
novation, but that’s not how 

I go about looking at a piece. 
I don’t say, ‘How can we do 
this differently?’ I just say, 

‘How can we do it well?’”
At 1:15 p.m. today, Lesen-

ger will teach a master class 
for opera students in Fletcher 
Music Hall. He will not be 
there to help these students 
with their singing, per se. 
Instead, he will give them a 
lesson in acting.

Lessenger currently is  
working on the final touch-
es of Luisa Miller, the first 
of two operas that will be 
performed by Chautauqua 
Opera Company this sum-
mer. He said that every opera 
has its own challenges. For 
a singer, that means under-
standing the structure of an 
opera in terms of its pace, 
music and context. Take the 

composer Richard Wagner, 
for example.

“The secret to Wagner, and 
I discovered this with Lohen-
grin, is that you can’t make 
excuses for what the com-
poser is giving you,” Lesen-
ger said. “Wagner does take 
longer, and you just have to 
accept that. A Wagner kiss is 
simply longer than a Verdi 
kiss, and once you accept 
that, then it’s fun.”

Acting in opera is quite 
different from the kind of act-
ing expected from a film or 
television. The power of the 
music and the emotion inher-
ent in the words or libretto is 
so grandiose that acting can 
quickly become a distraction.

Lesenger equates the act-
ing in opera to the acting in 
Shakespeare. Physical move-
ments must be calculated 
so as not to overwhelm the 
language and drama that is 
already so dense. It is part of 
what thrills Lesenger about 
opera and about Shakespeare 
— the sense of “the voice fill-
ing the void.”

“This is high melodrama,” 
Lesenger said, “and every-
thing is emotionally fraught 
and over the top. If you play 
against that, it’s harder to 
sing, and it doesn’t fulfill the 
moments of the piece. These 
are people who are poison-
ing each other, extorting 
each other and seducing each 

other. There’s nothing small 
about that.”

For Lesenger, today’s 
master class will be about 
reminding singers that their 
arias are not independent of 
the opera itself. Arias stem 
from an emotional and dra-
matic story, just like every 
opera has its own context 
and history. The sooner sing-
ers can use their voices and 
their bodies to support the 
story being told on stage, the 
better, he said.

Today’s master class is 
presented by the Chautau-
qua Opera Guild. There is a 
small admission fee for non-
members.

Lesenger uses master class to instruct singers on acting

Lesenger

Leah Rankin
Staff Writer

In the music world, teachers 
are family. Musicians can trace 
the lineage of their instructors 
through generations, forming 
a musical genealogical web.

Technique, fingerings and 
style are inherited from those 
teachers, but for students, af-
ter months and even years of 
working with the same teach-
er, it’s not about the basics. It’s 
about the personal connection 
that drives students to work 
even harder in the practice 
room because it is no longer a 
teacher who inspired them; it 
is a life-long friend.

Almita Vamos, School of 
Music violin faculty member, 
knows full well the fruits of 
both teaching violin students 
and having a great teacher 
herself.

She has won the Presiden-
tial Award for Excellence in 
Teaching six times, while her 
students have made names 
for themselves as soloists and 
chamber musicians. Vamos 
will teach a master class at 2 
p.m. today in McKnight Hall, 
showing just how important 
and beneficial that music fam-
ily tree really is.

“Music is concentration; it’s 
memory; it’s everything your 
brain needs,” Vamos said. 
“Doctors make us live lon-
ger, so that we can enjoy life. 
What is there to enjoy if not 

Vamos teaches master class on 
importance of musical family tree

the arts?”
Vamos draws more and 

more students to Chautauqua 
each year. Vamos said she 
learns just as much from her 
students as they learn from 
her.

For example, Vamos is 
working on a new bow grip 
that she picked up from one 
of her students studying with 
world-renowned violinist Pin-
chas Zukerman. During her 
lessons, she has the mentality 
that if she can learn something 
new, so can her students.

