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Read the Daily’s recaps and comment on the lectures this week at our website. www.chqdaily.com

Aaron Krumheuer
Staff Writer

The grounds of Chau-
tauqua have been a haven 
for good literature for more 
than a century. With the an-
nouncement this week of 
The Chautauqua Prize, the 
Institution soon will honor 
authors with more than just 
an invitation to the podium.

At a special lecture Mon-
day night by Dan Brown, 
author of The Da Vinci Code, 
Sherra Babcock, director of 
the Department of Educa-
tion, announced a nation-

wide prize for good writing. 
By honoring an exceptional 
new work of fiction or non-
fiction, the prize will be a 
boost to Chautauqua’s pres-
ence as a destination for ex-
cellence in the literary arts, 
she said.

“So many people inside 
and outside of Chautauqua 
are saying, ‘You just don’t 
know how much credibil-
ity you have in the literary 
world,’ and it’s just some-
thing that should be done, it 
seems,” Babcock said.

The Chautauqua Prize to 
honor well-written books 
that provide great read

Literary Arts

See Prize, Page 4

Interfaith Lecture

Armstrong to wrap up 
week on religion in Iran

Armstrong

Ellie Haugsby
Staff Writer

Seyed Hossein Mousavian has a 
level of first-hand experience with 
Iran that few scholars in the United 
States can match. He was born in the 
country in 1957 and has since held 
senior positions in Iranian organiza-
tions including the Foreign Minis-
try and Supreme National Security 
Council of Iran. Since 2007, he has 
resided in Princeton, N.J.

Though he has built a life focused 
on international relations, his initial 
studies were in engineering. From 
1976 to 1981, he studied at Sacramen-

to State University of California & 
Science and Technology and the Uni-
versity of Tehran.

His academic studies in political 
science did not begin until several 
years later. In 1998, he received a mas-

ters’ degree in international studies 
from the University of Tehran. This 
was followed with a doctorate in in-
ternational studies from the Univer-
sity of Kent, in the United Kingdom, 
in 2002.

These advanced degrees proved 
capstones on an international career. 
From 1980 to 1990, he was the editor 
in chief of the Tehran Times; during 
the same period of time, he held offic-
es in the Iranian government, includ-
ing a stint from 1986 to 1989 as head 
— and later director general — of the 
Iran Foreign Ministry’s Western Eu-
rope department. In 1990, he became 
the Iranian ambassador to Germany, 
a position he would hold until 1997.

These roles have placed Mousav-
ian in positions of immense political 
influence.

Mousavian

MORNING LECTURE

Former Iranian government official Mousavian to speak on nuclear issues

See Mousavian, Page 4
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Nicholas Burns, former U.S. under secretary of state for political affairs, discusses his views on U.S.-Iran policy Wednesday morning in the Amphitheater.	 Photo | Greg Funka
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Straight No Chaser

“Sanctions, covert actions, sabotage and attempts at regime 
change will not compel Iran to change its nuclear policy. No 
future Iranian government, of any political stripe, is likely to 
abandon its nuclear program.”

— Seyed Hossein Mousavian
From his guest column, appearing on Page 3

EVENING ENTERTAINMENT

Nick Glunt 
Staff Writer

Tonight’s performers won’t need 
roadies to carry their stage equip-
ment — their voices do all the 
work. The a cappella band Straight 
No Chaser will perform its own 
renditions of popular songs and 
original works at 8:15 p.m. tonight 
in the Amphitheater.

Formed in 1996 at Indiana Uni-
versity Bloomington, the band is 
made up of 10 students who came 
together to follow in the footsteps 
of other college a cappella groups. 
They formed Straight No Chaser, 
a name referring to college party-
ing and also the music they make 
straight from their voices, rather 
than from instruments. The name 
also references Thelonious Monk’s 

1967 album of the same name.
“We fellas got together and 

just had fun and started singing,” 
said Charlie Mechling, a founding 
member. “(We figured we would) 
maybe meet some girls and get 
some free food out of it. It really 
took off, I guess.”

See Straight no chaser, Page 4

Karen Armstrong, 
world-renowned author 
on religion, closes the 
Week Six Interfaith Lec-
ture Series on “Religion in 
Iran: The Many Faces” at 
2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy. 

Armstrong, who also 
gave Monday’s Interfaith 
Lecture tracing Iran’s re-
ligious history, will speak 
today on “The Theology 
of Revolution,” examining 
the 1979 Iranian Revolu-
tion as a religious event.

Straight No Chaser brings a cappella mulitgenerational appeal to Amp tonight

Voices Raised



Patrick Hosken
Staff Writer

At the end of Week 
Five, among the madness 
of lunchtime at Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club, three Group 2 
Boys counselors emerged as 
the prestigious “Counselors 
of the Week.”

Emma Malinoski, 23, Cal 
Edborg, 17, and Ellie Fergu-
son, 19, took home the week-
ly honors for their efforts 
in dealing with the second 
graders, which, according to 
them, can be quite a handful.

“I’m surprised we got 
this, because we’re always 
yelling at them,” Ferguson 
said, jokingly. “There’s no 
other way to control them.” 

Given the campers’ young 
age, they can’t do too many 
activities like kayaking, sail-
ing or playing basketball, 
she said. So, Ferguson and 
her fellow counselors lead 
the campers in field games 
like soccer, capture the flag 
and an inventive one called 
“Uncle Sam.”

“One kid stands in the 
middle, and all the kids stand 
in a line in front of them, and 
they say, ‘Uncle Sam, Uncle 
Sam, may we cross the river 
dam?’” Ferguson said.

Whoever is Uncle Sam 
can dictate who can cross, 
sometimes basing it on 
clothing color or a similar 
attribute. And if Uncle Sam 

says that only those with or-
ange socks can pass?

“They get a free walk, 
and all the other kids can get 
tagged,” Ferguson said.

Games like this may be 
the only ones the 6- and 
7-year-old boys have the at-
tention span for, which can 
wear on the counselors’ pa-
tience. Still, Ferguson said 
the best part of the job is 
when the campers show 
their appreciation for their 
leaders.

“When the kids show af-
fection for you or give you 

things like candy or some-
thing they made, that seems 
small, but they’re boys, so 
they’re not really that affec-
tionate,” she said. “It’s nice.”

Ferguson and Edborg 
said their campers have 
made them bracelets out of 
pipe cleaners to show their 
appreciation, in addition to 
giving them candy — many, 
many pieces of candy.

“I get a lot of candy,” Ed-
borg said, laughing.

Ferguson said that Mali-
noski, a third grade teacher 
in Jamestown, N.Y., has 

helped her and Edborg tre-
mendously as the season has 
progressed. She said Mali-
noski’s ability to work with 
younger kids has strength-
ened their own abilities as 
the summer has unfolded.

For all the hard work 
and dedication that Group 2 
Boys requires, Ferguson said 
it’s the smiles that make it all 
worthwhile.

“They’re absolutely crazy 
… but they’re fun; they’re re-
ally cute,” she said.
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News from around the grounds

Briefly
Meet the Filmmaker Series today

Documentary filmmaker Gary Glassman of Providence 
Pictures will present “The Bible’s Buried Secrets” at 5 p.m. 
today as part of the Meet the Filmmaker Series at Chautauqua 
Cinema. The documentary, produced for PBS’ NOVA series, 
investigates the beginnings of modern religion and the ori-
gins of the Hebrew Bible. Glassman will participate in a Q-
and-A following the screening. 
Women’s Club offers Mah Jongg for members

The Women’s Club invites members to meet at 2 p.m. today 
at the Women’s Clubhouse for an afternoon playing Mah Jongg. 
CLSC Alumni Association events

The Alumni Association Finance Committee has a meeting 
at 9 a.m. today in the Alumni Hall Kate Kimball Room.

The Class of 2004 will meet at 12:15 p.m. this afternoon in 
the Alumni Hall dining room. Lunch will be provided.
World Café at Chautauqua

The public is invited to the World Café at Chautauqua at 3:30 
p.m. Fridays in the Unitarian Universalist House. Come to dis-
cuss thoughts and reflections from this week’s lectures.  This 
week, three young adults, Ron, Nour and Lana, of three differ-
ent backgrounds — Jewish Israeli, Arab Israeli and Palestinian 
— will be joining the discussion through Artsbridge, Inc. Arts-
bridge aims to offer communities on both sides of the conflict 
the tools to transcend the dominant narrative of irreconcilability.
EJLCC holds Brown Bag lecture

Judi Feniger, executive director of the Maltz Museum of Jew-
ish Heritage, is presenting “Imagine the Possibilities” at 12:15 
p.m. today at the Everett Jewish Life Center at Chautauqua. 
BTG holds life member luncheon today

The Bird, Tree & Garden Club Luncheon for Life Members 
is at 12:15 p.m. today at the Athenaeum Hotel parlor.
Students to present chamber recital

Student chamber groups that have been coached by the 
Audubon Quartet will perform in a recital today at 2 p.m. in 
McKnight Hall. Donations benefit the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club Scholarship Fund.
Joe Rait Memorial Excursion to Jamestown

The Friends of Joe Rait invite the public to attend the Joe 
Rait Memorial Excursion to Jamestown. The group will meet 
at 3 p.m. Sunday at the Tasty Acre parking lot to tour the Rob-
ert H. Jackson Center and attend the ballgame or at 4:15 p.m. 
Sunday at the Tasty Acre parking lot to attend the ballgame 
only. Call Mark Altschuler 716-357-2239 or Jeff Miller 412-508-
7349 to reserve spots.
Voice master class cancelled

Today’s master class, which was to be held by Marlena Ma-
las at 10 a.m. in McKnight Hall, has been canceled.
Tennis Center holds ‘Battle of the States’

The Chautauqua Tennis Center’s “Battle of the States” is 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday at the Tennis Center. The rain 
date is at 8 a.m. Sunday. Teams will consist of players from 
Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania and all other states; limited to 
10 players per team. Refreshments and lunch will be served. 
Call 716-357-6276 to enter or sign up at the Tennis Center.
Men’s Club speaker to discuss science and faith

John Khosh, a native of Iran who received his doctoral 
training in Iran, will speak on “Iran — Scientific approach to 
belief, faith and fundamentalism” at the weekly meeting of 
the Men’s Club at 9:15 a.m. today at the Women’s Clubhouse.
Fire extinguisher training

The Chautauqua Fire Department will offer fire extin-
guisher training free to the public from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
at the fire hall. 

The Carnahan-Jackson 
Lectureship Fund of the 
Chautauqua Foundation is 
a sponsor of today’s morn-
ing lecture by Hossein 
Mousavian, former Iranian 
nuclear negotiator and for-
mer Iranian ambassador to 
Germany.

Mrs. Alvin C. Jackson 
was the first member of her 
family to come to Chautau-
qua. She initially came to 
the Institution at the age of 
18 to study Sunday School 
teaching methods. She later 
returned with her husband 
and daughter Katharine on 
a regular basis. When Kath-
arine married Clyde L. Car-
nahan of Jamestown, N.Y., 
the Jacksons purchased a 
home at 41 Palestine Ave. 
and continued to spend 
summers here each year.

Katherine and Clyde 
Carnahan lived in James-
town but also became de-
voted Chautauquans. Mrs. 
Carnahan served as an 
Institution trustee and 
on board committees for 
Smith Memorial Library 
and the Department of Re-
ligion. She and Mr. Carna-
han participated actively 
in the Chautauqua Presby-
terian Association.

In 1969, Mrs. Carna-
han created the Japanese 
Garden located beside 
the United Presbyterian 

headquarters in memory of 
her parents and husband. 
When making the gift, Mrs. 
Carnahan remarked that 
Chautauqua meant much to 
her parents and that she be-
lieved Chautauqua’s Chris-
tian faith and programming 
were its great inner strength 
and distinguishing factor.

David Carnahan of May-
ville is the son of Katharine 
and Clyde Carnahan. Now 
the chairman of the board 
of the Carnahan Jackson 
Foundation, Inc., of James-
town, David Carnahan 
continued his parents’ long 
record of commitment and 
service to the Institution. A 
former director of the Chau-
tauqua Foundation and a 
former trustee of the Insti-
tution, David Carnahan is 
active in many civic and 
educational organizations.

David Carnahan met his 
wife, the former Martha 
Popp, at Chautauqua.

Carnahan-Jackson Fund 
supports Mousavian lecture

The Beverly & Bruce 
Conner Endowment for 
Education helps underwrite 
the 3:30 p.m. lecture today 
in the Hall of Christ given 
by Joan Branham for the 
Heritage Lecture Series.

D. Bruce and Beverly F. 
Utley Conner established 
this permanent endowment 
fund in 2006 through gifts 
to the Chautauqua Founda-

tion to support the lecture 
and education programs of 
the Chautauqua Institution.

If you are interested in dis-
cussing the possibility of estab-
lishing an endowment to support 
the performing arts or supporting 
another aspect of Chautauqua’s 
program, please contact Karen 
Blozie, director of gift planning, 
at 716-357-6244 or email her at 
kblozie@ciweb.org.

Conner Education Endowment 
underwrites Branham lecture

Sarah Gelfand
Staff Writer

Enabling great evening 
entertainment in the Am-
phitheater, Chuck and Char 
Fowler are sponsoring to-
night’s performance by 
Straight No Chaser.

“We just like to see top-
notch entertainment come 
to the Amp, so if we can help 
do that, we will,” Char said.

In the off-season, the 
Fowlers reside in Cleve-
land. This is their 16th year 
at Chautauqua. Several 
years ago, they helped fund 

the transformation of Kel-
logg Hall into the Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center, which 
bears their name.

After seeing Straight No 
Chaser perform in Cleve-
land last year, the Fowlers 
were enthusiastic about 
bringing an a cappella 
group to Chautauqua — 
something they thought 
would have multi-genera-
tional appeal, Char said.

“We’re glad to help out 
the Institution and support 
this group we really like,” 
Char said.

Fowlers sponsor tonight’s 
Straight No Chaser concert

Photo | Ellie Haugsby

Ellie Ferguson and Cal Edborg are two of three Week Five Boys’ and Girls’ Club Counselors of the Week.

Group 2 Boys leaders earn ‘Counselor of the Week’ honors
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The United States and many other western countries 
consider Iran the most urgent nuclear threat. This 
assessment is neither realistic nor fair. The U.S. and 
Russia possess 95 percent of the world’s stockpile of 

nuclear weapons, and the P5+1 countries (permanent mem-
bers of U.N. Security Council plus Germany) negotiating 
with Iran on its nuclear program have perhaps 98 percent of 
the world’s stockpile.