The best news, Vamos said, 
is “there’s no rehab this year.”

Often students will arrive 
in Vamos’ studio with bad 
habits that she has to correct 
before moving on with les-
sons. She said she has not en-
countered that yet this year.

One of the best ways to 
teach is to be open to new 
opinions and methods of play-
ing, Vamos said.

Teachers always have their 
own approach, but pedagogy 
must always be an open dis-
cussion, she added.

“There’s a lot of jealousy 
among teachers,” Vamos said. 
“We have to fight it because 
there’s room for everybody. 
You have to learn how to 
accept somebody else’s ap-
proach.”

But according to Vamos, 
there is one thing that makes 
a truly great teacher — be-
ing able to help students help 
themselves.

“You have the best teacher 
when you can find the prob-
lem yourself,” Vamos said. 

On July 3, Vamos per-
formed in a memorial service 
for Paul Mischakoff, the late 
son of her violin teacher, Mis-
cha Mischakoff. She started 
studying with Mischa Mis-
chakoff at Chautauqua when 
she was 7 years old. It is this 
violin family tree that Vamos 
continues today.

Admission to Vamos’ mas-
ter class is $5.

Daily file photo

Almita Vamos teaches students the ability to help themselves. Vamos will 
teach a master class at 2 p.m. today in McKnight Hall.

Leah Rankin
Staff Writer

In the past two weeks, 
the Chautauqua School 
of Music has held mas-
ter classes with some of 
the most seasoned pro-
fessionals in the music 
industry. These teachers 
have had successful solo 
and chamber music ca-
reers, and most hold po-
sitions in the most pres-
tigious conservatories in 
the country.

Alexander Gavrylyuk 
is also a seasoned profes-
sional, soloing at major 
concert halls around the 
world and winning all 
the big-name competi-
tions. Gavrylyuk holds 
his own on the list of dis-
tinguished master class 
coaches, but he’s only in 
his 20s.

Gavrylyuk will con-
duct several piano mas-
ter classes during his 
visit to Chautauqua. The 
first master class will be 
held at 2:30 p.m. today 
in the Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios.

Gavrylyuk is not a new 
name to the Institution. 
He has performed in the 
Amphitheater before and 
said he is anxiously wait-
ing to return.

“I am hopelessly and 
irretrievably captured by 
the charm and the magic 
of Chautauqua and the 
people there,” Gavrylyuk 
said. “I find it a great ex-
ample of harmony, inspi-
ration and the expression 
of love in many forms.”

The Ukrainian vir-
tuoso pianist, who per-
formed his first concert at 
the age of 9, has traveled 
to Chautauqua from Syd-
ney. He has won many 

From stage to classroom, Gavrylyuk 
returns to teach piano master classes

awards, most notably the 
Arthur Rubinstein Interna-
tional Piano Master Compe-
tition, but he said he always 
tries to keep his success in 
perspective.

“My main focus is my 
personal and musical de-
velopment and for me to 
have a healthy perspective,” 
Gavrylyuk said, “not to see 
myself as the source but 
only a messenger or a con-
nection point between mu-
sic and the audience.”

Perspective is especially 
important when most of the 
students in today’s master 
class are about the same age 
as Gavrylyuk. But Gavryly-
uk said he does not find this 
situation to be awkward in 
the least. He believes the 
experiences and musical 
discoveries in a master class 
are mutually beneficial for 
the student and the teacher.

Frank discussions and 
interesting revelations are 
what Gavrylyuk looks for-
ward to most, he said, as 
both he and the student pia-
nists explore new territories 
in sound and technique.

Gavrylyuk’s experiences 
from performing around 
the world have tested his 
skills as a pianist, especial-
ly during one competition 
when someone accidentally 
turned out the lights dur-
ing his performance. The 
15-year-old Gavrylyuk not 

only finished the piece in to-
tal darkness, but he walked 
away with first place.

“I was lucky to have a 
good amount of practice in 
the dark during the times 
of ‘Perestroika’ in Ukraine,” 
Gavrylyuk said, “when au-
thorities used to turn off 
electricity every evening 
in order to preserve it, and 
I just ended up practicing 
piano at home in the dark.”

Gavrylyuk said he envi-
sions himself as a concert 
soloist for the rest of his life. 
He said performing music 
means that he is also a mu-
sic student. Every perfor-
mance teaches him some-
thing different about music 
and its power to bring peo-
ple together.

“The way people are con-
nected in a mutual emo-
tional impulse during the 
performance is a miracle,” 
Gavrylyuk said. “I do not 
think there is anything else 
in this world that can con-
nect people in such a unique 
way and move people from 
any culture, upbringing or 
beliefs in the same, very 
spiritual and intimate way.”

Gavrylyuk will also hold 
a master class at 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Monday in 
the Sherwood-Marsh Stu-
dios.

Admission to Gavryly-
uk’s master classes is $5.

Daily file photo 

Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra guest solo pianist Alexander 
Gavrylyuk will teach a series of piano master classes beginning at 2:30 
p.m. today at Sherwood-Marsh Studios.

Skateboarding
Skateboarding is not 
permitted on the grounds.
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c l a s s i f i e d s
2012 SEASON

A NEW,  COZY apar tment , 
ground floor, perfect for one 
with room for a guest, choose 2 
twin beds or 1 queen, full kitch-
en, W/D, wifi, flat screen tv, 
steps from amp, on tram route, 
s e a s o n / h a l f  s e a s o n  o n l y. 
Photos avai lable via email . 
FrancesCR@opton l ine.net . 
716-357-5557
HIGHLY DESIRABLE Week 1 
and 2, 15 Simpson first floor, 
porch, 1 bedroom, all ameni-
ties, including W/D, dishwasher, 
A/C, internet, tv, no smoke, no 
pets. ctcarole@aol.com 716-
357-3270
IF DISTINGUISHED accommo-
dations in central Chautauqua 
you seek, visit 9 South Terrace 
and take a peek. Three bed-
rooms/Two Baths. Great deck! 
In histor ic d istr ict .  Contact 
Brasted House 716-581-3903 
for details.
RENTALS 2012 16 Wiley Weeks 
1-5, Spacious 3-story house 
near lake and Children’s School, 
6+ bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 
W/D, cable, wireess internet, no 
pets, no smoking, 212-563-
6557 ext 293(day), 212-873-
2498(night), Lnewman@feilorg.
com
1 9  R A M B L E ,  m o d e r n .  2 
Bedroom, 2 bath. 2nd f loor 
apartment just off Bestor Plaza. 
Central air, Full Kitchen, WiFi, 
W/D, Season or half season. 
716-357-2194
3 ROOT CONDO 3 Modern, Top 
Cond i t ion ,  2  Bedrooms,  2 
B a t h s ,  L a r g e  T r e e h o u s e 
Deck,All Amenities, Weeks 1-9. 
716-357-2111
51 FOSTER, newly renovated 
garden apartment, historic dis-
trict close to Ampitheater & Hall 
of Philosophy, 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath, cable, Wi-Fi, TV, heat/AC. 
Week one rental for $1700. 
Second half season rental for 5 
weeks at $8,500 including 2 
post-season weeks for free. 
Call  716-357-2626 or email 
sherry@stanley.com

2011 SEASON
H O U S E  F O R  R e n t ,  O l d 
Fashioned Chautauqua, Sleeps 
7, Near Amp, Week 5,9, 203-
431-0788
SINGLE FAMILY weeks 4-8-9, 
sleeps 5, C/A, modern ameni-
t ies,  s teps f rom Chi ldren’s 
School, movies, Norton Hall, 
parking 216-956-3903.