Iran does not possess a single nuclear bomb. Iran has not 
invaded any country in the last two centuries and is the 
only country victim of weapons of mass destruction since 
the World War II. Saddam Hussein used chemical weapons 
during his invasion of Iran in the 1980s, killing and injuring 
thousands. Unfortunately, the West supported Saddam Hus-
sein during that period.

Eight years of negotiations between Iran and the P5+1 
countries on the nuclear issue have failed because of defects 
in the existing strategy for the nuclear negotiations and 
because of the deep hostilities between Iran and the West — 
especially the U.S.

Despite all the sanctions and other pressures it has been 
subjected to, Iran has remained a member of the Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty. Through eight years of cooperation between Iran 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency, major technical 
ambiguities have been resolved, non-diversion of nuclear ma-
terials from Iran’s declared activities has been confirmed and 
there is no serious suspicion of undeclared production activi-
ties. What remains relates to questions about the past history 
of Iran’s nuclear program and Iran’s intentions for the future.

U.N. resolutions against Iran’s nuclear program have no 
legal basis, because Iran has not diverted nuclear materi-
als from peaceful use. Iran has a legitimate right to enrich 
for peaceful purposes under NPT. The U.S., Europe and 
Israel believe Iran has the ambition to become a “threshold 
country,” technically able to produce a nuclear weapon but 
not deciding to acquire one. Even if such claim were true, it 
would not be against international laws.

Several other countries, including Japan, Germany and 
Brazil, have reached a threshold, and the West has strategic 
relations with them. Even countries such as India, Pakistan 
and Israel enjoy strategic relations with the U.S. and the 
West, even though they are not members of NPT and pos-
sess many nuclear weapons.

Sanctions, covert actions, sabotage and attempts at regime 
change will not compel Iran to change its nuclear policy. No 

Guest Column by hossein mousavian

From Today’s Lecturer

The nuclear talks with Iran: A way toward grand bargain or regime change

future Iranian government, of any political stripe, is likely 
to abandon its nuclear program. For Iranians, the nuclear 
program is a matter of national consensus and pride.

The U.N. Security Council’s measures against Iran are at 
least equal to those taken against North Korea, which withdraw 
from the NPT and tested a nuclear bomb. Therefore, in a way, 
the P5+1 are pushing Iran toward nuclear weapons. Iran has 
paid the cost; why not have the benefits of nuclear deterrence?

To find a realistic solution, the West needs to decide on 
its highest-priority objective. Currently, it appears to be to 
stop Iran’s enrichment program. But, more broadly, the U.S. 
and the West appear to be using the nuclear issue, the IAEA 
and the U.N. to increase pressures on, and the international 
isolation of, Iran to reach their ultimate goal, which is regime 
change. This is what I understood from reading the new 
book, The Age of Deception, by Mohamed ElBaradei, the Secre-
tary General of the IAEA through most of 2009.

Iranian politicians believe this is still the U.S. goal and 
its main reason for insisting on suspension. If it is true, the 
world should expect in the near future a major confrontation 
engulfing the whole Middle East and beyond

But if the main concern is about a possible breakout of 
Iran and diversion of its nuclear program toward the pro-
duction of nuclear weapon, we can reach a solution. A new 
round of negotiations should start with new initiative to 
discuss the “bottom lines” of each side.

Despite an absence of evidence on diversion from Iran’s 
declared program, the IAEA continues to demand more 
cooperation in order to be able to declare that Iran has no 
undeclared activities. The P5+1’s bottom line is no diversion. 
This requires Iran to become more transparent. Iran could 
commit to adhere to all international nuclear conventions 
and treaties at the maximum level of transparency and coop-

eration defined by the IAEA.
Iran also could further reinforce the Religious Leader’s 

fatwa banning its acquisition of nuclear weapons. Its parlia-
ment could pass legislation, declaring Iran a “non-nuclear-
weapon state,” and Iran could establish a consortium with 
other countries to put its fuel-cycle activities under multina-
tional control. Iran’s president already has offered this.

Iran also could commit to cooperate with the IAEA in the 
removal of all remaining ambiguities about its past nuclear-
related activities.

Iran could limit its enrichment activities to its actual fuel 
needs and, during a period of confidence building, calibrate 
the rate of expansion of Iran’s enrichment capacity to actual 
reactor fuel needs. During such a period of confidence build-
ing, Iran also could commit not to enrich uranium above 5 
percent as long as the international community sells it as 
fuel for the Tehran Research Reactor, which uses 20 percent 
enriched fuel. (This was offered by Iran’s foreign minister 
Ali Akbar Salehi in February 2010.)

Iran also could promise to export all enriched uranium not 
used for domestic fuel production, not to reprocess spent fuel 
from power or research reactors and to immediately convert 
all low-enriched uranium needed domestically into fuel rods.

In exchange to meet Iran’s bottom line, the P5+1 should 
respect the rights of Iran under the NPT, including its right 
to uranium enrichment; lift the sanctions; remove Iran’s case 
from U.N. Security Council and normalize nuclear coopera-
tion with Iran.

To achieve such a realistic face-saving solution to the 
nuclear issue, I believe that in parallel, a comprehensive 
agreement on Iran-U.S. bilateral relations is essential. This 
package should be negotiated directly between Tehran and 
the United States, while Iran’s nuclear issue can be negoti-
ated in the framework of the P5+1 talks.

And finally, a guarantee of the durability of this settle-
ment would be a Treaty on the Elimination of Weapons of 
Mass Destructions from the Middle East that the U.N. Secu-
rity Council should proactively pursue in cooperation with 
regional powers, including Israel as well as Iran.

Ambassador Hossein Mousavian is former spokesman for 
Iran on the nuclear issue (2003 to 2005) and head of the Foreign 
Relation Committee of National Security Council of Iran (1997 to 
2005). He now is an associate research scholar at the Program on 
Science and Global Security of Princeton University’s Woodrow 
Wilson School of Public and International Affairs.

George Cooper
Staff Writer

 It is a re-creation of sacred 
space, Joan Branham said. At 
the same time it is, somewhat 
paradoxically, a recreation 
of sacred space. Branham 
is professor of art history at 
Providence College and a 
specialist on sacred space in 
ancient Jewish and Christian 
art and architecture.

Branham will speak at 
3:30 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Christ as part of the Oliver 
Archives Heritage Lecture Se-
ries. Her lecture is titled “Jeru-
salem Goes to Disney:  Sacred 
Space in Orlando’s Holy Land 
Experience Theme Park.”

Orlando, Fla. — a play-
ground of oranges and car-
rousels, of freeways and 
theme parks, of Disney 
World and … The Holy Land 
Experience Theme Park.

In an article for Newsweek, 
Branham wrote, “Amid cell 
phones ringing, video cams 
rolling and ice cream melt-
ing under the Florida sun, a 
blood-spattered Jesus stum-
bles through the crowd on his 
way to Golgotha, where nasty 
Roman soldiers strip him, 
nail him to the cross and cru-
cify him — while perspiring 
tourists look on in Bermuda 
shorts. After the resurrection 
sequence, visitors applaud 
and line up for a photo op, not 
with Mickey or Minnie, but a 
disciple or bloody-handed yet 
friendly centurion.”

Maybe “applaud” is not 
quite the word. Branham in-
dicated that applause is one 
reaction to the performance. 
Crying is another. And still 
another, perplexity. How is 
one supposed to react to a 
fine rendition of the most cel-
ebrated sacrifice of the Judeo-
Christian world?

Branham grew up in Flor-
ida. Orlando and its theme 
parks were her backyard. She 

Orlando holy land theme park 
popularizes ancient sacred space

Beverly Hazen
Staff Writer

Dorothy Stevenson will 
be the Chautauqua Story-
teller at 4:15 p.m. today at 
the Roger Tory Peterson 
Outdoor Classroom, located 
in the upper Ravine behind 
the Hall of Christ.

Born in Erie, Pa., in 1921, 
Stevenson first came to 
Chautauqua in 1940 as a 
college student looking for 
a good summer job. She 
helped serve meals at a 
large three-story house at a 
corner near the Amphithe-
ater between Wythe Avenue 
and the Brick Walk.

“I remember hearing op-
era singer Rise Stevens that 
summer,” she said. “That was 
a highlight of the summer.”

In 1942, Stevenson gradu-
ated from Westminster Col-
lege and planned to teach 
music but became an airline 
hostess instead, working for 
TWA domestic lines. After 

the war, she was assigned 
to flights to Egypt, Spain 
and India. She was deeply 
touched by her experience 
in Bombay.

“It was a life-changing 
experience for me,” she said.

She decided to go to 
McCormick Theological 
Seminary for church social 
work and met Art Steven-
son, who became a Presby-
terian minister.

“We married in 1948 and 
celebrated our 50th anniver-
sary at Chautauqua,” she 
said. Their daughter, Susan 
McKee, is the founder of 
women4women-knitting-
4peace.

Stevenson said they start-
ed coming to Chautauqua 
when their kids, a daughter 
and son, were little.

“We first stayed in the 
Mary Willis House, run by 
the Presbyterian House, 
which was set up especially 
for families with children,” 
she said.

Stevenson remembers 
the “field” that preceded the 
garden in memory of Mr. & 
Mrs. Clyde L. Carnahan and 
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin C. Jackson, 
at the corner of Clark and 
Palestine avenues.

In 1979, they bought 
property in Chautauqua on 
Center Avenue, and Art Ste-
venson retired in 1981.

“It was wonderful to stay 
at Chautauqua all summer,” 
Dorothy Stevenson said. “St. 
Elmo had a pool where the 
Health Club is now. It was 
perfect for us.”

Stevenson has served as a 
librarian for a public school 
as well as a historical li-
brary and is now a resident 
of Denver in the winter. Art 
died in February after the 
Stevensons celebrated their 
50th anniversary.

The Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club sponsors this event; all 
are welcome. The rain loca-
tion is Smith Wilkes Hall.

Storyteller Stevenson to share life story
Submitted photo 

The Holy Land Experience Theme Park

Photo | Greg Funka

The Roger Tory Peterson Nature Classroom hosts Chautauqua Storytellers at 4:15 p.m. today.

moved away. She attended 
college at Florida State Uni-
versity and then at the He-
brew University of Jerusa-
lem. She studied. She learned 
about religion, sacred space 
and architecture, and she 
returned to Florida for vis-
its. On one of those visits her 
niece told her about the new 
theme park.

Branham said, “What are 
you talking about?!”

It’s educational. It’s inspira-
tional. It’s theatrical. It’s histor-
ical. The theme park’s website 
says, “It has been 2000 years 
since the world has seen any-
thing like this! The Holy Land 
Experience is a living, biblical 
museum that takes you 7,000 
miles away and 2,000 years 
back in time to the land of 
the Bible. Its unique sights, 
sounds and tastes stimulate 
your senses and blend togeth-
er to create a spectacular, new  
experience.”

However, the journey back 
is complicated.

In a 2008 article for News-
week, Branham wrote, “Walk-
ing through the Orlando 
turnstiles, the visitor experi-
ences a certain tension be-
tween Christianity and Ju-
daism. On the one hand, 
Christian supersessionism 
— the position that asserts 

Christianity as superior to Ju-
daism and its rightful succes-
sor — is alive and well at the 
Holy Land Experience. But 
also at play is a strange juxta-
position of Jewish and Chris-
tian landmarks in a complex 
theological landscape that 
merges the two religious tra-
ditions into one make-believe, 
synthetic construct.”

As a scholar and academic, 
Branham found the theme 
park to be a seductive place 
to exercise a great many of 
her anthropological tools. Her 
husband, however, not so well 
practiced in social science dis-
interest, said he would meet 
her in the parking lot.

The park recasts Jewish sa-
cred spaces in a new Disney 
World context. There is an 
intentional blurring of lines, 
merging Judaism and Christi-
anity in compelling but prob-
lematic ways, Branham said.

“They have taken these an-
cient structures that were Jew-
ish,” Branham said, “and they 
have Christianized them.”
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Since its inception, Chau-
tauqua has made a name for it-
self for honoring literature. The 
Chautauqua Literary  and Sci-
entific Circle is one of the na-
tion’s oldest continuous  book 
clubs, unique in that it brings 
all the authors of its reading 
list to the Hall of Philosophy 
to lecture. The stage of the 
Amphitheater has been graced 
by numerous literary person-
alities and entire weeks of au-
thors, such as “Roger Rosen-
blatt and Friends” in 2008 
and 2010, and another literary 
week is planned for 2012.

The Writers’ Center at 
Alumni Hall offers more 
than 20 workshops a season, 
taught by award-winning po-
ets and prose writers, and the 
Writer’s Festival and its six 
intensive workshops happen 
even before the season starts.

It only seems natural, Bab-
cock said, to give out an award.

The prize for an excep-
tional book is $7,500, with an 
anonymous Chautauqua do-
nor raising the endowment, 

and Babcock hopes to com-
mission an original piece of 
artwork for the prize.

The winner will receive a 
one-week visit for two to the 
Institution and will be invit-
ed to give a special lecture.

Babcock has been work-
ing on the project for about 
a year and a half, meeting 
weekly this season with peo-
ple involved in books and the 
literary world, she said.

“They are writers, pub-
lishers, booksellers, librar-
ians, teachers of English at 
either the high school or col-
lege level … I’ve been ask-
ing their ideas for what I see 
as the framework for this 
prize,” Babcock said.

Many ideas came up dur-
ing discussion. Some sug-
gested to Babcock that the 
prize should honor a book 
whose content reflects the 
values of Chautauqua. But 
when asked what those val-
ues were, they all had differ-
ent answers, she said.

Instead, Babcock said, the 
prize would honor great writ-
ing and a great read, which are 
values in themselves, she said.

She originally planned 
to take out advertisements 
in major newspapers. Yet in 
discussions, she was advised 
that rather than trying to 
make a big splash with a pub-
licity campaign, the first year 
of the award should be fo-
cused on advertising in plac-
es that attract serious readers 
and writers: trade publica-
tions for publishers, writers’ 
magazines and journals.

“What’s really critical are 
the books that are nominated 
and the books you choose to 
set the tone of an award that’s 
going to go on year after year 
after year,” she said.

There are still details sub-
ject to change, in terms of 
judging submissions and 
entry fees, but for the most 
part, the awarding process 
has been laid out.