2011 SEASON
TALL HOUSE 1 bedroom, close 
to amp, just remodeled, weeks 
6, 7, 9. 716-485-8315 
3 ROOT CONDO 3 Modern, Top 
Cond i t ion ,  2  Bedrooms,  2 
Baths, Large Treehouse Deck, 
All Amenities, Week 9. Reduced 
Price. 716-357-2111

ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES

ALABORET COLLECTION of 
exotic mounts, full bodies and 
pelts. Antiques sideboard/buf-
fe t .  Dark  cher ry  heaven ly 
carved apraised $10,000. Wall 
tab le $1,400.  Marble p lant 
stand $800. Serious inquieries 
only. 763-2699

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

Available weeks 2-9 half block 
from Amp. 3rd floor, 28 Miller 
908-268-4801
1-2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS. 
Fernwood 29 Miller. A/C. Porch.
All weeks in 2012. 602-206-8528
WEEKS 8 and 9 1BR First floor 
a/c, wifi, w/d, twin beds, bath w/
shower, kitchen w/dining, lr, 
porch; quiet area near bus/
tram, hop, amp 357-3332

BOAT & JET-SKI 
RENTALS

BOAT AND JET-SKI rentals. 
Chautauqua Marina 716-753-
3913. www.ChautauquaMarina.
com. 3 miles from Chautauqua 
Institution.

BOATS FOR SALE
AVAILABLE COBALT motor 
boa t  19FT I /O la rge  merc 
engine-fast!! Permanent can-
vas  cover.  In  Chautauqua 
Phone: 716-357-5975

CONDOS FOR SALE
ST. ELMO. Bright, spacious 1 
bedroom condo. Prime 4th floor 
with 2 balconies overlooking 
Bestor Plaza. Turn key. Owner 
716-357-9677

FOR SALE
GAS GRILL, 3 burners, starter. 
Good condition. $150. Call 357-
2895 or 330-565-6077.
GOLF CARTS For sale 2002 and 
2006 electric with lights, top, and 
windshield.716-499-0518

NEEDLEPOINT KITS of Old 
First Night T-shirts available at 
Gretchen’s  Gal lery  and 34 
Miller. Also, Custom Framing for 
your pictures. Chautauqua Art 
and Craft  Supply. 412-425-
9658.

2006 VOLKSWAGON PASSATT 
4dr 96,000 mi les Auto.  2.0 
Turbo Leather, Upgraded ste-
reo, Sunroof, Heated seats, 
PW& PL. 9,900 or best offer. 
716-499-0518

HOUSE SWAP

HILTON HEAD, Sea Pines, 
Beautiful Oceanside 3Bd/3Bth, 
Pool w/waterfall, Designer fur-
nished cable/wi-f i . 309-287-
2367 Janellac@aol.com

MISCELLANEOUS

NEED SOMEONE To translate 
a Latin Document. Papal Bull 
dated 1526. Call Steve at 704-
905-1311 or 716-357-8207.

NOTICES

SERVICES

HOUSEKEEPING. We’ll clean 
your home while you enjoy your 
time in Chautauqua. Kate-753-
2408. Tammy-499-1261

Sunny yellow brightens a rainy 
day. Charlotte & Bill Crittenden- 
D i s t i n c t i v e  P a i n t i n g , 
Wallpapering 753-5562

STORAGE

TIME SHARE
FOR SALE North Shore on Elm 
Street inside the Institution Near 
pool and lake. Week 2, Unit A 4. 
3 levels,  2 bedrooms, lo f t , 
sleeps 6 or 8 people. Available 
for 2012. Call 716-357-7104 or 
after 7/8 412-802-7803 

 
TRANSPORTATION

AIRPORT TRANSFERS. Pick 
up and return. Will service the 
following airports: Buf. Erie, 
Jamestown, Pitt, and Cleve. 
Our car or yours. Call for pric-
ing. Lowest pricing on Lake. 
Greg 814-598-6071

VACATION RENTALS
HILTON HEAD, Sea Pines, 
Beautiful Oceanside 3Bd/3Bth, 
Pool w/waterfall, Designer fur-
nished cable/wi-fi. Weekly or 
m o n t h l y .  3 0 9 - 2 8 7 - 2 3 6 7 
Janellac@aol.com
HUTCHISON ISLAND Florida: 
Amazing 11th floor Penthouse, 
2Bd/2Bth, Wrap-Around Balcony, 
Overlooking ocean, cable/WF, 
W/D. 2 months @ $4800. 3rd 
month FREE! 9-12 months 
$1,100.00 monthly. 309-287-
2369 Janellac@aol.com 

  
WANTED

S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. Will 
travel to appraise. Chautauqua’s 
Stamp Professor. 904-315-5482

North/South
1st 	 Sylvia Bookoff/Bernie Reiss
2nd 	Bill Blackburn/Peggy Blackburn
3rd	 Leslie Tramer/Jon Tramer
4th	 Virginia Sykes/Hannon Yourke

East/West
1st 	 Jose Mateo/Suzanne Anderson
2nd  Gail Hennessa/Grant Hennessa
3rd	 Dave DePriest/Jean Phleger
4th	 Bill Underwood/Judith Underwood

Sports Club Sunday  
Evening Duplicate Bridge

July 3, 2011

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
1:10 p.m. Thursdays and 7 p.m. Sundays at the Sports Club. 

You are welcome with or without a partner.

62.21%
58.08%
53.42%
50.13%

56.88%
56.83%
51.25%
49.46%

North/South
1st 	 Burt Coffman/Ted Raab	    
2nd 	Bernie Reiss/Sylvia Bookoff	    
3rd	 Adele Himler/Bob Himler	    
4th	 Bernice Pollack/Donald Pollack     

East/West
1st 	 Gail Hennessa/Grant Hennessa    
2nd 	Kathy Roantree/Tom Roantree	      
3rd	 Bruce Burr/Hannon Yourke	      
4th	 Hannah Weinberg/Nancy Kotler  

sports club thursday
afternoon bridge session

June 30, 2011

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
1:10 p.m. Thursdays and 7 p.m. Sundays at the Sports Club. 

You are welcome with or without a partner.

57.33%
57.00%
54.33%
54.28%

65.00%
62.93%
54.93%
52.53%

Photo | Greg Funka

Jack Gulvin holds a purple martin nest for Chautauquans to view and photograph during his Purple Martin Chat last Friday. Another chat will be held 
at 4:15 p.m. today at the lakeside birdhouses located between the Sports Club and the bell tower. Bring chairs for guaranteed seating.

Gulvin hosts purple martin chat

SERVICES
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O P E R A

Josh Cooper
Staff Writer

It’s 3:45 a.m. Do you know 
where your Chautauqua Op-
era Company tech team is?

Odds are, if it’s the week 
before Giuseppe Verdi’s Lu-
isa Miller opens in the Am-
phitheater, they’re probably 
hard at work, setting up the 
lights while no one else is in 
the space.

From 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
the lighting crew worked 
nonstop to ensure the stage 
would be well lit. Opera 
Company Artistic/General 
Director Jay Lesenger said he 
and the rest of the crew will 
be sleeping during the day-
time hours for several days.

This is just one example of 
the herculean effort it takes 
to stage an opera in the Am-
phitheater. Scheduling time 
to rehearse and perform in 
the space with the full scen-
ery and then removing all 
the pieces before the next 
event are some of the chal-
lenges of staging an opera in 
the Chautauqua Institution’s 
most popular venue.

The hardest part to coor-
dinate properly is the large 
set pieces, Technical Direc-
tor Erin Waters said. Several 
times during the rehearsal 
and performance process, 
the nine-member stagehand 
crew must move the set piec-
es from the rehearsal space 
across Route 394 to the Amp 
in two box trucks.

“For this particular set, the 
pieces are all giant,” Waters 
said. “So it’s a challenge fig-
uring out how we can break 
those pieces down to fit into 
trucks. The set pieces are 15 
feet high and 10 feet wide, 
and the truck is only 7-by-7.”