Writers, publishers, agents 
or anyone else can nominate 
a book for The Chautauqua 
Prize, so long as it meets two 
criteria: great writing and 
great reading. Only pub-
lished books of fiction or non-
fiction will be considered, 
and they must be in English 

and printed in the preceding 
calendar year.

Eight copies of the book 
and an entry fee of about $75 
are required to nominate, 
because these books will be 
handed out to a committee of 
invited Chautauqua readers. 
So far, it has been decided 
that three readers will read 
every entry, and if two rec-
ommend the book, it moves 
to the short list.

Those authors who make 
the short list will be con-
tacted to make sure they can 
come to Chautauqua. Then, a 
panel of anonymous judges 
will make the final decision.

“One of the authors I talked 
to said, with all the newspa-
pers cutting back on their crit-
ics, it’s another way of saying 
to people, ‘It’s worth reading 
this book. It’s worth reading 
and buying this book,’” Bab-
cock said. “So we hope it will 
be up there in the pantheon of 
prizes that people will really 
want to get because it really 
means something.”

The inaugural trade an-
nouncement and call for nomi-
nations will be in October 2011.

Prize
FROM PAGE 1

Once members of the group started 
to graduate, others were chosen to take 
their spots. To this day, Straight No 
Chaser exists at Indiana University. The 
group performing tonight is a reunion 
group. The groups are related but only 
seldom collaborate.

After graduation, members of the 
original group went on to work in vari-
ous fields — banking, acting and busi-
ness, to name a few. Founding member 
Randy Stine uploaded a 1998 perfor-
mance to YouTube in 2006 that went vi-
ral; to this day, it’s received more than 12 
million views.

Among those viewers was Atlantic 
Records CEO Craig Kallman, who con-
tacted Stine to ask if the group would 
reunite for a new album. Eight of the 10 
agreed; the other two spots were filled 

by younger members.
Straight No Chaser’s performance to-

night will include songs for every gener-
ation. The group performs songs ranging 
all the way from 1950s doo-wop to mod-
ern pop and hip-hop.

Though Mechling said about 95 per-
cent of Straight No Chaser’s songs are 
covers, the group’s members do put their 
own spin on each one. The other 5 per-
cent are original pieces.

“We’re not only trying to find new 
ways to do songs that people already 
know,” Mechling said, “but we’re break-
ing into new ground with a cappella. I 
mean, a cappella’s been around for a long 
time, but as far as really being out there 
in most people’s homes … it’s a fairly 
limited audience.”

For this reason, he said, it would be un-
wise to include too many original tracks 
on their albums and in performances. 
The lack of familiarity with their songs 
would be detrimental to popularity.

The group often combines two songs 
into one in order to make them its own. 
Jay-Z’s “Empire State of Mind” is mixed 
with Frank Sinatra’s “New York, New 
York,” for instance, because the former is 
popular but doesn’t have much in terms 
of melody, Mechling said. The group 
also has performed Madonna’s “Like a 
Prayer” at a much slower tempo.

Mechling has visited Chautauqua In-
stitution before but has not returned in at 
least a decade. He remembers seeing per-
formances on the grounds and is excited 
to be the performer this time.

“I think we really bring a show that 
anybody can come to and enjoy,” Mech-
ling said. “We’ve had many, many shows 
where people will come through with 
two or three generations of their family. 
… We strive to appeal to a large audience 
and to get anybody to listen to music.”

Straight no chaser
FROM PAGE 1

In the 1990s, he was called 
on to work with Hezbollah 
to secure the release of West-
erners held hostage in Leba-
non by the organization.

In 1997, Mousavian became 
head of the Supreme National 
Security Council, and in 2003, 
he became the spokesman for 
the Iranian Nuclear Team af-

filiated with the SNSC. There, 
he negotiated with the In-
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency to suspend uranium 
enrichment in Iran and allow 
for inspections by the IAEA.

In 2007, Mousavian was 
accused by the administra-
tion of Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of 
espionage. He was briefly 
jailed, and though all charg-
es were later dropped, the 

Iranian government banned 
him from holding any future 
diplomatic positions. He has 
since left the country.

He has had six written 
works published, including 
Challenges in Iran-West Rela-
tions and Additional Protocol 
and Islamic Republic’s Strategy.

In addition to his political 
duties, Mousavian has held 
leadership positions in aca-
demia. In 2004 and 2006, he 

taught courses on interna-
tional relations for Iran’s Min-
istry of Science, Research and 
Technology and Islamic Azad 
University, respectively.

In 2007, he took a post as 
a visiting research scholar at 
Princeton University’s Wood-
row Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs. He 
currently works within the 
school’s Program on Science 
and Global Security.

Mousavian
FROM PAGE 1
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Damon Martinez, Collin McCall, instructor Michael Burritt, Saul Green and Michael Kemp rehearse in Bellinger Hall for their Friday performance.

Leah Rankin
Staff Writer

Percussionists live in an excit-
ing time, said Michael Burritt, 
professor of percussion at the 
Eastman School of Music.

The repertoire is ever-changing, 
and a growing number of compos-
ers are experimenting with the 
wealth of sound and colors avail-
able in percussion ensembles.

After all, as far as percussion-
ists are concerned, the world is 
their playground.

At 4 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall, members of the Mu-
sic School Festival Orchestra per-
cussion section will perform in a 
recital with their teacher, Burritt.

“It’s a great opportunity to 
show our versatility,” said stu-
dent percussionist Mike Kemp. 
“We’re not just drummers; we’re 
musicians.”

Kemp, a graduate student at 
Cleveland State University, will 
perform along with three of his 
colleagues in today’s concert. 
Considering that percussionists 
only play intermittently in or-
chestral concerts, this recital is 
an opportunity to immerse them-
selves in challenging music.

The recital begins with a mon-
umental 30-minute-long piece 
called “Threads” by Paul Lansky. 
Saul Green, a student at the Pea-
body Conservatory who played 
“Threads” two years ago, called it 
a “percussion collage.”

He noted that the work follows 
an operatic form with cycles of 
preludes, recitatives and choruses 
over the course of ten movements.

“It’s got a great balance of be-
ing an accessible piece for any 

A symphony of rhythm: Percussion students to present craft

audience, but it’s not too pedes-
trian,” Burritt said. “And there’s 
enough sophistication to keep the 
students interested.”

The work is somewhat influ-
enced by the percussion pieces by 
composer John Cage and features 
makeshift instruments like sliced 
and tuned copper piping and 
even clay flower pots.

Like a string quartet, the piece 
is played without a conductor, 
making the students solely re-
sponsible for keeping the ensem-
ble together.

The second half of the program 
features a marimba piece called 
“Twilight” by Tobias Brostrom 

and “Shadow Chasers,” a piece 
composed by Burritt himself in 
1994. “Shadow Chasers” begins 
with an expanded improvisatory 
introduction that leads into an 
energetic symphony of rhythm.

Burritt leads the percussion en-
semble through “Shadow Chas-
ers” as he plays the marimba, and 
both Kemp and Green said hav-
ing such an enthusiastic coach is 
like a breath of fresh air.

“It’s been the highlight of our 
summer to work with such a ded-
icated musician,” Green said.

“It’s like running in 100-degree 
humidity and then jumping into 
Chautauqua Lake,” Kemp added.

At school, both Kemp and 
Green are studying audition rep-
ertoire, fine-tuning every note 
to ace those stressful orchestral 
auditions. They said Burritt has 
reminded them that being a per-
cussionist is not about a robotic 
sense of rhythm but about sensi-
tive musicality.

Percussion chamber music is 
not steeped in history like string 
quartets. There are only a few 
decades’ worth of repertoire to 
choose from, but as this genre 
of music bustles ahead with new 
ideas for sounds and colors, Bur-
ritt and these MSFO students are 
glad to be a part of it.

“To play and study chamber 
music at a serious level like it is a 
Beethoven string quartet is very 
refreshing,” Green said.

Burritt believes challenging 
his students with the kinds of 
music on this program only feeds 
the energy and inspiration that 
moves back and forth between 
his students and him.

“We have a playground of 
instruments to use, and we’re 
bringing those together to create 
our own language,” he said.

Donations for this percussion 
recital benefit the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club Scholarship Fund.



Aaron Krumheuer
Staff Writer

Everybody likes a good 
hero story, but people love to 
hate a villain.

Writer-in-residence Joe 
Jackson will speak about me-
dia personalities and how 
they are made in his lecture 
“The Wages of Fame: The 
Narrative Structure of Ce-
lebrity in Contemporary Cul-
ture” at 12:15 p.m. today at 
the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall.

This is Jackson’s second 
visit to Chautauqua. He was 
an investigative reporter for 
The Virginian-Pilot in Norfolk 
for 12 years, where he was a 
crime and courts reporter. He 
covered death row, traveled 
to the USSR twice and once 
was caught in the middle of 
a revolution in Lithuania. He 
is the author of one novel and 
six works of nonfiction, many 
of which tell the true stories 
of infamous men driven by 
obsession. His last, The Thief 
at the End of the World, made 
Time’s Top 10 Books for 2008.

His newest book, which 
will be published in 2012, is 
about the Orteig Prize, the 
prize for the first pilot to fly 
nonstop from New York City 
to Paris. Charles Lindbergh 
won it in 1927 in his plane, 
The Spirit of St. Louis. Yet 
there were many other pilots 
who competed for the prize. 
Most could not make it, and 
many died trying.

“It’s about the losers as 
much as it’s about Lindbergh,” 
Jackson said of his book.

Jackson came up with the 
idea in 2008 around the time 
of the Olympics, when the 
spirit of competition was in 
the air and in the media. It 
started him thinking about 

the American spirit of suc-
cess, he said.

“For some reason, I just 
thought of the Lindbergh 
race and the other flyers 
who were 
i nvolved,” 
he said. 
“You can 
see around 
1925 to 1927 
that a lot of 
the celebri-
t y-m a k i ng 
mac h i ner y 
that fills the 
newspapers and the Internet 
and TV today were being de-
veloped at the time. It was re-
ally fascinating.”

In the media coverage of 
the race to cross the Atlantic, 
each of the competing flyers 
was given an archetype, or 
a media personality. They 
were pegged as simplified 
caricatures of themselves, 
which made them easier to 
publicize. Lindbergh was the 
dark horse, a more impul-
sive than rational pilot, and 
he risked his life and sanity 
staying awake on the flight 
for more than 33 hours.

Jackson sees the same ar-
chetypes in the media today, 
with so many news stories tak-
ing the shape of moral lessons.

“Somewhere along the line, 
something develops where 
a celebrity or newsmaker is 
fit into a type, and so much 
of the coverage that follows 
seems to be driven wanting to 
justify this type,” he said.

Recently, the trial of Casey 
Anthony has drummed up 
the same pattern.

“The unspoken criticism 
was that she was driven by 
lust, which has always been 
a bad thing in our society,” 
he said. “A lusty woman, es-

pecially a mother, is always 
seen as dangerous. In the 
reporting of Casey Anthony, 
the reporting that always de-
veloped was one-sided. She 
was a party girl. She killed 
her child because she did not 
want the responsibility.”

Following the coverage, 
Jackson noticed that reporters 
never really analyzed the lack 
of hard evidence from the 
prosecutors but rather was fo-
cused on covering the mob’s 
antics and opinions outside 
the courtroom. They failed 
to step back and look at the 
members of the mob, he said.

For instance, Nancy Grace, 
one of the members featured 
heavily on television, actu-
ally was a lawyer with a 
history of prosecutorial mis-
conduct. Because she was 
moralizing, Jackson said, she 
was overlooked.

Jackson believes there is 
something cultural about 
these stories of heroes and 
villains onto which people 
latch. It shapes the news and 
makes things more simple 
and comfortable, he said.

In his own experience as 

a police reporter covering 
murders and other crimes, he 
said, he grew tired reporting 
the same type of story over 
and over, so he started writ-
ing more analytical profiles 
of his subjects. By analyzing 
the background and motives 
or murderers and criminals, 
he reported the news and 
tried to give psychological 
insight, he said.

Yet he received countless 

angry phone calls from peo-
ple accusing him of glorify-
ing their deeds, he said.

“To me, I wasn’t glorify-
ing them; I was just trying to 
understand what made them 

tick,” he said. “But it also start-
ed dawning on me that I had 
deviated from the type, which 
readers found uncomfortable. 
Why there is a need for one is a 
great mystery of society.”
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L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

Catherine Pomiecko
Staff Writer

The last time Dan Brown spoke in 
the state of New York, he fell under 
scrutiny for the controversial topics 
that he explores in his novel The Da 
Vinci Code. Seven years later, Brown 
was the one leading the scrutiny.

Just as his novels investigate the 
contradictions between science and 
religion, Brown posed the same de-
bate to Chautauquans at 8:15 p.m. 
Monday in the Amphitheater.

A red Volvo turbo station 
wagon, a white minivan and a 
blue Schwinn

Growing up, Brown had much 
exposure to both schools of thought. 
His mother, Connie, was a church 
organist and choir director “not 
shy” about her religion, Brown said. 
Needless to say, Brown regularly 
attended Sunday church services.  
While Brown may have enjoyed the 
free doughnuts more than the Scrip-
ture, he said he grew up never ques-
tioning religion, accepting it as fact.

“This reassuring and joyful 
world became my reality as a child,” 
Brown said. “It never dawned on me 
to question any of it. It was all fact. It 
had to be. All of the adults at church 
agreed, including my own mother.”

When Brown wasn’t attending 
church services, he was perfecting 
the art of dinnertime carrot cuts 
with his father, Dick, a mathematics 
teacher and textbook author. Math, 
too, was integrated into much of 
Brown’s life, whether it was at the 
dinner table through demonstra-
tions of conic sections with baby car-
rots or stargazing and pondering the 
concept of infinity and the questions 
that went with it.

Consequently, the paradox of sci-
ence and religion surrounded Brown 
from an early age. In the Brown fam-
ily car garage, his mother’s red Volvo 
turbo station wagon with the license 
plate “KYRIE,” the Latin translit-
eration for the Greek word mean-
ing “Lord,” was parked next to his 
father’s white minivan with the li-
cense plate “METRIC.” 

“This age-old battle of science and 
religion squaring off right there next 
to my little blue Schwinn,” Brown 
said.

Yet, it wasn’t until age 13 that 
Brown realized the contradictions 
between science and religion. He be-
gan to notice that what he read in the 
Bible didn’t match up with what he 

learned in school. While science of-
fered proof of its claims, religion de-
manded acceptance on faith alone.

“Since the days of Galileo and the 
Vatican, science and religion have 
been doing battle, both vying to be 
that infallible source from which we 
draw our truth, and that battle still 
rages today,” he said.

But with these contradictions 
came a commonality, Brown said. 
In his studies, he noticed that when 
science tackles more complex ques-
tions, it uses phrases like “uncer-
tainty principle” and “theory of 
relativity,” and numbers become 
imaginary. At the same time, Bud-
dhist monks read physics books that 
quantify the beliefs they have held 
for centuries. What Brown came to 
realize is the interconnectivity of 
science and religion, especially in to-
day’s advancing world.

“Science and religion are simply 
two different languages trying to 
tell the same story,” he said. “Both 
are manifestations of man’s quest 
to understand the divine, and while 
science dwells on answers, religion 
savors the questions.”

Evolution of religion
Thousands of years ago, there was 

a god or goddess to explain every 
gap of understanding about human 
nature, from infertility to thunder.  
Overtime, science discredited Juno 
and Thor as false gods, but the need 
for a higher being did not diminish. 
In a way, we still worship a “god of 
the gaps,” Brown said.

“Religion at its core is the quest to 
decipher life’s big mysteries: Where 
did we come from? Why are we 
here? And what happens when we 
die?” he said.

Whether it is a god of the gaps or 
observation of biblical stories uncan-
nily similar to the ones scribed into 
earlier Sumerian tablets, today’s reli-
gions seem to borrow aspects from 
the beliefs that came before them — 
an exciting discovery for Brown. The 
difference is that in today’s mod-
ern world, we are no longer able to 
blindly accept ancient beliefs with-
out questioning them. The challenge 
becomes balancing modern knowl-
edge with our faith.

Effects of the novels
The basis for Brown’s work is 

rooted in these unending debates. 
Brown’s characters explore the 
leaps of faith and alternative histo-

ries that Brown first questioned in 
his youth.

The responses to Brown’s novels 
have varied about as much as the 
opposing arguments he deliberates. 
He was criticized almost daily dur-
ing the height of The Da Vinci Code. 
Surprisingly, though, one priest 
approached Brown with a compli-
ment of sorts. The priest told Brown 
that his weekly Bible study that ad-
vertised discussion of The Da Vinci 
Code drew hundreds of participants 
compared to the usual handful. Al-
though he did not agree with the 
book, he was grateful for the dia-
logue.

In letters, several Catholic nuns 
wrote Brown to thank him for 
discussing the Sacred Feminine, 
saying his novel gave them the 
strength to speak out about what 
they saw as discriminatory tradi-
tions in the church — namely, that 
nuns devote their lives to God but 
are seen unfit to be priests because 
they are women.

The demand for the story ex-
tended even into the world of film. 
After some initial hesitancy, Brown 
ultimately decided making a movie 
would extend the message of his 
novels to those who can’t or don’t 
read. Angels & Demons, The Da Vinci 
Code and soon The Lost Symbol will 
make the transition from page to 
big screen.

Finding a balance
Brown’s novels bring up several 

other long-accepted topics that hold 
taboo incongruities as well. For in-
stance, science explains life on earth 
through a series of chances, a cos-
mic accident. Yet for many, it is im-
possible to accept that explanation.  
Quoting his novel, Angels & Demons, 
Brown said:

“Is it really so much easier to be-
lieve that we simply chose the right 
card from a deck of billions? Have 
we become so spiritually bankrupt 

that we would rather believe in 
mathematical impossibility than in 
a power greater than us?”

While he might not have the 
answers, Brown advocates the im-
portance of asking these questions 
through his novels. Like Leonardo 
da Vinci, Brown sees in today’s 
evolving world the promise of a 
place where science and religion can 
live in harmony.

“We live in a very exciting era,” 
he said. “For the first time in his-
tory, the line between science and 
religion is starting to blur.”

Week Six writer-in-residence Jackson to speak on the cult of personality 

Jackson
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At top, best-selling author Dan Brown holds up his father’s license plate, which reads 
“Metric,” during his evening lecture Monday in the Amphitheater. Above, a crowd gath-
ers on the Amphitheater back porch to wait in line for a book signing after the lecture.

Brown: Science, religion just two languages trying to tell same story
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T H E A T E R  /  V I S U A L  A R T S

Suzi Starheim
Staff Writer

Each summer, Chautau-
qua Theater Company draws 
artists from theater programs 
all around the country as fac-
ulty, guest artists and conser-
vatory members. This season, 
the common bond for several 
CTC members is the Brown 
University/Trinity Repertory 
Company consortium.

The group includes con-
servatory members Peter 
Mark Kendall, Charlotte 
Graham, Charlie Thurston 
and Biko Eisen-Martin, along 
with guest actor Joel de la 
Fuente, who performed in 
CTC’s productions of Anton 
Chekhov’s “Three Sisters” 
and Molly Smith Metzler’s 
“Carve” during the New Play 
Workshop Festival. “Three 
Sisters” guest director Brian 
Mertes also is affiliated with 
Brown/Trinity Rep as the 
head of the Master of Fine 
Arts in Directing program.

The Brown/Trinity Rep 
connection extends to CTC 
leadership as well, including 
Artistic Director Vivienne 
Benesch, Associate Artistic 
Director Andrew Borba and 
Artistic Associate Claire 
Karpen, all Brown alums. 

CTC Technical Director 
Chris Soley also spent a sig-
nificant amount of time at the 
Trinity Repertory Company 
as the master carpenter from 
2006 to 2008. Prior to that, he 
worked there part time for 
two years while in college.

Soley said his Trinity Rep 
experience helped him learn 
how to manage many shows 
at once, a necessary skill be-
cause of Trinity Rep’s mul-
tiple theaters.

“I learned how to get peo-
ple started on projects, leave 
and go do other things,” 
Soley said. “We’d be in tech 
in one show in our upstairs 
theater, installing a show in 
our downstairs theater and 
building a third show in our 
shop. I was like the foreman 
of all of those things. I’d have 
to run up here, answer a 
question, come down to that 

Brown/Trinity Rep students, alums flood CTC

Lecture pays artistic tribute to explorer

Adkins

Elora Tocci
Staff Writer

Terry Adkins is a fine 
artist. But his pieces aren’t 
shown in typical art open-
ings — the unveiling of his 
work usually feels more like 
a recital.

Adkins combines his 
sculpture-based installations 
with music, video and liter-
ary elements. He brings these 
other elements into his work 
because he doesn’t sculpt 
purely for himself. He uses 
his work to draw attention to 
and uplift the legacies of peo-
ple who made important con-
tributions to human culture, 
people like abolitionist John 
Brown, blues singer Bessie 
Smith and author Zora Neale 
Hurston, among others.

“I like for my work to have 
an impact on the real world, 
not just the art world,” Ad-

kins said. “I look for ways 
in which my work can be 
used as a tool to inform and 
to have a dynamic impact on 
the community from which it 
occurred.”

The subject of Adkins’ 
current project will be the 
focus of his lecture at 7 p.m. 

tonight in the Hultquist Cen-
ter. He will talk about his 
recent travels in Alaska and 
the work he did there on 
Miy Paluk, a project inspired 
by arctic explorer Matthew 
Henson. Henson went on 
eight voyages to the arctic 
region with Commander 
Robert Peary between 1891 
and 1909. He and Peary were 
the first people to set sail in 
the North Pole, but Henson, 
a black man, did not receive 
recognition for his work until 
years later.

Henson eventually was 
awarded the same medal as 
Peary and now is buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery.

“Justice was done in the 
end, but it was due to the ef-
forts of others,” Adkins said.

The title of the project 
translates to the “the kind 
one” in Inuktitut, which is 
the name the Inuit people be-
stowed upon Henson while 
he was exploring the Arctic. 
Henson diligently spent time 

learning the customs and 
culture of the indigenous 
Arctic people, winning him 
their respect. Adkins will 
talk a bit about that culture 
in his lecture.

“It’s a cool topic for such 
a hot bout of weather on the 
East Coast,” he said. “Hope-
fully, talk of the Arctic region 
and the North Pole will cool 
people off.”

In addition to his own art, 
Adkins teaches fine art at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
He said he likes staying tuned 
in to what young people are 
doing and how they’re think-
ing about art. But besides the 
mechanics and theories of 
artistic expression, Adkins 
said he wants his students to 
leave his classroom with an 
unyielding commitment to 
their craft.

“To pursue a vocation in 
art or to have a calling in art 
is a serious matter,” he said. 
“It calls for dedication and 
sacrifice.”

theater, check on something, 
go to the shop and check on 
things, and sometimes I’d 
have to say, ‘OK, give me a 
second. What show is this?’”

This is Soley’s second sum-
mer working with CTC, and 
he said his Trinity Rep expe-
rience has proved invaluable.

“The time management 
and people management 
skills I learned there really 
helped me,” he said. “The 
caliber of work we do here is 
comparable to what we do at 
Trinity.” 

CTC Stage Manager Emily 
Glinick was a stage manager 
for Trinity Rep. Her first ex-
perience with them was the 
annual Trinity Rep Summer 
Shakespeare Tour, which 
presented free outdoor plays.

She was the stage man-
ager for the show in 2002, 
2003, 2006 and 2007. She was 

also involved in productions 
of “A Christmas Carol” and 
the musical “Paris by Night.” 
Glinick said working on “A 
Christmas Carol,” which 
featured a large cast in ten 
shows per week, taught her 
how to be a capable stage 
manager.

“Just working on a show 
of that magnitude really pre-
pares you for anything,” she 
said.

Glinick said the fact that 
Brown University and Trin-
ity Repertory Company have 
a consortium helps the train-
ing actors to develop further.

“They get to see their pro-
fessors perform, see them 
direct, and then work with 
them in class and then work 
with them onstage,” Glinick 
said. “That’s something that’s 
really spectacular.”

Conservatory member 

Graham has both a master’s 
degree from Brown/Trinity 
Rep as well as a bachelor’s 
degree in theater arts from 
Brown University. Graham 
said she grew into a confident 
and decisive actress through 
Brown/Trinity Rep. She said 
this confidence and ability to 
grapple with the material has 
helped her tremendously in 
CTC productions, especially 
in her role in “Three Sisters,” 
which was “extremely physi-
cal and demanding.”

Graham also performed in 
“Build,” which, as part of the 
NPW Festival, did not allow 
the actors a great deal of re-
hearsal time.

“You just have to get up 
there, quick and dirty, and 
start being present with your 
partner and making it hap-
pen, even before you know 
what you’re saying,” she 

said. “ I think Brown/Trinity 
helped me have confidence 
enough in myself and my 
choices to be able to have fun 
with the material, rather than 
constantly being in my head 
worrying about whether I’m 
getting it right.” 

“That’s something that 
graduate training, and 
Brown in particular, gives 
you, is enough of a sense of 
self to be able to be someone 
else,” she added.

Conservatory member 
Thurston, who is entering his 
third and final year at Brown/
Trinity Rep, said working 
with permanent company 
members allows the training 
actors to become very com-
fortable while acting.

“I’ve gotten to expand my 
skills and push myself out of 
my comfort zone,” Thurston 
said. “I think that that work 
will be informed by flexing 
my muscles in different ways 
in different roles this sum-
mer.”

While the conservatory 
members who currently at-
tend Brown/Trinity Rep are 
in the same program, they 
are not all in the same year of 
their training.  Thurston said 
it is only through CTC that 
he has had a chance to work 
with Graham and Kendall.

“When you have that same 
background, a certain kind 
of social barrier has been bro-
ken,” Thurston said. “I don’t 
get that many opportunities 
to work with people outside 
of my class, so it’s been really 
cool to collaborate with them 
on a more intimate level on 
a production outside of the 
Brown/Trinity community.”

Stage Manager Glinick 
said the collaboration be-
tween the two programs is 
hugely beneficial.

“It’s funny how many of 
us there are,” Glinick said. “It 
speaks to the success both of 
Chautauqua and of the Trin-
ity Rep program.”

Photo by Maria Dalmasso

Chautauqua Theater Company actors and staff affiliated with Brown University and its resident Trinity Repertory Company include Andrew Borba, 
Biko Eisen-Martin, Emily Glinick, Chris Soley, Claire Karpen, Vivienne Benesch, Brian Mertes, Charlotte Graham, Charlie Thurston, Peter Kendall and 
Joel de la Fuente.

“I think Brown/Trinity helped me have 
confidence enough in myself and my choices 
to be able to have fun with the material, rather 
than constantly being in my head worrying 
about whether I’m getting it right.” 

—Charlotte Graham
Chautauqua Theater Company Conservatory actor
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Farideh Farhi speaks at the Amphitheater Thursday morning.

Nick Glunt
Staff Writer

Farideh Farhi, while work-
ing for the International Cri-
sis Group in 2006, attended 
a women’s demonstration in 
Iran for equal rights.

The Bush administration 
had recently given about $18 
million to various civil so-
ciety organizations in Iran, 
pushing for equal rights. The 
Iranian government viewed 
these funds as “regime-
change money.”

After she had watched for 
a long time, a police officer 
approached her. The woman 
asked Farhi leave. She did not 
leave; she tried to negotiate. 
In Iran, after all, negotiating 
with police is common.

To her surprise, that po-
lice officer arrested her. She 
had only been in Iran for two 
days. Instead of being taken 
to a police station, Farhi and 
about 70 others were taken to 
a prison’s intelligence com-
pound. The charges: acting 
against the system and threat-
ening national security.

The police suspected Farhi 
was there as an agent of the 
U.S. with cash to give to the 
civil society organizations.

After several days of inter-
rogation, Farhi was released. 
But she took with her knowl-
edge about Iran that she 
wouldn’t otherwise have had.

Farhi shared this story 
as part of her 10:45 a.m. lec-
ture Thursday in the Amphi-
theater. She was the fourth 
speaker in Week Six’s topic, 
“Iran: From Ancient Persia to 
Middle East Powder Keg.”

In addition to being a pro-
fessor of political science at 
the University of Hawaii at 
Manao, Farhi is an adviser to 
the National Iranian Ameri-
can Council.

In her speech, titled 
“Making Sense of Iran’s 
Contentious Politics,” Farhi 
explained that the Iranian 
domestic government can be 
understood in three aspects: 
the nature of revolution, the 
lack of compromise and the 
changing society.

The nature of revolution
The Islamic Revolution 

of 1979, Farhi said, was the 
first modern revolution of 
the 20th century. It was ex-
tremely popular. It brought 
together opposing forces to 
face off against monarchy. 
Monarchy, she said, could 
not adjust itself into modern 
times, so it had to go.