Waters said the set had to 
be specially designed for this 
venue, keeping in mind the 
time constraints placed upon 
her team.

“Figuring out how they 
can break down into pieces 
that are manageable to carry 
and move is a huge part of the 
design process,” Waters said. 
“And then it has to come to-
gether on stage and look like 
it doesn’t come apart. It has 

to be designed in such a way 
that it can come apart.

“From the very begin-
ning, we build the set dif-
ferently than if we were in 
Norton Hall.”

She said their schedule 
runs right up against other 
events.

“The time we have in the 
Amp, with the Amp being 
scheduled so tightly, is very 
limited,” she said, “so some-
times we’re trying to start 
unloading the truck during 
organ concerts so everything 
is ready as soon as the organ 
is off the stage.

“That’s when we swoop in.”
The set consists of a floor 

piece, a large hutch, a door-
way, a fireplace and a moon 
box. The whole set takes 
more than an hour to pack 
into the trucks and an hour 
to unpack. This past week, 
that process has taken place 
three times.

The crew must also set up 
projectors and screens for 
projecting supertitles, black 
drapery to produce an even-
colored background behind 
the singers and a number of 
video cameras and monitors 
so the singers and musicians 
can “see” the conductor even 
when they’re far away.

Last season, when the Op-
era Company staged its first 
production ever in the Amp, 
Vincenzo Bellini’s Norma, 
Waters got firsthand expe-
rience with the madness of 
setting up and taking down 
sets. She said that although 
they are better prepared this 
year, they are still nervous.

“Last year, we were scared 

because we didn’t know 
what to anticipate,” she said. 
“This year, we do know what 
to anticipate, and we’re just 
as terrified.”

Lesenger said all the work 
is worth it; not only does 
having the program in the 
Amp allow for more people 
to experience the opera, but it 
sounds great, too.

“Part of the reasons I’ve 

picked the pieces I’ve picked 
for the Amp performance is 
that whatever the demands 
are scenically, the shows 
aren’t based on effect,” 
Lesenger said. “Acoustically, 
it’s fantastic. This is a vocally 
acoustic performance, and 
this is the only vocally acous-
tic performance that will 
happen this year.“

Tenor Gregory Carroll, 

who will be singing the role 
of Rodolfo, said this acous-
tic performance is what the 
Amp was designed for.

“The Amphitheater was 
designed over a hundred 
years ago for live (unampli-
fied) performances, whether 
it be an orator or musician,” 
Carroll said.

Soprano Barbara Quin-
tiliani, who will be playing 

the title role, said the space is 
forcing her to sing differently.

“I love that the audience is 
on three sides,” Quintiliani 
said. “It’s interesting because 
we don’t play it the same way 
we would in a normal the-
ater. Every move we make, 
from our entrances to our ex-
its, is visible to the audience, 
so we have to be mindful of 
always staying in character.”

For opera, Amp performance brings challenges, opportunities

Photo | Ellie Haugsby

Barbara Quintiliani, center, sings the title role in Giuseppe Verdi’s “Luisa Miller,” with the accompaniment of Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, during 
a dress rehearsal for the Chautauqua Opera Company production. The opera company’s tech team is confronted with a number of lighting and set 
design challenges in the Amphitheater due to the scheduling demands on the venue.  

Police
The Chautauqua Police 
Department, located behind 
the Colonnade building, 
is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
during the season (716-
357-6225). After 5 p.m., 
Main Gate security may 
be contacted at 716-357-
6279.

In case of emergency, 
phone 911.
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7:00	 (7 – 11) Farmers Market.

7:15	 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart 
Meditation. Leader: Subagh 
Singh Khalsa (Sikhism/Yogic 
Meditation) Bring gate pass. 
Main Gate Welcome Center 
Conference Room

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 Nature Walk. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG 
naturalist. Meet under green 
awning at back of Smith Wilkes 
Hall.