There were three goals of 
the revolution: no to monar-
chy, no to dictatorship and 
no to a patron-client relation-
ship with the U.S. Similarly, 
the slogans read indepen-
dence and freedom.

Later, a third slogan was 
added: Islamic republic.

“It was added later, some 
people say, to ensure clerical 
control,” Farhi said, “while 
others saw it as a commit-
ment to economic justice and 
populace politics.”

Once the monarch was 
removed, the consensus fell 
apart. The differing opinion-
holders could only agree on 
what they did not want; there 
was no choice in what system 
to adopt.

Lack of compromise
Farhi asked the audience 

to think of the words “Is-
lamic” and “republic.” She 
said an “Islamic republic” is 
an oxymoron. As such, prob-
lems were unavoidable.

Farhi: Political-religious compromise will solve Iran’s problems

The clerics are not elected 
and essentially have veto 
power. The elected officials 
— the president and parlia-
ment — represent the people 
but constantly are in conflict 
with the clerics on how to 
run the country.

“Under consensual cir-
cumstances, if there was a 
broad agreement about how 
to run the country — the pol-
icy direction of the country 
— this institutional arrange-
ment could be considered 
a system of checks and bal-
ances,” Farhi said. “But as we 
are learning in the case of the 
United States as well, these 
institutions of checks and bal-
ance in times of serious policy 
disagreements and conflict 
end up being institutions that 
are in gridlock and impasse.”

In the end, it comes down 
to whether the interests of 
state trump interests of re-
ligion, or vice-versa. As it 
turned out, the state won that 
battle, Farhi said.

She added that one of the 
causes of the uncompromis-
ing problem is that the Irani-
an people never were able to 
keep a single revolutionary 
political party to keep prog-
ress on the right track.

Instead, she said, there is 
an “absolute impasse” in the 
Iranian government.

Changing Iranian society
Secularism is Iran is grow-

ing, she said, which is direct-
ly opposing the idea of an 
Islamic republic.

“You can live in Iran,” Farhi 
said the government tells the 
secular middle class. “It’s your 
country. Even make good 
money if you have good skills. 
… You can enjoy your private 
life, as long as it does not spill 
too much into the public life, 
because your lifestyles are not 
Islamic enough. Either don’t 
participate in elections, or if 
election results are manipulat-
ed to change the results, don’t 
protest. Because if you do, you 
will be dealt with harshly.”

The supreme leader of 
Iran, the leader of the clerics, 
has the final say, according 
to the Iranian Constitution. 
Once he announces the elec-
tion results, it is final. How-
ever, that’s only if you take it 
literally, Farhi said.

She said the idea that the 
supreme leader has absolute 
power is very much “against 

the spirit” of the 1979 mon-
arch-removing revolution. 
In the end, it returns back to 
that revolution.

“The Islamic republic re-
mains in limbo,” Farhi said. 
“It is still trying to find a 
compromise to the funda-
mental contradiction of a 
popular, anti-imperialist rev-
olution that cannot find the 
proper balance or accommo-
dation among the contending 
forces. Unless it can become 
a much more inclusive politi-
cal system, Iran will continue 
to become a very noisy place 
for years to come.”

AQ&
A full transcript of the 
Q-and-A is available 
with this lecture recap 
at www.chqdaily.com

Q: If there is so much conten-
tion between President 

Ahmadinejad and the supreme 
leader, how did the ’09 election 
go to Ahmadinejad?

A: In the 2009 election, 
there was no conten-

tion between the two. But in 
the 2011 (election), there is a 
tremendous amount of con-
tention. And I have always 
said that the relationship be-
tween Ahmadinejad and the 
supreme leader is more like a 
temporary marriage. We have 
an institution among mostly 
Shiite Muslims called tem-
porary marriage where you 
actually marry someone for a 
short period of time, and you 
define it for a short period of 
time. Sometimes people call it 
legal prostitution, but some-
times it could be for 99 years. 
So it’s a very complicated sys-
tem of contract between men 
and women. But in this case, 
Ayatollah Khamenei himself 
has said why he supported 
Ahmadinejad in the 2009 
election. After the election, he 
came out and effectively said, 
“I supported him because his 
ideas were more similar to 
mine.” Effectively, rather than 
saying, “I am the father of the 
nation, father of everybody,” 

you know, because that’s 
what constitutionally the su-
preme leader is supposed to 
do, “I think more like this 
guy, and I think ideas like his 
should be in power.” Because, 
remember, Iran was also get-
ting ready for the Obama ad-
ministration to come in, and 
very important nuclear nego-
tiations were about to happen. 
So the supreme leader wanted 
to make sure that someone 
who has similar views on for-
eign policy was the president 
of Iran. But Ahmadinejad 
was a very interesting char-
acter in some ways. I mean, 
he’s short, but he’s very bold, 
and he challenges everybody 
inside Iran. … People inside 
Iran are also in awe of him. 
It’s not only outside. And he 
simply took a principle posi-
tion on the issue that “I am 
the president of Iran, and as 
the president of Iran, I should 
be able to fire and hire my 
cabinet members. The clerics 
can tell us what is Islamic or 
not Islamic, but they should 
not meddle in the executive 
affairs of the country. Consti-
tutionally, that is my respon-
sibility.” That was fine. What 
really did him in was that he 
didn’t go to work for 11 days 
because that was perceived, 
effectively, as a boycott, a 
challenge to clerical rule in 
Iran. And that is the context 
that the conflict occurs. Let 
me just end by saying that 
Ayatollah Khamenei current-
ly now wants Ahmadinejad to 
finish his term, does not want 
to get rid of him. But it all will 
depend on Ahmadinejad and 
whether or not he will contin-
ue to be a naughty boy or not.

Q: There are several ques-
tions about the revolu-

tionary guard, their power, who 
controls them. Can you speak to 
that topic, please?

A: There is a tremendous 
amount of debate on 

this issue among Iran experts. 
There is no disagreement on 
the increasing influence of the 
revolutionary guards. OK? 
Iranian society has become 
a securitized society, be-
cause the Islamic system feels 

threatened. Now, we can have 
a debate about why that is the 
case, whether or not this was 
something that was going to 
happen anyway as the Islamic 
system was challenged by re-
formers or the policies of isola-
tion that have been practiced 
by United States government 
… and the threat of war that 
is constantly in the air, threat 
of attacks, has helped that se-
curitization. But the reality is 
that revolutionary guards, as 
well as other security, parallel 
security institutions in Iran, 
have become more power-
ful. The revolutionary guards 
have also entered various 
economic arenas. So Iran now 
has a very viable and military 
industrial complex that exists 
in many other countries of 
the world. And the question, 
what is debated, is whether or 
not these revolutionary guard 
institutions, IRGC, have now 
become powerful enough that 
it effectively runs the country. 
I am not in that camp. I basi-
cally think that the structure 
of the Islamic republic with 
the clerical rule at the top, 
the office of the leader, is ef-
fectively in charge and con-
stitutionally, the office of the 
leader appoints and gets rid 
of the leaders of the revolu-
tionary guard. So, there is a 
debate about whether or not 
the military as an institution 
has taken over Iranian poli-
tics, let us say, the way it used 
to be in Pakistan or perhaps 
still is, or the way it used to be 
in Turkey. Iran, from my point 
of view, Iran has never had a 
tradition of military taking 
over government institutions 
and running the country. It 
has had a tradition of what 
some people call sultanistic 
rule, monarchical rule, one-
manned rule. And I think 
that’s the direction Iran has 
taken in the past few years.

Q: Could you speak to the 
role of oil in keeping the 

current system in place? What 
would happen if the oil price de-
creased significantly?

A: Iran has survived, OK, 
let’s be very clear, (on) 

very, very low oil prices. In 
the 1980s, we’re talking about 
$9 per barrel; during Khata-
mi’s presidency, it was $14 a 
barrel, but there is no doubt 
that at this time in Iran’s 
history, where Iran is faced 
with one of the most tough-
est sanctioned regimes ever 
instituted, that oil prices are 
very important in maintain-
ing at least the government of 
Ahmadinejad in power. This 
is particularly so because 
Ahmadinejad came to power 
on a platform of economic 
justice, so he has used these 
oil prices to spread it out to 
various groups that are sup-
portive of the system. So, the 
government budget outlays 
have increased, deficit has in-
creased, so if oil prices drop 

significantly … even to $60 or 
$70 levels, people think that 
the Iranian government will 
be in trouble. The problem is 
that oil prices are not expect-
ed to drop, so that’s the reali-
ty. Secondly, is that in the past 
year or so, the government of 
Iran, because of all these pres-
sures, has been forced to in-
stitute a very, very broad and 
extensive austerity program. 
They have cut the subsidies; 
they have increased the price 
of gasoline inside the country 
to tremendous levels. They 
increased it in the free market 
by 700 percent, and (there are) 
no riots. That’s why IMF — In-
ternational Monetary Fund — 
loves Iran’s austerity program 
because people have taken it. 
And so there is a degree of ra-
tionalization of the economy, 
ironically caused or helped by 
this very, very intensive sanc-
tions regime going on. But the 
result is not very clear.

Q: If there are limited free-
doms in Iran, how can the 

Iranian newspaper be so critical 
of the president and his admin-
istration?

A: That’s the irony. I tell 
you, every day I read 

the newspapers. And there 
are periods where newspa-
pers are closed. So, it happens. 
But for example, since two 
months ago, three reformist 
newspapers were allowed to 
publish again, and I read it ev-
ery day, and I’m just stunned 
of the kind of criticism. And 
let us be clear now, because 
of the changes that have oc-
curred, these criticism are 
not only against the president 
anymore — they don’t name 
the supreme leader because 
that’s against the law, to criti-
cize the supreme leader — but 
because the supreme leader 
came out and said, “My views 
are similar to Ahmadinejad,” 
when you are criticizing Ah-
madinejad’s foreign policy, 
you are criticizing the su-
preme leader as well. So that’s 
the strange part. And the 
criticism does not only come 
in reformist papers because 
the conservatives don’t get 
along either. OK? The tradi-
tion is that when you get rid 
of a competitor, the competi-
tion doesn’t end. In fact, the 
competition becomes more 
intense. I guess it’s like when 
you get into a fight with your 
brother, your fight might be 
more intense than with your 
friend. I don’t know what’s 
the deal. But remember I said 
the Islamic Republican Party 
was disbanded, and at that 
time, the Islamic Republican 
Party was able to get rid of all 
the non-Islamic competition. 
Even without non-Islamic 
competition, what happened 
was you had more intense 
competition within. So that’s 
the irony, that’s the paradox.

—Transcribed by
Emma Morehart
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“Christianity is a Middle 
Eastern religion,” Charles 
Kimball said.

There are between 14 and 
17 million Christians in the 
Middle East today, but many 
struggle to understand or 
remain unaware of their tra-
ditions and history.

Kimball is the director 
of religious studies at the 
University of Oklahoma. He 
is the author of five books, 
including When Religion Be-
comes Lethal. His lecture at 2 
p.m. Wednesday in the Hall 
of Philosophy was “Chris-
tians in Iran: Before and Af-
ter the 1979 Revolution.”

Kimball opened his lec-
ture with a quote from the 
first chapter of his book, 
called “Christmas with the 
Ayatollah.” From 1977 to 
1978, Kimball lived in Cairo 
as a part of his Harvard doc-
toral program; it was during 
this time that Anwar Sadat 
announced he would travel 
to Israel to attempt peace 
talks. He said these two ex-
periences, his time spent in 
Egypt and the 1979 Iranian 
revolution, “set me on a 30-
year path, exploring what 
in the world is going on in 
terms of religion and poli-
tics, especially in the Mid-
dle East, but also here in the 
United States.”

Kimball set out to explain 
the presence of Christianity 
in the Middle East.

“Most of us, in the West, 
especially, know very little 
about the Christian commu-
nities in the Middle East,” 
Kimball said. “There is an 
abysmal ignorance that ac-
companies any awareness 
… and I think there is a 
form of intellectual imperi-
alism at work among many 
in this process.”

This intellectual imperi-
alism is the idea that Chris-
tianity can’t spread without 
the help of western mission-
aries. It’s not true, Kimball 
said.

“It’s good to remember 
at the outset that the Mid-
dle East is the place where 
Christianity began,” he 
said. 

Yet church history in 
western seminaries tends 
to ignore Middle Eastern 
churches, though there are 

several prominent denomi-
nations specific to these 
countries that are believed 
to have their foundations 
in the work of biblical dis-
ciples.

“For the Christians in 
these communities that date 
themselves back to the ear-
liest centuries of Christian-
ity, these are the traditions 
that they’ve always held,” 
he said. “They were found-
ed by the disciples them-
selves, and they continue to 
be a presence and witness, 
down through the centuries 
… whether we were paying 
them attention here or not.”

Kimball discussed two 
of historical Christianity’s 
most important controver-
sies: the nature of the trin-
ity and the divinity of Je-
sus. The eastern churches 
struggled more with com-
ing to an agreement over 
the nature of Jesus’ divinity 
and humanity. This schism 
resulted in two schools of 
thought, the Monophysit-
ism and Nestorianism, by 
451 A.D.

Although it was deemed 
heretical by the Council 
of Chalcedon, Monophy-
sitism was the dominant 
idea in Egyptian and Syr-
ian churches, whereas 
Nestorianism flourished in 
modern-day Iran. Today, 80 
percent of Christians in the 
Middle East are associated 

with the Egyptian (Cop-
tic), Syrian and Armenian 
churches.

“Christianity is not 
monolithic; it has never 
been monolithic,” Kimball 
said.

Christians endured both 
safety and danger in the 
Sassanian period, their 
persecution usually at the 
hands of Zoroastrians.

“If you want to look at 
the history of Christianity 
in the Middle East and find 
a history of persecution, 
you can certainly find it,” 
Kimball said. “But you can 
also find a long history of 
cooperation.”

The fundamental mes-
sage of Islam is not one of 
mass conversion, Kimball 
said, because that could not 
account for the high num-
bers of Christians living in 
the Middle East today.

“It speaks to a different 
understanding of Islam,” he 
said.

Christian missionary 
activity — be it Catholic, 
Anglican or Presbyterian — 
did not often result in the 
mass conversion of Mus-
lims, for two reasons. First, 

Kimball discusses Christianity in Iran and the Middle East at large

SIX
Religion in Iran: 
The Many Faces
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Charles Kimball, director of religious studies at the University of Oklahoma, gives Wednesday’s Interfaith 
Lecture in the Hall of Philosophy. 