9:15	 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. The Right 
Rev. V. Gene Robinson, Bishop, 
Episcopal Diocese of New 
Hampshire. Amphitheater

9:15	 Men’s Club Guest Speaker 
Series. “Scooter Safety Risks.” 
Richard Colberg, Robson 
Forensic. Women’s Clubhouse

9:15	 The Bible Decoded. 
(Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) Esther 
Vilenkin. Alumni Hall Library 
Room

10:00	 (10–5:30) Chautauqua Crafts 
Alliance Festival. (Sponsored by 
the Chautauqua Crafts Alliance.) 
Bestor Plaza

10:00	 Voice Master Class. Marlena 
Malas, presenter. McKnight Hall

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45	 LECTURE. Michael Sandel, 
professor of political philosophy, 
Harvard. Amphitheater

12:10	 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

12:15	 Brown Bag Lunch/Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Writers’ 
Center.) “With These Hands: 
Cultural Diversity in Working 
Class Stories.” Toni Jensen, 
prose writer-in-residence. 
Alumni Hall porch

12:15	 Brown Bag Lunch. (Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center 
in conjunction with the Robert H. 
Jackson Center.) “Recollections 
from the Nuremberg Trials.” 
Lt. Col. Don Ellison with Eli 
Rosenbaum, moderator. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:15	 Challah Baking. (Programmed 
by Chabad Lubavitch of 
Chautauqua.) Everett Jewish Life 
Center Porch

12:15	 (12:15–1:30) PFLAG Brown 
Bag Lunch/Support Meeting. 
(Sponsored by Chautauqua 
Chapter of Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
and the Metropolitan Community 
Church.) Bishop V. Gene 
Robinson, Episcopal Diocese 
of New Hampshire. Women’s 
Clubhouse

12:45	 Chautauqua Catholic Community 
Seminar. “For the Sake of 
Jerusalem,” (Reflections on 
20 Years in the Mid East.) Rev. 
Douglas May, M.M., assistant 
campus minister, Kenyatta 

University, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Jum’a/Muslim Prayer. 
Hall of Christ

1:15	 Master Class (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Opera Guild.) 
Jay Lesenger. Master Class with 
School of Music Voice Students. 
Fee for non-members. Fletcher 
Music Hall

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Barry C. Black, chaplain, United 
States Senate. Hall of Philosophy

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 (2-4:30) Violin Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Almita Vamos, 
viola, presenter. Fee. McKnight 
Hall

2:15	 THEATER. Anton Chekhov’s 
Three Sisters. Brian Mertes, 
director.  (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center and Colonnade 
lobby ticket offices and 45 
minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:30	 (2:30-4:30) Piano Master Class. 
(School of Music.) Alexander 
Gavrylyuk, presenter. Fee. 
Sherwood-Marsh Studios

3:30	 CLSC ROUNDTABLE/LECTURE. 
Michael Sandel, Justice: What’s 
the Right Thing to Do? Hall of 
Philosophy

3:30	 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture 
Series. “I Hate War! The 75th 
Anniversary of FDR’s Speech 
in the Amphitheater.” Greg 
Peterson, president, Robert 
H. Jackson Center, and Jon 
Schmitz, Chautauqua Institution 
Archives. Hall of Christ

3:30	 (3:30-5) World Cafe. Discussion 
of Week’s Lectures. Unitarian 
Universalist House

4:00	 Studio Preview Performance. 
North Carolina Dance Theater. 
Fee. Carnahan-Jackson Studios

4:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

4:15	 Purple Martin Chat. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, BTG naturalist. Purple 
Martin houses between Sports 
Club and Bell Tower

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcome the Sabbath.” Service 
led by Rabbi Frank Muller. Miller 
Bell Tower (Pier Building in case 
of rain)

6:00	 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing 
at Sunday worship services.) 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

6:30	 Shabbat Dinner. (Sponsored 
by the Hebrew Congregation.) 
Prepaid tickets required. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

7:00	 Visual Arts Lecture Series. Frank 
and Polly Martin, ceramists, 
associate professor, University 
of Tennessee and Instructor, 
Maryville College. Hultquist 
Center

8:00	 THEATER. Anton Chekhov’s 
Three Sisters. Brian Mertes, 
director.  (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center and Colonnade 
lobby ticket offices and 45 
minutes before curtain at the 
Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:15	 SPECIAL. Natalie Merchant with 
members of the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra. 
Amphitheater

Sa
SATURDAY,

JULY 9

•••	 67th Meeting at Chautauqua 
of the National Federation of 
Music Clubs — Northeastern 
Region.

7:00	 (7– 11) Farmers Market.

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

9:00	 (9–4) Flea Market. (Benefits 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind the Colonnade

9:00	 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Study session on 
“Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the 
Fathers)” Rabbi Frank Muller; 
Andy Symons, cantorial soloist. 
Hurlbut Church sanctuary

9:30	 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow. 
Everett Jewish Life Center 
Library

10:00	 (10–5:30) Chautauqua Crafts 
Alliance Festival. (Sponsored 
by the Chautauqua Crafts 
Alliance.) Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12:00–2:30) Social Bridge 
(Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
For men and women. Women’s 
Clubhouse 

12:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Fee. (Purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center.) Leave from Main Gate 
Welcome Center

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of 
Grounds. Fee. (Purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center.) Leave from Main Gate 
Welcome Center

2:00	 Lecture. (Programmed by 
the Everett Jewish Life 
Center.)”American Judaism: 
Problems, Prospects, 
Opportunities.” Arnold Eisen, 
speaker. Everett Jewish Life 
Center

2:15	 THEATER. Anton Chekhov’s 
Three Sisters. Brian Mertes, 
director. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center and 
Colonnade lobby ticket offices, 
and 45 minutes before curtain 
at the Bratton kiosk.) Bratton 
Theater.

2:30	 (2:30-4:30) Piano Master 
Class. Alexander Gavrylyuk, 

presenter. (School of Music.) 
Fee. Sherwood-Marsh Studios 

2:30	 (2:30-5) National Federation 
of Music Clubs’ Chautauqua 
Student Scholarship Recital. 
McKnight Hall

3:00	 LECTURE. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Contemporary Issues Forum: 
“What in the World is Going 
On?” Susan Glasser, editor in 
chief, Foreign Policy. Hall of 
Philosophy

4:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hall of 
Philosophy

5:30	 Operalogue. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Opera Guild.) Luisa 
Miller. Lecture with excerpts 
from the opera. Jay Lesenger, 
general/artistic director of 
the Chautauqua Opera with 
Chautauqua Opera Apprentices. 
Fee for non-members. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

6:00	 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing 
at Sunday worship services.) 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA OPERA. 
Giuseppe Verdi’s Luisa Miller 
with the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra. Joseph Colaneri, 
conductor; Jay Lesenger, 
director. Amphitheater

10:30	 Late Night Mask Show. 
Chautauqua Theater Company. 
By the School of Music 
Practice Shacks

Photo | Samantha Rainey

Charlie Thurston performs as Baron Túzenback in the Chautauqua 
Theater Company production of Anton Chekhov’s “Three Sisters.”

Photo | Samantha Rainey

CTC Artistic Director Vivienne Benesch performs as Ólga, the oldest 
Prozorov sister. The play runs through July 17 at Bratton Theater.

Area Information
Information about nearby 
attractions outside the 
Chautauqua Institution 
grounds is available at 
the Main Gate Welcome 
Center and Colonnade 
lobby. The Chautauqua 
County Visitors’ Bureau is 
located at the Main Gate 
Welcome Center (www.
tourchautauqua.com or 
716-357-4569 or 
1-800-242-4569).

Connect with the Daily on Facebook & Twitter

www.facebook.com/chqdaily           Follow @chqdaily

AT THE THEATER
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