Kimball explained, the fig-
ure of Jesus already fit into 
Islamic theology and his-
tory — there was already an 
established place for him in 
Islam. Second, conversion to 
Christianity for many Mus-
lims could result in their 
deaths. Christians began to 
proselytize to other Chris-
tians “who weren’t quite 
Christian enough” in the 
views of the missionaries, 
instead of Muslims.

The ecumenical move-
ment in the 20th century en-
couraged churches to find 
common ground. Kimball 
worked with the Middle 
East Council of Churches to 
help the sundry Orthodox 
churches and those of other 
traditions reconnect with 
western churches.

Just as Christianity is 
not monolithic, nor is Iran, 
which in fact made provi-
sions for three seats for 
Christians in Parliament. 
Iranians have demonstrated 
a desire for democracy for at 
least the past 30 years; their 
primary complaint in 2009, 
for instance, was the act of 
disenfranchisement. More 
than 80 percent of the coun-
try voted in the 2009 elec-
tion; just three hours later, 
Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad 
won, somehow with an ex-
cess of 20 million votes.

“You can be pretty sure 

that this is a completely 
bankrupt process,” Kimball 
said. “Part of what people 
were so angry about was the 
sham of democracy, when it 
was such a rigged election.”

Kimball himself met with 
different ayatollahs, who 
proved to be more moder-
ate, concerned about too 
much religious involvement 
in government. That’s not 
to say persecution doesn’t 
exist against Christians in 
the Middle East, Kimball 
explained, pointing to the 
burning of Coptic churches 
in Egypt, or that discrimi-
nation against other reli-
gions is absent.

But it’s important not to 
define entire religious sys-
tems by their times of catas-
trophe, he said.

Kimball posits that there 
is no “magic formula” or 
workable template to con-
nect politics and religion 
successfully, let alone to 
create a thriving Islamist 
state. Other governments 
can learn from both the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of countries like Iran, even 
the United States.

“If we live up to our own 
principles, we can mod-
el something better than 
we’ve done at many points, 
for the rest of the world,” 
Kimball said.

Chautauqua 
LIterary and 
Scientific Circle 
Class of 2011
Photo | Eve Edelheit

The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle graduating Class of 2011 poses 
before the Recognition Day parade 
and ceremony Wednesday morning 
in the Hall of Philosophy. In order to 
receive their diplomas, graduates must 
have paid for four years’ worth of 
CLSC dues, at $10 per year, and have 
read any 12 selections from the CLSC 
Historic Book List, which dates back to 
the CLSC’s founding in 1878.
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NEWSFLASH:  New ways of addressing the 
challenges faced by individuals with disabilities 
will be explored when The Resource Center 
presents its second annual “TRC at Chautauqua 
Symposium” August 16 and 17.

Frank Flannery
International Adviser to the Rehab Group; Imme-
diate Past President of “Workability International”

While individuals with disabilities have made 
tremendous progress in recent decades in their 
efforts to lead enriching, rewarding lives as 
valued members of society, they still experience 
a number of daunting challenges.  As the 
preeminent provider of services and supports to 
individuals with disabilities and their families 
in Chautauqua County, The Resource Center 
knows well the unique issues faced by persons 
with disabling conditions.

For the second year in a row, The Resource 
Center will bring to Chautauqua County 
acclaimed experts in the disability field.  
These speakers will share their insights and 
experiences, enabling local professionals and 
families to learn new approaches to address 
universal challenges.  The Symposium is titled, 
“Supporting Individuals with Disabilities: A 
Changing Landscape.”  

The event promises to be an experience like 
no other, where one can engage in some of the 
most fascinating discussions with those on the 
front lines of the issues and hear from those 
who experience disabling conditions throughout 
their daily lives. You’ll get a firsthand glimpse 
inside their struggles and triumphs.  The 
experiences of those with disabilities can be 
quite diverse, but they can touch in profound 
ways the individuals, their families and their 
community.

Day 1 of the Symposium is set for Tuesday, 
August 16, at the Chautauqua Suites Meeting 
and Expo Center on West Lake Road (Route 
394) in Mayville.

This year’s speakers include Frank Flannery, 
from Dublin Ireland, who is an International 
Adviser to the Rehab Group.  Frank will be 
discussing approaches taken in Europe and 
other continents to support the employment of 
individuals with disabilities.

Then there’s Dr. Frederick Frese, from Hudson, 
OH, founder of the Community and State 
Hospital section of the American Psychological 
Association.  He will be discussing the aspects of 
coping for persons with serious mental illness, 
as he himself has schizophrenia.

Next, there’s Dr. Maggie Buckley and David 

Morlock, from Buffalo.  Maggie is a School 
Psychologist, and founder of Transforming 
Care. Her husband, David, is a Self-
Determination Staff Mentor.  They will share 
the story of their daughter Carly so that other 
individuals with disabilities and their families 
can learn how to experience rich and rewarding 
lives in their homes and communities.

Last but not least, Elmer L. Cerano rounds 
out this year’s featured speakers.  He is from 
Lansing, MI, and is the Executive Director 
of Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service 
Inc.  Elmer will take you through the process 
of moving from “what is” to “what can be” 
in achieving full employment for those with 
disabilities.

Typically, one would expect to have to travel 
outside of the Chautauqua region, and perhaps 
even outside New York State, as well as pay a 
hefty registration fee in order to hear speakers 
of this caliber.  But The Resource Center has 
made it possible to host this Symposium right 
in our own backyard, and TRC has made the 
Symposium affordable – just $69, which covers 
both days of the Symposium.

For that price, you also will get to enjoy 
a noontime panel discussion on Day 1, at 
which you will have the rare opportunity to 
hear personal perspectives and gain valuable 
insight from four accomplished individuals 
with varying disabling conditions.  The panel 
presenters are Jeffrey Axelson, Chris Davis, 
Henry Wesley and Jennifer Yost.  They are 
looking forward to sharing their amazing, 
inspiring and moving stories, so you won’t want 
to miss that.

If that weren’t enough, your Symposium 
experience doesn’t end there.  Once Day 1 
wraps up, The Resource Center is offering 
attendees the opportunity to take a relaxing 
and breathtaking cruise aboard the historic 
steamship the Chautauqua Belle as she plies 
the tranquil waters of beautiful Chautauqua 
Lake.  Or, if you’d rather, you may attend one 
of the fascinating lectures or other exciting 
events at the legendary cultural icon of the area, 
Chautauqua Institution.

Day 2 of the Symposium on Wednesday, August 
17, promises to be equally as exciting, rewarding 
and enriching as the first day.  Be inspired as 
you leave the Chautauqua Suites and visit the 
facilities of The Resource Center to tour some 
of the agency’s many programs.  Here’s your 
chance to interact one on one with the guest 
speakers from Day 1 and engage in an informal 
dialog in a more casual setting.  After that, 
you’re invited to TRC’s Conference Center for an 
exquisite buffet luncheon, during which you and 
the guest speakers will share insights gleaned 
from the morning sessions.

As you can see, the second annual “TRC at 
Chautauqua Symposium” features speakers with 
diverse backgrounds and global perspectives 
on current and critical issues facing individuals 
with disabilities and their families.  An event 
like this doesn’t come around very often, and 
for only $69 you can experience the riches of all 
that the Symposium has to offer. 

The event comes on the heels of last year’s 
successful inaugural Symposium, held on the 
grounds of Chautauqua Institution.  Speakers at 
that event included John Kemp, Esq., the Chief 
Executive Officer of ACCES (formerly known as 
the American Congress of Community Supports 
and Employment Services); Mary Ellen O’Keefe, 
a Clinical Nurse Specialist in adult psychiatric 
mental health in Bellingham, WA; and Paul 

Marchand, Director of the Disability Policy 
Collaboration of The Arc and United Cerebral 
Palsy.

Last year’s passionate keynote speaker was 
Dr. Thomas Pomeranz, President and CEO 
of Universal LifeStiles.  During his speech, 
Tom implored the audience to gain a better 
understanding of and sensitivity to the problems 
and issues those with disabling conditions face 
when seen as “different or disenfranchised.”  
He also spoke on the importance of family and 
how those with disabilities need the freedom to 
experience other things of value in their lives, 
such as a job, education and friends.

Last year’s other speakers included Dr. Marie 
Eaton, Professor of Humanities and Education 
at Western Washington University, and James 
McClelland, President and CEO of Goodwill 
Industries of Central Indiana.

As TRC Executive Director Paul Cesana said 
during last year’s symposium, “We are very 
fortunate to have these individuals with us.  We 
are participating in a very exciting process, to 
reflect on how the lives of those with disabling 
conditions are interwoven with family and 
friends and to reflect on the cultural differences 
as well. It’s an event that I hope provided us 
with many different elements of reflection, 
helped broaden our understanding of trends 
and energized us to energize each other.”

So register today to attend the second annual 
“TRC at Chautauqua Symposium.”  The $69 
fee includes both days of the Symposium, 
lunch both days, and the cruise aboard the 
Chautauqua Belle.

The historic steamship the Chautauqua Belle.

For more information or to reserve your spot 
today, please phone Victoria Trass Bardo at 716-
661-1477, or send her an email at vicky.bardo@
resourcecenter.org by Tuesday, August 9.  You 
can also register by mail by sending a check 
for $69 to TRC Foundation, 200 Dunham Ave, 
Jamestown, NY, 14701.  Or register online at 
www.trcsymposium.com.

S e c o n d  A n n u A l

TRc AT chAuTAuquA SympoSium
Coming August 16-17

The Resource Center offers an amazing learning 
opportunity for those connected to the disability field.

ADVERTISEMENT
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r e l i g i o n

Mary Lee Talbot
Staff Writer

Raphael Gamaliel War-
nock is named after an angel 
and a rabbi. I asked how that 
combination had affected 
his ministry.

He said, “I don’t take my-
self too seriously.”

He may not take himself 
seriously, but he has taken 
his opportunities and gifts 
seriously to build a ministry 
respected by both the church 
and secular institutions.

Warnock has been named 
one of Ebony magazine’s 
“Thirty Leaders of the Fu-
ture,” one of “Twenty to 
Watch” by The African Ameri-
can Pulpit, one of the “Top 25 
pastors in Metropolitan At-
lanta” by Concerned Black 
Clergy, one of the “New 
Kingdom Voices” by Gos-
pel Today magazine, one of 
“God’s Trumpets” by the 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition, 
a “Good Shepherd” by As-
sociated Black Charities, 
one of the “Chosen Pastors” 
by Gospel Choice Awards, 
one of the “‘Up and Com-
ers — 40 under 40’ Leaders 
in the Atlanta Metropolitan 
Area” by the Atlanta Business 
Chronicle and a “Man of In-
fluence” by the Atlanta Busi-
ness League. He is a National 
TRIO Achiever Award recipi-

ent and was inducted into the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Board 
of Preachers.

He is a graduate of the 
Summer Leadership Institute 
of Harvard University. He 
led a “Freedom Caravan” to 
Louisiana to help scattered 
Katrina victims vote. News-
week magazine did an article 
on his ministry in a car wash 
titled “For Those Who’ve 
Fallen, Salvation Amid the 
Suds.” He has done public 
policy work with the Nation-
al Black Leadership Commis-
sion on AIDS.

Ebenezer Baptist Church 
was founded in 1886 by the 
Rev. John A. Parker, a man 
born into slavery. The Rev. 
Adam Daniel Williams suc-
ceeded him in 1894. The 
church moved into the base-
ment of what would become 
its Heritage Sanctuary in 
1914, and the church was 
completed in 1922. Wil-
liams and his wife, Jennie 
Parks, had a daughter, Al-
berta Christine Williams, 
who married Martin Luther 
King Sr. Williams’ efforts 
resulted in the building of 
Washington High School, the 
first high school for African-
Americans in Atlanta in 1924.  
The Rev. Martin Luther King 
Sr. began his ministry in 1931 
and was joined in 1960 by his 
son, Martin Luther King Jr. In 

1975, the Rev. Joseph Lowery 
began a ministry that lasted 
30 years. Warnock began his 
ministry in 2005.

I asked him what was hap-
pening at Ebenezer today.

“We are building a com-
munity center at the cost of 
$7 million in the middle of 
a recession,” he said. “Our 
church has a name but not a 
lot of money. We are build-
ing with the help of members 
and friends.

“The center will be called 
the Martin Luther King Sr. 
Community Resources Cen-
ter. ‘Daddy’ King led a voting 
rights campaign in 1935, when 
you could get lynched for 
such activity. It was 30 years 
later, in 1965, that his son, 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
fighting for the Voting Rights 
Act. ‘Daddy’ King also fought 
for equal salaries for teachers 

in the school system.”
Warnock continued, “The 

center also continues the leg-
acy of Martin Luther King Jr. 
and his ‘Poor People’s Cam-
paign.’ We have partnered 
with a number of non-prof-
its, and three of them will 
have offices on the Ebenezer 
campus.

“The Casey Family foun-
dation works to improve the 
life outcomes for children 
and youth. They embrace 
families. One of their pro-
grams is to take children 
from foster care to forever 
care. Can you imagine any 
of your children aging out of 
the system at age 18 and be-
ing put out on the street with 
their belongings in a garbage 
bag and told to make a life?

“Operation Hope will es-
tablish an office called Hope 
Financial to provide people 

with financial literacy. John 
Hope Bryant, the direc-
tor, has a motto, ‘from civil 
rights to silver rights.’  He 
believes that a person who 
does not have a bank ac-
count in the 21st century is 
an economic slave. You will 
be able to come to church 
and get a mortgage, because 
they are partnered with the 
Financial Services Roundta-
ble, which finances about 80 
percent of the mortgages in 
this country.”

The other foundation is a 
local one in Atlanta called 
the Working Families Foun-
dation. It helps the chroni-
cally unemployed and un-
deremployed get coaching 
so they can enter the mar-
ketplace. They are partnered 
with employers so that peo-
ple will have a job when they 
are finished.

“So we are teaching peo-
ple how to get money, what 
to do with it and embracing 
the entire family,” Warnock 
said. “We want to develop 
a national model for a his-

toric church to partner with 
non-profits and businesses 
to change the outcomes for 
the poor.

“One of our goals is to in-
crease the graduation rates 
in schools. Another goal is to 
move the average credit score 
in the neighborhood up 100 
points. That is tantamount 
to bringing money and busi-
ness into the neighborhood.”

I asked him how his degree 
in systematic theology helped 
him create this ministry.

“I am trying to make my 
theology live,” he said. “I am 
grateful for my training. It 
gave me a critical framework 
to interrogate my faith and 
ask tough questions so I am 
not embracing the God of the 
gaps or the Deus ex machina. 
I want a God who is relevant 
to the complexities of post-
modern life.

“I connect very much with 
the piety of my childhood, 
but my father taught me 
how to ask tough questions. 
Graduate school gave me the 
formal framework that my 
parents encouraged.”

Warnock said he is look-
ing forward to finishing his 
book Piety or Protest: Black 
Theology and the Divided Mind 
of the Black Church.

“On the one hand, the 
black church has come from 
the pietism of the revival 
movement,” he said. “On the 
other hand, the radical thrust 
for liberation informs it. It 
was born and shaped by the 
faith of the evangelical Chris-
tian missionaries, yet it in-
cluded fighting for freedom 
so that it became other than 
the faith of the missionaries. 
It said that human oppres-
sion and true Christian faith 
are incompatible. It was out 
of that tradition that Martin 
Luther King came.”

Photo | Demetrius Freeman

The Rev. Raphael Warnock delivers the Sunday morning sermon in the Amphitheater.

Warnock continues King legacy at Ebenezer Baptist Church

Column by emily perper

Morning Worship
The Rev. Raphael G. Warnock concluded his time at 

Chautauqua at the morning worship service at 9:15 
a.m. Thursday in the Amphitheater.

His sermon title was “The Proclamation of Cre-
ation,” and the Scripture was Psalms 24:1-2 and Psalms 19:1-4.

“We live in a divided world,” Warnock said.
Factors like nationality, ideology and theology separate us 

from one another.
“We are increasingly alienated from the earth itself,” he said.
Warnock attributed this separation to a western Cartesian 

worldview.
“We tend to think of ourselves as separate,” he said. 

“What is the church’s message for its home?”
Talk of ecology did not appear in churches until recently. 

Warnock discussed the temptation for African-Americans to 
subliminate environmental issues in favor of those that may 
appear more pressing, like poverty and racism. But these 
three issues — poverty, racism and environmentalism — are, 
according to Warnock, inextricably linked and need to be 
addressed in conjunction with one another.

He made the point that the impoverished often are the 
least responsible for the environmental crisis, yet they bear 
the brunt of its consequences. Race, he said, is the best 
predictor of where a toxic waste dump is most likely located. 
Warnock cited the Warren County soil contamination scan-
dal and other catastrophes, like Hurricane Katrina and lead 
poisoning epidemics in poor neighborhoods, that demon-
strate this strain of environmental racism.

“I submit to you that this is all part of a complex web of 
environment and environmental hazard,” Warnock said.

To combat this “crisis of creation,” there has to be  
communication.

“We have to talk to each other,” Warnock said.
He reiterated that different issues of social justice are 

interconnected.
“Don’t reduce this to ‘save the spotted owl’ … ‘saving the 

whales,’” he said. “We’ve got to save our children. This is a 
moral issue.

 “People are fighting over water in strange, faraway 
places, like Georgia, and Florida and Alabama,” Warnock 
said, making the point that such shortages are not consigned 
to underdeveloped nations.

Warnock shared that when he asked God what to preach 
about during his last sermon at Chautauqua, God said, “(Tell 
them that) all around them, there was preaching going on.”

“There is a sermon in the sky,” Warnock said.
He continued, “Preachers aren’t the only ones who 

preach; humans aren’t the only ones who worship.”
Damaging the environment does a terrible thing — it 

disrupts a good sermon, he said.
“We also ought to be kind to creation, because creation is 

God’s congregation,” Warnock said.
Jesus used examples of the natural world to teach his fol-

lowers. Warnock offered the examples of the verses in the 
New Testament where Jesus discusses the care God gives to 
an animal as seemingly insignificant as the sparrow, in-
structing his followers to choose faith over fear.

Warnock referenced Luke 12:16-22, a parable with a 
similar metaphor to the verses about the sparrows. In the 
parable, God chastises the rich man for overthinking his 
path to success.

“He only saw himself, and that’s why the Bible called him 
a fool,” Warnock said.

“I wonder sometimes if the story would’ve ended dif-
ferently if the (rich man) had taken the time to talk to his 
crops,” Warnock said. “You don’t go to church? Never mind 
the preaching of the preacher. Listen to the cornstalk. … If 
you’ve got as much sense as a cornstalk, you ought to spend 
your life serving God.

The Rev. William Jackson served as liturgist. Willie La Fa-
vor, director of music at Messiah Lutheran Church, instruc-
tor at the Hochstein School of Music and member of Motet 
Choir, read the Scripture from the choir loft. Jared Jacobsen, 
organist and coordinator of worship and sacred music, led 
the Motet Choir in the anthem “No Not One,” arranged by 
Larry Shackley, with text by Johnson Oatman Jr. The Geral-
dine M. and Frank E. McElree Jr. Chaplaincy Fund continues 
to support this week’s services.
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NOTICES

SERVICES
HOUSEKEEPING. We’ll clean 
your home while you enjoy your 
time in Chautauqua. Kate-753-
2408. Tammy-499-1261

Live a colorful life with a new col-
ors in your rooms. Charlotte & Bill 
Crittenden- Distinctive Painting 
and Wallpapering 753-5562

NUTRILITE, the world’s leading 
brand of vitamin, mineral, and 
dietary supplements, based on 
2009 sales, specially formulated to 
deliver the unique benefits of plant 
concentrates. To learn more, con-
tact Heather Moniot at 866-424-
9076 or heather@livethelifesite.
com.  Amway  Independen t 
Business Owner

STORAGE

WANTED
LOAN ME a Cello and Bow. Bob 
Hopper 357-9315 or Hopper.r@att.
net

S TA M P  C O L L E C T I O N S /
Accumulations. U.S./Foreign. Will 
travel to appraise. Chautauqua’s 
Stamp Professor. 904-315-5482

BOOKS FOR SALE

CONDOS FOR RENT
GULF FRONT Beach front para-
dise on Longboat Key Florida 
available  for monthly lease. 3000 
square foot townhouse tranquil 
setting with dolphins, dunes, and 
the gulf at your door. Private 
beach front pool, 5 star restau-
rants, St.  Armand circle world 
class shopping, Sarasota opera, 
ballet, symphony, Van Weisal 
nightly world class entertainment 
minutes away. Call Nancy for 
booking (917-470-9943)

CONDO FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS
NEED SOMEONE To translate a 
Latin Document. Papal Bull dated 
1526. Call Steve at 704-905-
1311 or 716-357-8207.

c l a s s i f i e d s
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2012 SEASON
A CHARMING GUEST cottage. 
Sleeps two. Newly remodeled, 
park-like setting, patio, on-site 
parking, on tram & bus route. 
W/D, A/C, cable, wireless inter-
net, D/W, pet friendly. Season/
Half-season. 716-357-2499

AVAILABLE WEEKS 1,7. Luxury 
condo near plaza. 3 bdr., 3 baths, 
Central Air, beautiful porch, wifi, 
great for multiple couples or mul-
tigenerational family. 716-510-
8993

BRAND NEW apartment avail-
able weeks 1-9. 2 bedroom, 2 
bath, full kitchen, W/D, flat screen 
Tv, A/C, WiFi. Next to Bestor 
Plaza, short flat walk to Amp. 
$2300/week. 13CenterCHQ@
gmail.com or 301-351-0700

Charming Victorian 5 BR. Sleeps 
10-13. 4 full baths. 2 kit. 2 LR. 
2DR. 2 W/D. 6 porches. Patio. 
Grill. Cable. DVD. High-speed 
wireless internet. AC. Parking. 
Excellent location. Near Amp. 
$2900. 412-818-7711. Available 
weeks 2,6,7,8,9.

MODERN CONDO, 2 Bedrooms, 
Kitchen, Porch, A/C, W/D, Cable 
TV & Internet. Close to Bestor 
Plaza, Amphitheatre, Lake. 
Weeks 1,2,3. H: 440-543-6427 or 
C: 216-410-5677.

SNOW BIRD special, 2nd floor, 3 
Bedroom, 2 Bath, Modern, Well 
furnished, fully equipped, huge 
sleeping and dining porch, A/C, 
Heat, DW, W&D, Cable, WiFi, 
Parking, Rent Includes 6/1/12 
u n t i l  9 / 3 0 / 1 2 ,  4 2  F o s t e r.  
j immorr is@morr is t rus t .ne t , 
(716)490-1659

WEEK 1. Albion A, 5 South 
Terrace. Modern 2 bdrm, 2 ba, 
porch on Miller Park, Central A/C, 
W/D, WiFi. $2,200 week, early 
entry negotiable. 716-357-5813

WEEKS 1-9 3B OAK. Between 
Pratt North Lake. 2B-2B. Parking 
and A/C. Call 440-759-0069

WEEKS 1-9, 3 Oak. 2B-1B. 
Parking, patio, between Pratt and 
North Lake. Call 440-759-0069

19 Ramble, Central location, 1st 
floor. 1 bedroom, central air, full 
kitchen, W/D, WiFi, patio & porch. 
Season 716-357-2194

19 RAMBLE. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
second floor, central air, full kitch-
en, cable, WiFi, laundry. WKS 
5,8,9. 716-357-2194

3 ROOT CONDO 3 Modern, Top 
Condition, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
Large  Treehouse Deck ,A l l 
Amenities, Weeks 7-9. 716-357-
2111

2011 SEASON
AVAILABLE WEEKS 7,8 ,9 . 
Charming Victorian 2nd & 3rd 
floors. 4 BR. Sleeps 8. 2 full 
baths. Kit. LR. DR. W/D. 3 porch-
es. Patio. Grill. Cable. DVD. 
High-speed wireless internet. 
AC. Parking. Excellent location. 
Near Amp. $1900. 412-818-7711

2011 SEASON
BRIGHT IMMACULATE well-
built owner occupied house. 
Four 2nd and 3rd fl. apartments 
1-4 people; l iving room, full 
kitchen, new appliances, show-
ers, bedrooms: one single, two 
twin, one queen bed, one king 
sized bed; large pr ivate or 
shared eat ing /enter ta in ing 
porches with panoramic lake 
v iews ,  A /C,  cab le / in te rne t 
a c c e s s .  E a s y  s t e p s  t o 
Amphitheater/Plaza; bus at door 
to everywhere. 716-357-5961.

DISCOUNTED FIRST f loor 
1-bedroom, 1-bath apartment in 
the Tally-Ho, weeks 7-9, begin-
ning 8/3, for $1,100 including 
breakfast and dinner-for-two in 
the dining room (chef prepared). 
Private balcony, full kitchen, 
A/C, cable, all inclusive. Call 
Ellen Beckwith at: 202-255-
2424

IF DISTINGUISHED accommo-
dations in central Chautauqua 
you seek, visit 9 South Terrace 
and take a peek. Three bed-
rooms/Two Baths. Great deck! 
In historic district. Weeks 5,7,9. 
Contact Dennis at 703-319-
3312.

WEEKS 7-9. 3 Oak. Between 
Pratt North Lake. 2B-2B. Parking 
and A/C. Call 440-759-0069.

WEEKS 8 AND 9, 3 BR 2 Bath, 
newer terrace level apt. Open 
floor plan, all amenities, just off 
brick walk, patio with awning. 
607-351-7620

100 YEAR OLD, interior refur-
bished “guest house” 2 miles 
from Chautauqua in serene set-
ting. Great room 29x29, bed-
room; bath,  k i tchen,  deck. 
Sleeps 4-6.  Pets welcome. 
Available weeks 7-9. Reduced 
price $475/wk $1,150 for 3 
weeks. 716-269-2115 or 412-
977-1896

3 ROOT CONDO 3 Modern, Top 
Condition, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
Large Treehouse Deck,  Al l 
Amenities, Week 9. Reduced 
Price. 716-357-2111

3B Oak. WEEKS 7-9. 2B-1B. 
Parking, patio, between Pratt 
and North Lake. Call 440-759-
0069.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

APARTMENTS  
FOR RENT

1-2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS. 
Fernwood 29 Miller. A/C. Porch. 
All weeks in 2012. 602-206-
8528

Photo | Greg Funka

Naturalist Jack Gulvin will lead a 
a nature walk on the Chautauqua 

grounds beginning at 9 a.m. today 
under the green awning at the lake 

side of Smith Wilkes Hall.

A Creek runs 
through it
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M U S I C

Josh Cooper
Staff Writer

What do Giuseppe Verdi, 
19th-century Italian compos-
er, and Stephen Sondheim, a 
Jewish kid from the Upper 
West Side, have in common?

Perhaps ostensibly not 
much, but at 4 p.m. today in 
Norton Hall, their music will 
be performed side by side at 
the Chautauqua Opera Com-
pany’s opera scenes program.

The program, titled 
“You’ve Got Mail,” will fea-
ture songs about snail mail 
sung by the Opera Compa-
ny’s Studio Artists.

All of the vignettes, from 
a scene from Verdi’s Falstaff 
to one from Sondheim’s “A 
Little Night Music,” will be 
scenes in which one of the 
characters either writes or 
receives a letter or some form 
of communication.

“Practically every opera 
has a letter scene in it,” said 
Bill Fabris, one of the direc-
tors of the program. “We 
picked a bunch that are in 
English and some in foreign 
languages, and we’ll have su-
pertitles.”

There will be 11 scenes, 
and they will be fully staged, 

with lights, costumes, make-
up, wigs and props. They are 
from such diverse operas as 
Gaetano Donizetti’s L’elisir 
d’amore, Giacomo Puccini’s La 
Rondine, Mark Adamo’s Little 
Women and Ralph Vaughan 
Williams’ Sir John in Love.

“Some of them are popu-
lar, and some of them are not 
so popular,” said Alan Hicks, 
the other program director.

Hicks says that this year, 
in contrast to years past, the 
scenes featured are longer in 
duration.

“I think we’re doing some-
thing different this year in 
that the scenes are longer 
then they have been,” Hicks 
said. “We’re doing fewer, but 
we’re doing bigger chunks of 

the scene. It lets the audience 
get into the scene better be-
fore it’s over.”

Carol Rausch, the Opera 
Company’s music adminis-
trator/chorus master, said 
this is a good chance for the 
studio artists to branch out 
from the kind of roles they 
usually sing.

“What we’re trying to do is 
showcase these singers, and in 
some cases, stretch them a lit-
tle bit,” Rausch said. “If some-
body’s always done a certain 
type of heroine, we get her to 
try something different in this 
program. We also stretch them 
vocally, to see how they land 
on their feet.”

Rausch said this is new rep-
ertoire for most of the singers.

“In almost every case, 
these are pieces that they 
haven’t sung before,” 
Rausch said. “They usually 
submit ideas of repertoire 
that they’d like to sing, and 
also say, ‘I’m open to other 
things, too,’ and so we of-
ten chose ‘other things.’ The 

nicest thing about it is every-
body gets bumped up a little 
bit.”

Rausch said this program 
gives members of the Opera 
Company staff who haven’t 
been in the spotlight the 
chance to take the reins.

“The people who have 

been the assistant directors 
all season, whether in light-
ing or costumes or music, 
are the ones very much in 
charge of this,” she said. “It 
allows everyone to test his or 
her own creativity a little bit 
more than usual.”

Lauren Hutchison
Staff Writer

Meet four members of the 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra and learn more about 
how their instruments work 
at today’s Brown Bag lunch, 
sponsored by the Symphony 
Partners.

Violinist Lenelle Morse, vio-
list Caryn Neidhold, clarinetist 
Jerome Simas and French horn 
player William Bernatis will 
bring their instruments and 
answer questions in today’s 
Brown Bag lunch, which takes 
place at 12:15 p.m. in Smith 
Wilkes Hall.

“We realize how impor-
tant it is for us to know our 
audience members and for 
the audience to know us per-
sonally,” Morse said. “It’s 
also a wonderful opportu-
nity for the audience to meet 
these musicians.”

Morse, who is celebrat-
ing her 20th season with the 
CSO, said the No. 1 question 
she’s asked by curious music 
lovers is: “Is the violin the 
hardest instrument to play?”

“As a joke, we go, ‘Well, of 
course it is,’” she said.

In seriousness, Morse 
added that anyone can make 
a sound on an instrument, 
but to make a pleasing sound 
requires training. For string 
players, coordination of the 
bow hand and the left hand 
is imperative. Morse and  
Neidhold will demonstrate 
this coordination at today’s 
lunch.

Morse is no stranger to 

music education: In addition 
to playing violin with the 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic, 
she teaches music for grades 
three to 12 at Canterbury 
School in Fort Wayne, Ind.

“I get to know kids for 
a very long time,” she said. 
“That’s the best part of the job.”

In addition to demonstrat-
ing string player technique, 
Morse and Neidhold also will 
play as a duo, demonstrating 
the difference in tonal color be-
tween the violin and the viola.

Neidhold is celebrating 
her 17th season with the 
CSO. She will discuss how 
different composers use the 
viola in their works and how 
the viola’s role in orchestral 
music has evolved over the 
centuries.

Outside of Chautauqua, 
Neidhold plays viola with 
the Reno Philharmonic and 
violin in the Reno Chamber 
Orchestra.

“A lot of people play both 
violin and viola, but most of 
them are violinists who also 
play viola,” she said. “I’m a 
violist who also plays violin.”

Neidhold also taught a 
Suzuki-method program for 
16 years. Three years ago, she 
started teaching public mid-
dle school orchestra.

“Be sure to put that in a 
really scary font,” she said 
jokingly. “I actually love it. 
I love it much more than I 
thought I would.”

Neidhold described the 
atmosphere at the Brown 
Bag lunch as informal, with 
plenty of time for questions 

and answers.
“I would encourage peo-

ple to come even if they have 
random questions that aren’t 
necessarily what we’re going 
to be talking about,” she said.

Bernatis, who is celebrat-
ing his 14th season with the 
CSO, said the No. 1 question 
he’s asked about the French 
horn is if it’s difficult to play.

“Yes, it is hard to play, but 
like anything, when you work 
at it hard enough, you get to 
the point where you can be 
successful at it,” he said.

Bernatis will be demon-
strating how brass instru-
ments work using lengths of 
hose — only a certain num-
ber of notes can be played on 
any length of tubing.

“Anytime someone wants 
to know something about the 
French horn, I’m first in line 
to tell them about it,” he said.

Bernatis is the associate 
professor of horn at the Uni-
versity of Nevada-Las Vegas. 
He also plays for the Las Ve-
gas Philharmonic in Broad-
way shows and for touring 
popular musicians.

He said classical music in 
the U.S. is in trouble, in terms 
of patron support, because 
patrons are largely discon-

nected from classical musi-
cians. Events where patrons 
can meet the musicians can 
help build more personal 
connections.

“They will have a little 
more interest in what’s go-
ing on, instead of just sit-
ting there and not being able 
to talk or applaud between 
movements,” he said.

Bernatis also is an avid cy-
clist and can be seen riding a 
recumbent bicycle from his 
residence in Westfield to re-
hearsals in Chautauqua.

“Musicians in the orches-
tra are multi-dimensional 
people,” he said. “We’re not 
just snobby musicians who 
spend their lives practicing 
and not doing anything else. 
Having us at these demon-
strations shows that we are 
people, too.”

Simas is in his first season 
with the CSO and is looking 

forward to meeting more of 
the audience.

“Music is about commu-
nicating,” he said. “It’s great 
to break down that wall and 
interact on a personal level.”

Simas said many people 
are interested in learning 
more about the different 
kinds of clarinets he plays, 
which include the E-flat, B-
flat, A, bass and contrabass 
clarinets and occasionally the 
basset horn. Simas will dem-
onstrate the differences in 
range between many of these 
clarinets and how the single-
reed instrument works.

Simas said music educa-
tional outreach opportuni-
ties are very special to him.

“Any chance I get where 
I can talk about what I do 
and teach people about the 
instrument and the tremen-
dous variety of experiences 
I’ve had as a musician is a lot 
of fun,” he said.

This fall, Simas will join 
the University of Oregon 
School of Music and Dance 
faculty as assistant professor 
of clarinet. He has worked 
as a freelance musician in 
the Bay Area for 11 years 
and has played for the New 
World Symphony, the San 

Francisco Symphony and the 
San Francisco Opera. He also 
performs as a chamber mu-
sician and studio musician, 
recording music for motion 
pictures.

Simas said understanding 
the instruments gives audi-
ences a deeper appreciation 
of the demands of classical 
music performance.

“It’s just a bunch of notes 
on the page, and then when 
you think about all the intri-
cacies of these instruments 
and making them sound 
good, and making them 
sound good together, and 
coming together with a com-
mon purpose … it’s pretty 
profound when you think 
about it,” he said.

Today’s “Meet the CSO 
Musicians” Brown Bag lunch 
is free to attend. Membership 
to the Symphony Partners, 
the CSO’s volunteer support 
organization, costs $20 for a 
family or $10 for an individ-
ual membership. Proceeds 
help fund future Symphony 
Partners events, including 
the upcoming “Meet the Sec-
tions: Woodwind & Horn” 
event after the CSO concert 
on Tuesday, Aug. 16, on the 
Amphitheater back porch.

CSO musicians to show how instruments work in today’s Brown Bag
“We realize how important it is for us to know 
our audience members and for the audience to 
know us personally.”

—Lenelle Morse
CSO violinist

“What we’re trying to do is showcase these 
singers, and in some cases, stretch them a little 
bit. If somebody’s always done a certain type 
of heroine, we get her to try something different 
in this program. We also stretch them vocally, to 
see how they land on their feet.”

—Carol Rausch
Music administrator/chorus master,  

Chautauqua Opera Company

Opera Company to fully stage letter scenes in Norton show

Daily File Photo

Chautauqua Opera Studio Artists perform in last year’s opera scenes program. 
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F
FRIDAY,

AUGUST 5

7:00	 (7– 11) Farmers Market

7:15	 (7:15–8) Mystic Heart Meditation. 
Leader: Sharifa Norton and 
Muinuddin Smith (Islam/Sufism.) 
Bring gate pass. Main Gate 
Welcome Center Conference Room

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Morning Meditation. (Sponsored 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) Jack Gulvin, BTG naturalist. 
Meet under green awning at back 
Smith Wilkes Hall

9:15	 DEVOTIONAL HOUR. The Rev. 
William Jackson, former director, 
Chautauqua’s Dept. of Religion. 
Amphitheater

9:15	 Men’s Club Guest Speaker 
Series. “Iran — Scientific 
Approach to Belief, Faith and 
Fundamentalism.” John Khosh. 
Women’s Clubhouse

9:15	 The Bible Decoded. (Programmed 
by Chabad Lubavitch of 
Chautauqua.) Esther Vilenkin. 
Alumni Hall Library Room

10:00	 Voice Master Class. (School 
of Music.) Marlena Malas, 
presenter. McKnight Hall

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Chapel

10:45	 LECTURE. “Iran’s Nuclear Crisis 
and the Way Out.” Hossein 
Mousavian, former Iranian 
nuclear negotiator. Amphitheater

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (sponsored 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:10	 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

12:15	 Brown Bag Lunch/Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Writers’ 
Center.) “The Wages of Fame: The 
Narrative Structure of Celebrity 
in Contemporary Culture.” 
Joe Jackson, prose writer-in-
residence. Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Challah Baking. (Programmed by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center Porch

12:15	 Brown Bag Lunch. (Programmed 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center.) 
“Imagine the Possibilities.” Judi 
Feniger, Maltz Museum of Jewish 
Heritage, speaker. Everett Jewish 
Life Center

12:15	 Meet CSO Musicians. Come 
talk with musicians from the 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	 (12:15–1:30) PFLAG Brown 
Bag Lunch/Support Meeting. 
(Sponsored by Chautauqua 
Chapter of Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
and the Metropolitan Community 
Church.) All are welcome. 
Chautauqua Women’s Clubhouse 

12:15	 BTG Luncheon for Life Members. 
“Ecopsychology: Understanding 
Our Need for Nature,” Pat 
Hasbach, guest speaker. Fee. 
Athenaeum Hotel Parlor

12:45	 Chautauqua Catholic Community 
Seminar. “Family Values: Past 
and Present.” Msgr. Fred Voorhis, 
parochial vicar, St. Thomas 
Acquinas Parish/St. Martin of 
Tours Parish, Buffalo. Methodist 
House Chapel

12:45	 Jum’a/Muslim Prayer. 
Hall of Christ

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE 
SERIES. Karen Armstrong, author 
on world’s religions. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00	 Student Chamber Music Recital. 
String quartets coached by the 
Audubon Quartet. (Benefits 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
Scholarship Program.) McKnight Hall

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. 

2:30	 Piano Mind/Body Class. (School 
of Music.) Fee. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios

3:00	 (3-5) Fire extinguisher training. 
Chautauqua Fire Department fire 
hall.

3:30	 Chautauqua Heritage Lecture 
Series. “Jerusalem Goes 
to Disney: Sacred Space in 
Orlando’s Holy Land Experience 
Theme Park.” Joan R. Branham, 
professor of art history, 
Providence College. Hall of Christ

3:30	 (3:30-5) Seminar. (Sponsored by 
the Dept. of Religion.) “Groping for 
God.” LaDonna Bates, M.S.W. (No 
fee—limited to 25. Daily registration 
at the door.) Hall of Missions

3:30	 (3:30-5) World Cafe. Discussion 
of Week’s Lectures. Unitarian 
Universalist House

4:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. 

4:00	 MSFO Percussion Students 
Recital. (Benefits the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club Scholarship 
Program.) Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:00	 Opera Scenes Program. 
Chautauqua Opera Studio Artists. 
Norton Hall

4:15	 Chautauqua Storyteller. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Bird, Tree and Garden Club.) 
“Chautauqua Memories.” 
Dorothy Stevenson. (Children 

under 12 accompanied by adult.) 
Roger Tory Peterson Classroom 
(upper Ravine behind Hall of 
Christ; rain location Smith 
Wilkes Hall.) 

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcome the Sabbath.” Service 
led by Rabbi Samuel Stahl 
accompanied by the Hebrew 
Congregation Choir. Miller Bell 
Tower (Pier Building in case of rain.)

6:00	 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing 
at Sunday worship services.) 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

7:00	 Visual Arts Lecture Series. 
Terry Adkins, professor of fine 
arts, University of Pennsylvania. 
Hultquist Center

7:15	 Community Shabbat Dinner. 
(Programmed by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Chautauqua.) Fee. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

8:15	 SPECIAL. Straight No Chaser. 
Amphitheater

S
SATURDAY,
AUGUST 6

7:00	 (7–11) Farmers Market

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

9:00	 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Study Session on “Pirkei 
Avot (Ethics of the Fathers),” 
followed by Shabbat Services. 
Service led by Rabbi John Bush; 
Joanna Bush, soloist. Hurlbut 
Church Sanctuary

9:30	 Chabad Lubavitch Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 

Photo | Demetrius Freeman
At top, Anna Gerberich, David Ingram and Pete Walker perform Sasha 
Janes’ “Tree Hugger” on the Amphitheater stage Wednesday as part of 
North Carolina Dance Theatre’s evening of Dance Innovations. Above, 
Alessandra Ball performs Jacqulyn Buglisi’s “Requiem 9/11,” staged by 
Traci Gilchrest. A review of the performance will run in Saturday’s Daily.

Vilenkin. Kiddush will follow. 
Everett Jewish Life Center Library

12:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

12:30	 (12:30–2:30) Social Bridge. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) For men and 
women. Women’s Clubhouse

1:00	 (1-5) 16th Annual Chautauqua 
Piano Competition Finals. (School 
of Music.) Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

2:00	 (2-4) Student Chamber Music 
Recital. (School of Music.) String 
quartets coached by the Audubon 
Quartet. (Benefits the Women’s 
Club Scholarship Program.) 
McKnight Hall 

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

3:00	 LECTURE. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Contemporary Issues Forum: 
James Fallows, national 
correspondent, The Atlantic 
Monthly. Hall of Philosophy

4:00	 Public Shuttle Tours of Grounds. 
Leave from Main Gate Welcome 
Center. Fee. (Purchase tickets at 
Main Gate Welcome Center.)

4:30	 Women’s Softball Championship 
Game. Sharpe Field

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:00	 (6–7:45) Chautauqua Choir 
Rehearsal. All singers welcome. 
(Two rehearsals required to sing 
at Sunday worship services.) 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

6:00	 Men’s Softball Championship 
Game. Sharpe Field

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA OPERA POPS 
CONCERT. Stuart Chafetz, guest 
conductor. Chautauqua Opera 
Apprentice and Studio Artists. 
Amphitheater

Dance Innovations

Connect with the Daily on Facebook & Twitter
www.facebook.com/chqdaily           Follow @chqdaily
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